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L-R   Leia Batchelor, Tammy Robinson, Chavonne Jones, and De-

lon Wicks in  “Woman from the Town.”                                                     
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Jeff Filkovski has been named the third head football coach in NCWC 

history. An AP “Little All-American” as quarterback of Allegheny College’s 

1990 national championship team, Filkovski has been head coach for the past five 

seasons at Marietta College (Ohio), where his teams were a combined 

10-40. Prior to Marietta, he served in assistant coaching positions at Heidelberg 

University (Ohio), Holy Cross, and the University of Cincinnati, along with a one-

year stint as offensive coordinator of the Cologne Centurions in NFL Europe. 

Filkovski replaces Mark Henninger, who left earlier in the year to accept the 

head coaching position at Marian University, in his native state of Indiana. Hen-

ninger compiled a 26-25 record in five years at the helm of the Bishops. He was 

named USA South Coach of the Year in 2009, when he guided NCWC to an 8-3 

overall record, a conference title and a berth in the Division III playoffs.     SI Photo

NC Wesleyan to Maintain Cost  
Of Tuition, Overhaul Edgecombe
By Emily Bower
Senior Staff Writer

North Carolina Wesleyan will not 
raise the price of tuition in 2013-14 
for current students and it will com-
mence major renovations on one of 
its residence halls, the administration 
has announced.

“Tuition will not go up for current 
students,” said President James 
Gray. New students will see an 
increase in tuition by three percent, 
the president said, adding that he 
expects a three-percent hike in room 
and board for all students.

According to the college’s webpage, the 
2012-2013 tuition is $25,710 for traditional 
day students. Other current costs include 
$4,038 for a double room in a residence 
hall, $4,388 for a meal plan, $450 for 
insurance, and $50 for an activity fee. 
Tuition covers the cost of student books.

Freshman Pedro Leäo from Belo 
Horizonte, Brazil expressed apprecia-
tion. “It will help international students 
because it’s tough for us to afford 
tuition,” he said. “It helps other students 
afford another semester or another year 
and helps us continue our education.”

President Gray hopes the decision will 
help families. “Most other schools will 
increase their tuition as usual,” he said, 
“but we’re trying to respond to the needs 
of our students and their families.”

Sophomore Logan Waters can relate. 
“I have some scholarships, but I still 
have to pay some out of pocket,” he 
said. Tuition had been rising each year 
for Waters and other students. “It’ll 
definitely help the students who pay on 
their own,” he said. “I also think this 
will help our retention rate.”

Enrollment is tied to tuition and 
budget maintenance. “Non-traditional 
ways of achieving education are 
becoming more common,” President 
Gray said. “The traditional program will 
grow, but at a slower rate than the adult 
program.” Out of the 30 private colleges 
in the state, only nine saw an increase in 
fall enrollment, Wesleyan being one, the 
president noted. The traditional student 
population rose by 16 percent in the 
fall, but went down by the same number 
prior to the spring semester. Wesleyan 
had budgeted for 45 new students this 
spring semester. Only 35 arrived when 
classes began in January, prompting the 
college to trim its budget.

With multiple areas of campus life 
needing improvement, the finance commit-
tee is forced to prioritize which depart-
ments are allotted money, Gray said.

At the same time, fundraising events 
occur throughout the year. “Days for 
Wesleyan” was successful this past year, 
raising an estimated $140,000, President 
Gray said. Telethons bring in an estimate 
of $300,000 each year, he added.

The current capital campaign, Strength of 
Heart, began in December 2011. According 
to a handout on the campaign, “the college 
is seeking to build upon the vision of its 
founders through a commitment to enhance 
and expand the facilities . . . and to continue 
its effort to transform the lives of students.”

Still in the quiet phase of the campaign, 
Wesleyan has received $5.1 million 
in firm commitments, President Gray 
reported at the end of February. With a 
goal of raising $20 million, the campaign 
will not move into the public state until at 
least 30 to 50 percent has been committed 
to the school. It is expected to continue 
for several years, Gray said.

Spending priorities include dorm renova-
tions, Hartness Center renovations, and 
scholarship availability. Some $2 million 
has been set aside for Edgecombe residence 
hall, which will be renovated this summer. 
Set to begin in early May, work will be 
completed in August, the president said. 

“Renovations are critical for admis-
sions and the students already here on 
campus,” Gray stated. 

The Edgecombe project will be a 
“truly top-to-bottom” overhaul, Gray 
said, noting that it will involve new 
flooring and ceiling and renovated walls, 
as well as improvements to plumbing 
and electrical work. New furniture will 
be added. The project will be similar 
to work already undertaken on the first 
floor of Nash Hall, the president said.

Strength of Heart monies will fund the 
renovations and more. NCWC trustee Don 
Stallings, the owner of Eagle Transport 
Corp., and an anonymous donor have 
given $2.5 million for the construction 
of an academic center for entrepreneur-
ship. This building will serve as a place 
to educate students who want to own 
their own business. And it will provide 
networking opportunities. “We believe this 
center will help our students and our region 
economically,” said Gray. 

The college has discussed plans for a 
multi-sport stadium, but the project “has 

slipped a little bit as far as a priority,” 
said Gray. Costs are estimated at $10 mil-
lion; no donor has come forward to lead 
the project. The facility would provide 
a home to NCWC’s football team and 
could host events in soccer, lacrosse, 
and track and field. “A sports facility can 
change the culture on campus, and it’s 
an important part of student morale that 
we’re trying to build,” said Gray. 

In another move, President Gray 
has announced that Budd Security 
began serving the campus February 
18, replacing the previous service 
provider, Securitas. Funding came from 
a $100,000 outlay that the board of 
trustees approved within the last year. 

Based in Winston-Salem, Budd 
Security will be “much more profes-
sional––from the car to the uniforms to 
the training,” stated Gray. 

Besides funding the new security 
provider and a new position––direct of 
campus security––the trustees’ grant 
will pay for an increased presence by 
Rocky Mount police officers and other 
safety-related projects, according to 
Dean of Students Randy Williams. 
Earlier in the year, the college added 
outdoor lighting around campus and 
video cameras in campus buildings as 
part of an effort to enhance safety.

Play ‘Woman from the Town’  
Performed for Black History Month
By Katherine Crickmore
Decree Staff Writer

“Woman from the Town” was performed 
by the Wesleyan Players on February 25, 
26 and 28 in the Powers Recital Hall and 
featured a question-answer session with 
the playwright, North Carolina resident 
Samm-Art Williams, after the Tuesday 
night performance.

“It’s a relationship play,” Roger Drake, the 
director of the show, explained. “Each char-
acter has a speech in which they share their 
perspective, their values, and their individuality. 
It really showcases their character.”

The two-act show was featured as 
the customary spring semester piece 
that celebrated Black History Month.  

“The set, costumes and cast are so realistic,” 
said sophomore Chavonne Jones, one of the 
actors. “You’ll be sucked into the story.”

Published in 1986 by Samuel French, 
Inc., the play was first performed at the Inner 
City Cultural Center in Los Angeles in 1989.

The drama is set in a small rural town 
in Mason’s Bridge, North Carolina and 
follows the exploits of Lila Wilson as she 
returns to her childhood home after a 27-
year absence. Lila arrives in a time of crisis, 
as the population of the town is dwindling 
and houses are being foreclosed. Over 
four days, it becomes obvious to Lila’s 
family and neighbors that the now-wealthy 
woman is behind the sudden bad luck.

It is revealed that Lila, run out of town 

as a teenager for getting pregnant out of 
wedlock, has returned as a real-estate tycoon 
with the express purpose of getting revenge 
on the townspeople who treated her badly. 
However, at the end of the play, Lila realizes 
that the ones who persecuted her the most 
have since died and devotes herself to the 
revitalization of Mason’s Bridge.

The cast is fairly small, featuring five 
women and one man. Lila Wilson, a 44-year 
old black woman, is the titular character. Lila’s 
family members include her daughter, Rita 
Chaney, 27, who had grown up in New York; 
her older sister Laura, 48, who had remained on 
the farm and is immensely bitter; and Laura’s 
son Buddy, 28, revealed later to be partnered 
with Lila. Laura Wilson’s close friends and 
neighbors, Sissy, 48, and Hazel, 58, are two 
members of the town that Lila targets person-
ally. Lila’s deceased mother, Edna, and father, 
Robert, appear in flashbacks and are usually 
portrayed by the actors playing Buddy and Sissy. 

The Wesleyan production featured a 
mixed cast of students and members of the 
community. In addition to being costume 
director, Jones portrayed Lila Wilson, with 
Tammy Robinson as Laura, Leia Batchelor as 
Rita, sophomore Delon Wicks as Buddy and 
Robert, Shalanda Hines as Sissy and Edna, 
and junior Katherine Crickmore as Hazel. 
Crickmore also served as stage manager.

“I love Sissy.” Hines laughed as she 
discussed her character. “She’s my alter 
ego. She’s hilarious!”

Robinson, who works in the Advancement 
Office at Wesleyan and has also appeared 
in other Wesleyan productions, said that the 
show was challenging. “The hardest part was 
definitely the monologues. They were so 
long,” she said. “But it gave me an opportunity 
to play a character I’d never played before. I 
had to get comfortable getting into character, 
and become comfortable with the profanity.”

Auditions for “Woman from the Town” 
were held January 15th and rehearsal 
began January 23rd. In the four and a 
half weeks since rehearsals began, four 
of the six members had to be replaced, as 
the original participants dropped out for 
various reasons. However, the unfortunate 
circumstances did nothing to deter the 
cast from becoming close, a common 
occurrence in most shows. 

“I love my cast members,” Wicks said. 
The sentiment was reiterated by Batchelor, 
who went on to praise the play itself.

“I love working on the show,” Batchelor 
gushed. “It’s very different from most shows. 
It’s exciting, it’s suspenseful, it’s just awesome. 
In all the other shows I’ve done, they’ve 
related to modern, everyday life. In this show, 
it relates back to an earlier time period.”

Drake, head of the entertainment depart-
ment at Wesleyan, constructed the set, in 
addition to directing the piece. “Woman from 
the Town” is set on the Wilson Farm, with 
specific scenes occurring in the yard, on the 
front porch, in the kitchen and in the parlor. 

The playwright took questions from the audi-
ence and discussed everything from playwriting 
to his work on television shows like “Mike 
Hammer” and “The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air.” 
He also gave advice to anyone hoping to make it 
in the entertainment business. There was a small 
reception afterwards in the Carlton Board Room, 
where Williams signed “Woman from the Town” 
posters and stood for pictures with the cast. 

Earlier that day, the playwright sat down 
with several students and discussed many of 
the same things. He said that if a student wanted 
to get into show-business, she should first go 
somewhere where she was comfortable. “Stay 
away from negative influences,” Williams said. 
“Don’t get discouraged. Don’t let old folks like 
me tell you what you can or can’t do. You’re 
young; you can do anything. I’m scared of you 
and other folks should be too.” 

Williams advised that no one should 
to anything out of greed or for money, 
two of his “five-letter words” he 
frequently mentioned. “Instead,” he 
said. “Follow your heart. That’s a better 
five letter word.” 

Profile: SSC’s Erma Hedgepeth, 
‘Passionate about Students’

Erma Hedgepeth, an academic advisor 
in the Student Success Center, was named 
winner of the Distinguished Staff Award 
at the fall Founders’ Day ceremony.

Now in her 20th year at NC Wesleyan, the 
Zebulon native was promoted to her current 
position prior to the current academic year.

Dean of Students Randy Williams praised 
Hedgepeth, who is a 2010 graduate of the 
college’s ASPIRE program and the mother of a 
Wesleyan alum, her son Jarrett. “Erma is passion-
ate about NCWC students, and she shows her 
support in academics, athletics, and student life,” 
Dean Williams said. “Having nearly 20 years 
of institutional affiliation, she exhibits school 
pride daily. In that time, she has built meaningful 
relationships with faculty and staff while learning 
the nuances of the academic program.”

The Decree staff conducted a recent interview 
with Hedgepeth, who reflected on her time at 
the college.

Q. Where did you work prior to NCWC?
A. Prior to Wesleyan, I worked 

for a computer manufacturer, Memorex 
Telex Computer Products in Raleigh. I was 
initially hired as a printed circuit board 
assembler; I used a blueprint to insert 
components onto the boards. I was later 
promoted to the purchasing department as a 
purchasing expediter; in that job, I contacted 
vendors to track orders. This was over a span 
of 12 years. This company went through a 
hostile buy-out and I was eventually laid 

off. Afterwards, I worked for two years as 
a reservation agent for Sheraton.

 Q. What prompted you to seek a job 
in education?

A. My mother-in-law was my babysitter at 
the time, and she passed away. I had always 
worked in the Raleigh area, but since my sup-
port system was no longer available, I had to 
make a decision to relocate to be closer to my 
young children. I wasn't necessarily seeking a 
job in education, I was seeking a job and it just 
happened to be in education. But I do believe it 
was part of a bigger plan, since my desire had 
always been to get a college degree.

Q. What was your first job at Wesleyan?
A. I was hired in June 1993 as a receptionist/

secretary for the Student Support Center (now 
called the Student Success Center). I was respon-
sible for handling general office duties––direct-
ing calls, filing, making appointments for the 
SSC staff. After about two years, I was promoted 
to the position of administrative assistant. In this 
role I coordinated the referral program, kept 
track of the office budget, and prepared first-year 
student folders by calculating their math and 
English placements prior to them being assigned 
to the first-year advisors. 

Q. What did you most enjoy about 
your former position at NCWC?

A. I liked all aspects of my job, but 
I loved the interactions that I had with 
students on a daily basis.

 See HEDGEPETH pg 4 
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Students Note Their ‘Likes’ and ‘Dislikes’ about Wesleyan
Decree staffers were asked to identify 

three “likes” and three “dislikes” about life as 
a North Carolina Wesleyan student. Follow-
ing is what one group said. Other opinions 
will be presented in an upcoming issue.

Gloria Arizpe
“Likes”
Class Environment: What I love most 

about NCWC is the intimate class environ-
ment. You’re not just another number; you’re 
a student who faculty knows by name. If 
you ever have a problem in class, professors 
are more than willing to help you. When a 
professor is helping a student with their class 
schedule as that professor is working out in 
the gym, that’s when you know you’re at the 
right school. At Wesleyan, you have at your 
disposal the tools that you need, and a group 
of people who want to see you succeed.

Mr. & Mrs. Gray: President Gray is a 
nice man who has known my name since I 
was a freshman.  He attends school events, 
no matter how big or small they may be. 
Whenever you have a problem to address 
and have gone through all of your resources, 
you can always go to President Gray for 
further assistance. He and his wife see the 
students as an addition to their family, and 
they have treated us as such.

Student Body: I’m not sure if it’s the 
environment that has an influence on the 
students, but the hospitality that my peers 
demonstrate is prevalent and genuine. Ever 
since I was a freshman, everyone has been 
so nice. From students around the country to 
students from around the world, everyone’s 

kindness reflects the hospitality known 
throughout the South. The people here are 
always willing to offer a hand and a smile.

“Dislikes”
Gen-Ed Requirements: General 

education courses should not be needed. 
Some students may come into the college not 
knowing what they would like to do, but the 
majority of students know what area of study 
they would be interested in the most.  I think 
the gen-ed courses hinder a student’s opportunity 
to enroll in other, more beneficial courses. For 
example, I feel that a criminal justice major 
would benefit more from learning a second or 
third language as opposed to learning about 
rocks. After taking classes in their major, 
students should be allowed to take any other 
courses that interest them. Plus, if the students 
are the ones paying for the classes, why 
shouldn’t they have the ability to choose?

Number of Majors: I think there 
should be more majors to attract students. 
Communications, forensics, and law are 
examples of desired majors that many 
students have discussed with me. The 
low number of majors causes trouble 
with bringing in new students and makes 
it hard for current students to find jobs.

Financial Aid: I think there should be 
more scholarships offered by the school 
and more staff and better organization 
within the financial aid department. I feel 
that information is constantly changing; 
one day I would be receiving a refund, 
the next day I would owe money.  

Emily Bower
“Likes”
International Flavor: The number of 

international students on campus is unique 
to Wesleyan and provides a great experience 
not found at other schools. Being able to learn 
about different cultures and attitudes has helped 
me keep an open mind. Interactions require that 
students be willing to experience new things, as 
well as helping each person understand more 
about those around her. Being around students 
from various parts of the world can lead to one 
of the most important lessons ever learned in 
school, even though it doesn’t take place in a 
classroom. Tolerance and acceptance of differ-
ent cultures can lead to a genuine appreciation 
of our foreign student population and often lead 
to great friendships, many of which have lasted 
outside the serpentine walls. 

Student-Faculty Relationships: The 
relationships that I have with the faculty here 
at Wesleyan are one of the motivating forces 
that get me through my course work. Knowing 
that I can stop by a professor’s office to ask 
a question, or even just to chat, serves as a 
simple reminder of how the teachers here 
care for the well-being of their students. Each 
professor’s different personality makes them 
all unique, and I enjoy being in class with them 
and taking in all they have to give. If I were 
in a large school, I wouldn’t feel motivated to 
do the work assigned or go to class. However, 
knowing that each professor here takes stock in 
his or her students makes me not only want to 
go to class, but to show up and impress them. 

Student Organizations: On-campus 
organizations provide an outlet for students, 
allowing them to make their voice heard. 
I give my time to FCA, the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, a group of athletes who 
meet once a week to study the Bible. The 
group serves two purposes; not only does it 
give me an opportunity to grow in faith, but 
it has also provided me with a community 
to lean on. No matter what organization a 
student participates in, getting involved is 
a great opportunity to make a change and 
develop friendships. 

“Dislikes”
Attendance Policies: The college’s at-

tendance policy should be changed. The rules 
here are stricter than they were in my high 
school and make many students feel as though 
they are being treated like they’re irresponsible. 
College is the first chance that many students 
have to be truly independent, and being 
informed of these strict rules certainly puts a 
damper on that independence. While I see the 
need for consistent attendance, I think that if 
a student has decided to go to college and has 
worked hard to get here, she can determine for 
herself how her time is most wisely spent. At 
this point, students have the determination and 
motivation to succeed, or they lack it, and an 
attendance policy will not change this fact. 

Sports Facilities: All sports facilities 
should be equal in the sense that each team 
has what it needs to compete at their best. The 
outdoor teams are at a disadvantage during 
games in that they may have to travel for a home 
game––i.e., football––or they must schedule 
games early to have enough daylight––i.e., soc-
cer, lacrosse, baseball and softball. The soccer 
field lacks a speaker system, taking away 
from the college experience; spectators can’t 
hear the announcements about the games.

 Food Services: We have seen an 

improvement in the cafeteria; however, the 
grill and Internet café could be improved. The 
library sees constant activity throughout the 
day, as does the Internet café until it closes at 
two o’clock. But if the Internet café remained 
open later, I think there would be more 
business.  Students up late reading or writing 
would find it more convenient to stop by the 
café rather than having to drive somewhere 
to buy a coffee. Also, the grill has often been 
running behind, making students wait long 
amounts of time, sometimes forty-five minutes 
to an hour for their food. Whether it’s a lack of 
staff or a change in policy, if these things were 
improved, student morale would rise.

Preston Bremus
“Likes”
The Cafeteria: I love the cafeteria. The 

fluctuating quality of the food causes many 
people to dislike it. Quality is important 
to me as well; however, where it may be 
lacking in quality, it is not in quantity. I eat 
a lot because I need to. I’m very active and 
the cafeteria does the trick to fuel me. 

The Leon Russell Chapel: It’s a 
great place to go for an early morning 
prayer to God. The large glass wall 
provides an opportunity to view God’s 
beautiful creation from the quiet in-
doors. The chapel also contains Bibles 
that offer the word of God Almighty 
Himself, restrooms, and a piano. The 
chapel is full of seats so many are able 
to be inside the chapel at one time.

The Library: The library is Wesleyan’s 
top building. Inside are quality computers with 
fast Internet, books, magazines, newspapers, the 
Internet café, conference rooms, writing center, 
and a historical room dedicated to John Wesley. 
With all the activities present, I often find myself 
there in spare time. One can always count on 
seeing a friend at the library.

“Dislikes”
Athletic Field Lighting: Scalf, Bauer, 

and Edge Field are great for afternoon sports 
practices and games. After classes, our outdoor 
sports teams attend practices or have games 
between three and five. Teams are unable to 
practice or have games after this time. There 
are no home night games, or night practices, 
for the Battling Bishops outdoor sports teams 
because they have no lights.

Fieldhouse Rules: There is a beautiful 
gym for athletes in the field house. But its ac-
cess is limited and only available to athletes 
when a coach is present. It is easily the nicer 
gym on campus. It’s a shame the gym is not 
open more regularly to athletes dedicated to 
becoming better and stronger competitors. 
Obviously, the limited access is in place to 
protect the gym. It is rude for people to be 
irresponsible and negligent. 

Student Attitudes: There are Wesleyan 
students who do not take care of the buildings. 
These students often have a low perspective of 
the college, leading them to litter on the grass, 
urinate without flushing toilets, and so forth. 
People fail to realize that they’re worsening the 
atmosphere, instead of doing the little things 
to make a positive difference on campus. He 
who is faithful in little is faithful in much.   

Tyler Clark
“Likes”
Baseball Team: Baseball was a big 

reason for me choosing to attend Wesleyan. 
Getting to play the game I love for four 
more years made the choice very easy. 
The coaches are all very knowledgeable 
and helpful in learning about the game 
and life in general. Through baseball, I’ve 
met many people who’ve made being at 
Wesleyan fun and enjoyable.

The College Store: Working in the 
bookstore has been a great experience for 
me. Miss Rachel is most likely the nicest and 
sweetest boss that I will ever have. Being able 
to work over the summers and winter breaks 
is also a plus. I’ve also met a lot of different 
student-employees from all over the world.

Student-Faculty Ratio: One thing that 
I love about Wesleyan is the great ratio of 
students to faculty. Having this close ratio 
allows for smaller class sizes, more one-on-
one attention, and more personal relation-
ships with the professors in your major. For 
me, a great learning experience has been 
taking independent studies in history with 
Dr. Sarris and Dr. Ames. Whenever you 
need help, you can always go to the profes-
sors’ offices with their open-door policy.

“Dislikes”
Baseball Facilities: Although the baseball 

field at Wesleyan is one of the nicest playing 
surfaces in NCAA Division III baseball 
(thanks to the hard work and dedication 
of Coach Jones and Coach Long), other 
facilities need much more improvement. 
Although Wesleyan’s baseball team has 
earned 21 conference titles, 12 regional titles, 
and the only two national championships for 
Wesleyan athletics, the facilities are not up 
to date, especially when compared with the 

competition. There is a strong need to improve 
the bleachers (most schools now have small 
half-stadium seating), the baseball locker room is 
very out of date compared to other teams at the 
school, and the baseball field—not to mention 
other fields on campus—could use lighting to 
allow for night games and tournaments, which 
would enable the college to raise more money.

 Football Facilities: Fall football games 
are one of the great things about college life. 
However, going to football games doesn’t 
have quite the same feel at Wesleyan as it does 
at most other schools. The main reason is that 
our football team doesn’t have a stadium. 

On football Saturdays the school’s campus 
doesn’t have that exciting atmosphere of a 
game day; if students want to go to the game, 
they must travel, by car, to a local high school. 

Residence Halls: Although I have 
not lived on campus since I have been at 
Wesleyan, I have been in the dorms to visit 
and work. I feel that the dorms need remodel-
ing. While the first floors of some dorms 
have been re-done, the rest of the buildings 
need some updating as well. I feel that 
improved dorms would attract more 
students and help retain some students 
who might otherwise leave Wesleyan. 

Bubba & Tyler Look at 
Upcoming MLB Season
By Charles “Bubba” Carroll and Tyler Clark

TYLER: With the start of a spring brings 
the most exciting part of the year, a new 
baseball season. As a 
diehard Washington 
Nationals fan, I’m 
looking for an 
improved Nats team 
to defend its NL East 
title and move deeper 
into the playoffs. But 
with other teams in 
the division making 
strong off-season 
moves as well, this 
looks to be a tough 
task for Washington. 
One team that also 
looks to be strong is 
the Atlanta Braves.

BUBBA: As a Braves 
fanatic myself, there 
is no doubt that their 
recent moves will put 
them in a great position to challenge the 
Nationals for the NL East title. Their main 
acquisition was gaining star outfielder B.J. 
Upton from Tampa Bay. The Upton brothers 
and Jason Heyward look to provide speed 
and power not only to the offensive lineup 
but also on the defensive side of the field. 

TYLER: The Nationals also made a key 
acquisition in the outfield with the addition of 
Denard Span. Span, a DC native, will address 
two of the team’s main weaknesses as its leadoff 
batter and centerfielder. This will allow Jason 
Werth, who batted leadoff most of last season, 
to move into the middle of the order, where he 
is more comfortable and can drive in more runs. 
The Nats’ already strong bullpen has added new 
closer Rafael Soriano, giving them one of the best 
pens for the seventh, eighth, and ninth innings.

BUBBA: While there’s no argument the 
Nationals have strong pitching, the Braves 
also have their strong closer, Craig Kimbrel, 
returning to the bullpen. They also have a 
very strong rotation with returners Hudson, 
Medlin, Minor, Maholm, and Beachy. 
They have strong veterans to rely on like 
Uggla, Freeman, and McCann, but the 

Braves’ ultimate success will rely on the 
young infielders on the left side of the field. 
Andrelton Simmons will most likely be the 

man at shortstop 
and a young Chris 
Johnson will play 
third base, as he tries 
to fill the big shoes 
of Chipper Jones, 
who’s retired after 20 
seasons in Atlanta.

TYLER: While the 
arguments of the NL 
East will continue 
because of a very 
small bias on both 
of our parts, the real 
debate may be over 
which teams look 
likely to win the 
other divisions this 
season.

BUBBA:  In the 
National League I 

would have to pick the Braves in the East, the 
Brewers in the Central, the defending World 
Series Champion Giants in the West. The 
Nationals and Dodgers will battle it out in the 
wild card game. 

TYLER: Those teams all have strong 
arguments for playoff spots, but I don’t agree 
with all of the selections. I would lean toward 
the Nats in the East, the Cardinals in the 
Central, and the Dodgers in the West, with the 
Braves and the Giants competing in the wild 
card game. I just don’t think the Brewers have 
strong enough pitching to hold off the Cardi-
nals in the Central, while the defending champs 
will struggle against a strong Dodgers lineup 
that, with the help of coach Don Mattingly, will 
not slump like last season. The Dodgers should 
edge out the Giants in the West. 

BUBBA: True, the Giants have a huge title to 
defend and the Dodgers jumped out to a strong 
early lead in the West last season. But I believe 
this was aided by the struggle of San Francisco 
star Tim Lincecum. After the dominant pitcher 
struggled last season, he has changed his look. 
He hopes to change from his old nickname, 

               SEE BUBBA & TYLER pg 3

Bishops Sport Briefs
Lax Team Edged by Hollins, Opens 0-4

Despite a hat trick from freshman Haley 
Hopkins, North Carolina Wesleyan's 
lacrosse team dropped an 8-6 decision to 
Hollins University March 3 at Scalf Field.

With 15 minutes remaining and the 
score tied 6-6, Hollins tallied the final two 
goals of the match to claim victory.

Wesleyan had jumped to a 4-2 lead 
midway through the first half on scores 
by sophomore Jade Gold, senior Ashley 
Marks and a pair by Hopkins. Hollins 
countered with four unanswered goals 
over a five-minute span, but Marks would 
convert an extra-man opportunity as time 
expired to make the score 6-5 in favor of 
HU at the break.

Hopkins scored the tying goal less than 
three minutes into the second half on an assist 
from Gold. Bishop goalie Marissa Santos 
and HU’s Corrine Nicholson proceeded to 
hold their opponents in check over the next 
13 minutes.

Then Hollins got the go-ahead score at 
the 14:47 mark on an unassisted goal by 
Lindley Taylor. HU added an insurance 
goal with 3:49 remaining after Gold was 
sidelined with her second penalty.

Under new coach Emily Miller, the 
Bishops opened USA South Conference 
play March 6 with a 17-3 loss at Meredith. 
In earlier non-league action, the Bishops fell 
to St. Andrews, 21-4, and Davenport, 20-6.

(Article courtesy of Sports Information)

Baseball Takes 1 of 3 Conference Series
The Bishops baseball team opened 

USA Conference action by taking one 
of its first three series.

It won two of three games at Method-
ist in mid-February with two sparkling 
pitching performances. After the team lost 

the opener, 5-4, Jake Swartout pitched 
the Bishops to victory in the second 
game, 4-1, scattering six hits and striking 
out five in seven innings of work. 

In the rubber game, Hatteras Brooks led 
the team to an 8-1 win, tossing a six-hitter 
and striking out seven in a nine-inning com-
plete game. Catcher James Lovett drove in 
four runs on three hits, while shortstop Jake 
Alexander––batting a team-leading .398 
after 18 games––added two hits.

The Bishops then lost two of three in 
each of their next two conference series, to 
LaGrange at home, and Piedmont in Georgia.

After its spring break trip, NCWC 
sported a 7-11 overall record.

Softball Begins Season 3-3
The Bishops softball team enters con-

ference action with a 3-3 overall record 
after going 1-3 in the recent Virginia 
Wesleyan Beach Blast tournament.

The team’s sole tournament victory came 
against Mt. St. Vincent, 12-0, as starting 
pitcher Jasmine Edgren yielded four hits 
and struck out six in a contest called after 
five innings. Edgren paced the offense with 
four hits and two RBIs.

 In other tournament action, 
the Bishops lost to Salisbury, 13-1; 
Randolph-Macon, 9-3; and Bethany 
(W.Va.), 5-4.

The Bishops opened the 2013 campaign 
by sweeping Salem College (NC), 2-1 and 
10-5, on the road. In the first game, Leanna 
Fann tossed a five-hitter, and centerfielder 
Carla Matthews hit a homerun and drove 
in both NCWC runs. In game two, Kelsi 
Bailey pitched a seven-inning complete 
game, Kendra Hoes hit a homerun and 
drove in three, and Brittni Jones collected 
three hits and two RBIs. 
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The Freak, to a new one, The Geek, as he and 
the Giants aim for early success in the West.

TYLER: The West will come down to 
pitching and which staff can negate the other teams’ 
offensive prowess. Another team that relies on 
pitching is the Toronto Blue Jays. With the acquisi-
tion of knuckler R.A. Dickey, I believe the Jays 
will take the Al East. In addition, the Indians will 
claim the Central behind the leadership of former 
Boston manager Terry Francona, and the Angels 
will take  the West behind the bats of Pujols, Trout 
and Trumbo and the recently acquired  Hamilton. 
The wildcard game will then come down to 
the Yankees and the Tigers, two teams that will 
compete for their divisions but fall just a little short. 

BUBBA: I agree that the West will be won by 
the powerful bats of the Angels, as the pitching in 
Texas just won’t be able to handle them. But in To-
ronto, I’m concerned about Dickey’s consistency; 
the knuckleball can be inconsistent (and it’s hit a 
long way when batters connect). This fatal flaw 
will allow the Bronx Bombers to edge the Jays in 
a close battle in the East. In the Central I’d pick the 
Tigers in what looks to be the weakest division 
in the AL. AL East foes Toronto and Tampa 
Bay will meet in the wildcard game.

TYLER:  So who will you pick to win 
the pennants? 

BUBBA: Of course the Braves will make it 
all the way to the Fall Classic but unfortunately 
fall to the power of the Angels’ bats. 

TYLER: On the contrary, while the Angels’ 
bats may take them to the World Series, they 
will lose to the powerful pitching of the NL 
East champs, Washington.

Senior Samantha Urquhart eclipsed 1,000 career points during this 

past season.                          SI Photo

Tennis Team Opens Season by Trouncing CNU
NC Wesleyan men's tennis began its 

pursuit of a fifth straight USA South 
title March 3 with an 8-1 win over 
Christopher Newport on a cold, windy 
day at the Slick Family 
Foundation Tennis Center.

The win was doubly 
important for first-year 
coach Worth Richardson. It 
represented a significant win 
against a rival and it came 
against Richardson’s alma 
mater, where he both played 
and served as a coach.

Junior Robert Kjellberg 
continued his stellar play, 
teaming with Artsiom 
Prostak for an 8-3 win at #1 
doubles before cruising to a 
6-0, 6-0 sweep at #1 singles.

Also in doubles action, 
the Bishop duo of Peter 
Hviid and Johan Ljungdahl 
were 8-3 winners at the #2 
seed, while Mikhail Konnov 
and Marcus Pola teamed for 
an 8-6 win at the #3 flight.

In singles play, Prostak 
was a straight-set winner 
at the #2 seed (7-6, 6-1) over CNU's 
Chiraag Shetty, as was Ljungdahl at 
the #3 position (6-2, 6-2) over Joey 
Manilla. The Captains managed their 
lone point at the #4 seed as Robbie 
Wagner picked up a three-set victory 
(6-2, 0-6, 6-3) over Konnov.

The Bishops wrapped up play with 
straight-set wins at the #5 and #6 flights, 
with Eduardo Ugalde and Iraklii Marutian 
surrendering just six games combined.

The Bishops (3-4, 1-0 USA South), 
ranked #15 in the latest ITA national 
poll, traveled to California over spring 
break for a trio of competitive matches 
versus Pomona-Pitzer, Trinity and 
Claremont-Mudd-Scripps.  
(Article courtesy of Sports Information)

Before the CNU match, the men’s 
team competed in the ITA Indoor 
Championships in Minnesota, where 
the Bishops lost three matches against 

higher-ranked teams: Kenyon (8-1), 
Johns Hopkins (6-3) and UC Santa 
Cruz (5-4). The Decree conducted an 
interview with Richardson after the 
team returned.

Q. In Minnesota, you lost three tough 
matches, but you must have seen some 
positives during the week of competition. 
What did you learn about your team?

A. I learned that I was right…
despite returning only one full-time 
starter (Kjellberg) this team is capable 
of beating any team in the nation. It’s 
tough to find positives when we lost three 
matches which were all full of opportuni-
ties to win, but with a youthful team 
we certainly can take away confidence, 
we’re capable of greatness.

Q. In what specific ways will competi-
tion in the tournament help strengthen 
your team in upcoming conference action 
and beyond?

A. Playing at National Indoors was key 
for us, given our youth. Many of our new 
players had no idea what the top heights 
of Division III tennis looked like. After 
this weekend, they have a much better 
understanding of just how good this year’s 
team can be. There is little doubt the 
experience of playing close matches with 
three top-ten teams was huge for the men.

Q. What were the standout perfor-
mances by Wesleyan’s athletes?

A. The doubles team of Prostak and 
Kjellberg went undefeated at Indoors and, 
in doing so, beat the region’s top ranked 
team. In singles, Kjellberg was also able 
to exact revenge for last year’s loss against 
the region’s #2 player Andy Hersch of 
Johns Hopkins. Prostak was perhaps the 
biggest surprise of the entire tournament 
for any team. He beat a ranked player from 

UC Santa Cruz and was the only person to 
take a set from Kenyon’s #2, who finished 
last year ranked 3rd in the country. Fresh-
man Mike Konnov won his match against 
Santa Cruz and was in a third set with our 
region’s 11th-ranked player before play 
was stopped. Johan Ljungdahl impressed 
with a win against Santa Cruz and pushing 
Hwang of Hopkins to three sets (Wang is 
ranked top 10 in the region). While young, 
this year’s team has plenty of ability.

Q. How would you characterize the 
team’s progress so far? Is it on schedule 
for a successful conference season and 
then a strong run in the NCAAs?

A. With one full-time starter returning 
from last year’s team, it is nothing short of 
amazing what our guys have been able to do 
thus far. We’ve been able to get big-match 
experience very quickly in the season and 
now the guys are believing in themselves. 
Moving forward, we’re set up to do very well 
in the conference. With the progress we’ve 
shown in such a short time, no one in the 

country will want to see Wesleyan in their 
section of the draw, come NCAAs in May.

Q. Based on what you’ve seen, in what 
areas does your team need to improve?

A. While we can certainly improve 
every aspect of our game, the focus has to 
be on the mental side. Getting their confi-
dence to grow and being able to think more 
clearly on the court are two things which 
will help this team be the best they can be. 
Every day they’ve shown improvement 
and the focus needs to be on continuing to 
improve that, one day at a time. 

Q. Is your lineup set?
A. The lineup is never set as we 

certainly have talented players on the 
bench right now. However, right now 
our lineup consists of (1-6) Kjellberg, 
Prostak, Ljungdahl, Hviid, Konnov, 
and Pola,  with Kjellberg pairing with 
Prostak, Ljungdahl with Hviid, and Pola 
with Konnov in doubles.

Artsiom Prostak excelled in the recent 

national indoor championships.                       SI Photo

Men’s Basketball Finishes 16-11, 
Givens Leads Nation in Scoring
Reported by Rebecca Staylor
Decree Staff Writer

The men’s basketball team ended 
its season by losing to Christopher 
Newport, 72-59, in the semi-final 
round of the USA South Conference 
tournament February 22 in Fayette-
ville’s Crown Center Arena.  

Senior Brandon Givens led the 
team with 19 points and finished 
his only season as a Bishop as the 
leading scorer (26.8 points per game) 
in the nation. Chris Ford scored 10 
for the Bishops.

Against CNU, the Bishops fell 13 
points behind by half-time as the team 

made just 10 of 33 field goals. Givens 
scored 4 points on 2-of-6 shooting.

Senior guard Cornelius Snow 
acknowledged that CNU is always a 
tough opponent for the Bishops. “We 
just couldn't make shots,” he said.

 The Bishops ramped up the offense 
in the second half, as Givens added 15 
points with 3 field goals and 9-of-10 
shooting from the foul line. But the 
team was unable to close the 13-point 
deficit. CNU shot 42% from the field 
for the game and made 5 three-points, 
while the Bishops totaled 33%, with 
just one 3-pointer.

Freshman C.J. Burney was 
impressed by the discipline exhibited 
by the Captain players. “They took 
the shots coaches wanted them to take 
instead of the ones they wanted to 
attempt,” he said.

While agreeing that CNU was 
disciplined, senior guard Julian 
Martin thinks the Bishops would have 
prevailed in a rematch. “CNU is a 
great team,” he said. “If we could play 
them again, I think the outcome would 
be different. All the nerves would have 
been gone.”

As the fourth-seed, the Bishops 
advanced to the semi-finals by beating 
fifth-seeded Methodist, the host school, 
by a score of 70-62. Givens paced the 
offense with a game-high 27 points 
and, with 11 rebounds, he was the only 
player to achieve a double-double.

Snow was the team’s second-
leading scorer with 11 points, 9 from 
the 3-point arc. “We were really 
focused for this game,” he said. “It 
felt like the world was against us and 
we went in with a ‘Fu** the whole 
world’ attitude.” 

After losing its season-opening 
game to UNC-Wilmington, the 
Bishops raced to 7-1 start. The team 
finished with 16-11 overall record and 
a 6-8 conference mark. The Bishops 
were 11-2 at home, highlighted by 
112-109, double-overtime thriller 
over CNU, with Givens scoring a 
school-record 50 points.

NCWC Women’s Hoops Team, 
Seeded 4th, Eliminated in Semis

The women’s basketball team improved 
its USA South Conference record to 11-7 in 
2013, finishing fourth and advancing to the 
semi-finals in the conference tournament, 
where it lost to Ferrum, 79-70.

The team was 13-14 overall, in Artina 
Trader’s fourth year as head coach. The 
Bishops compiled a 9-9 conference mark 
and a 12-12 overall record last year.

The Ferrum loss represented the last game 
for two NCWC seniors, Samantha Urquhart, 
the team’s leading scorer (12.6 ppg) and 
rebounder (9.4 rpg), and Leann Breeden (3.7 
rpg, 3.5 ppg). Urquhart was a second-team 
all-conference selection in a season that saw 
her surpass 1,000 points for her career.

The Decree conducted interviews 
with Coach Trader and Urquhart.

Q. Your team has continued to 
improve in conference action. What will 
it take for the team to reach the next level 
and compete for a title?

A. We need to be consistent on the 
offensive end of the court. As a team, 
we’re not “great” outside shooters (by 
great, I mean we aren’t like Steve Kerr or 
JJ Reddick; we’re more like Paul Pierce 
or JR Smith). But we typically get a high 
volume of shots from forcing turnovers. 
If we converted all our steals into lay-
ups, then we probably could have won 
two or three more games this season.

We need to become more consistent 
in rebounding; offensive rebounds 
give you more possessions and create 
“second chance points.” We also need 
to figure out how to win games on the 
road; in the last two years we’ve only 
lost three games at home in conference 
play, but on the road we’ve only won 
six in that span.

Q. You edged CNU at home, 69-68. That 
must have been one of the highlights in 
2013. How were you feeling after that win?

A. I was really happy for the players. Not 
many teams beat Christopher Newport (the 
Captains only had two losses all regular sea-
son, and we gave them their first one). So for 

our players to do that, it lets them see that we 
can beat a nationally ranked team when we’re 
focused. The ladies were very excited, which 
I found interesting until I realized that none of 
the players had ever beaten them before, so it 
was good they got to experience that.

 Q. Then the next time you faced 
the Captains, you were crushed, losing 
96-32. What was up with that?

A. We did not play well (which is 
typical of us on the road) and CNU was 
extremely focused. I’m sure it was a 
result of Wesleyan giving them their first 
loss and the fact that they had found out 
earlier that day that their athletic director 
had died from complications with cancer.

Q. You took the helm in 2009 and your 
tenure here has coincided with that of 
Samantha Urquhart and Leann Breeden, 
your two graduating seniors. Talk about 
their development over the years.

A. I’m sure if you ask Leann and 
Samantha they would agree that the first 
two years felt very long but these last two 
years have flown by. The last two years, 
Leann did a much better job of playing a 
position that I felt was best for her and the 
team. Offensively, she’s more comfortable 
on the perimeter but defensively, she 
is better suited for the post area. Once 
she accepted that she’s a jump-shooting 
forward, she became a more productive 
student-athlete. While Samantha has been 
consistent over the last four years, she 
still had areas of improvement, mainly 
her outside shooting and fitness level. She 
steadily improved on both over the last 
two years and it really showed this season.

Q. Despite losing Urquhart and 
Breeden, you must be excited about next 
year’s team. Why should Bishops fans 
look forward to 2013-14?

A. We’re in a position to have another 
good year. If everyone returns to play bas-
ketball, we’ll be returning 76% of our scor-
ing (48.6 ppg) and 69% of our rebounding 
(30 rpg). With that said, the returners would 
still have areas for improvement.

Q. In the NFL draft, there is always 
talk about whether to select the top avail-
able athlete or a player to fill a specific 
need. How do you approach recruiting? 
Will you be looking to find players at 
specific positions?

A. We obviously need to bring in two 
post players to replace Leann and Samantha. 
But on the Division III level, you always 
have to recruit good student-athletes.

 Q. You’ve been successful in recruit-
ing in your home turf of Maryland. I 
assume you will continue to recruit there. 
Do you plan to recruit in any new areas 
of the country?

A. Yes, I will continue to recruit in 
Maryland, but I’m trying to get more play-
ers from North Carolina as well as Virginia. 
This recruiting class could feature a good 
balance of MD, NC, and VA athletes.

Urquhart Reflects 
on NCWC Career

Q. What would you say distinguishes 
the 2012 and 2013 teams from the teams 
of your first two years? 

A. I think players were coming into 
their own. In other words, they become 
more confident and worked hard at the 
job they knew they had to do in order for 
the team to be successful.

Q. What was the highlight of the 
2013 season?

A. It was definitely beating CNU. First 
of all, they were the only team in the confer-
ence that we had not beaten since I've been 
playing here. Second, CNU was ranked 
nationally. So to be able to shake things up 
a little was amazing. It was a hard-fought 
game; we were down 15 at halftime and 
to come back and win the game says a lot 
about the character and ability of our team.

Q. What are your fondest memories of 
your time on the hoops team?

A. Honestly I will miss all the little 
moments the most. Of course I'll miss 
playing the game and of course I'll miss 
the games that were like “How in the 
world did we win?” But ultimately it will 
be the things that you can't really put in 
words, things like dancing in the locker 
room before games or all the little super-
stitions we had as a team. My teammates 
brought so many different personalities to 
the table and there was always something 
at every game or every practice that just 
made me think I'll miss it.

Q. In what specific ways has playing 
basketball at Wesleyan helped in your overall 
education and preparation for life after college?

A. It’s prepared me for life in many 
different ways. For example, the coaches 
have often pushed me to a point where I 
didn't think I could do anymore. But at 
the end of the day you see that you’re still 
alive. You have to appreciate that because 
they make you see that you’re capable of 
going further than expected. I’ve learned 
that you just have to work with what you 
have, and the faster you accept the things 
you can't change, the smoother the ride 
will be. Most important, I learned that trust 
is key in everything you do. Without trust 
the job gets a lot harder, but with it you 
(the team) can accomplish great things.
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Q. In your former position, you were often 
seen chatting with students at your desk.

A. Students were very open and talked 
with me about a wide variety of issues, 
including family problems, personal 
struggles, relationship issues or school-
related challenges. There are still former 
students today that will call to check on 
me and keep me updated with their lives.  

Q. You took classes as you worked and raised 
a family. What did you find most challenging 
about pursing your own college education?

A. I began working on my degree during 
fall 1993. I was lacking in some computer skills, 
which I needed for my current job. I signed up 
to take CIS-195, which was a basic computer 
class at the time. From there, I was hooked and 
decided to take advantage of the opportunity that 
had been afforded to me. Since it had always been 
my desire, and Wesleyan was generous enough 
to assist me in my efforts, I made the decision to 
pursue a BS in business administration.

There were many struggles and challenges 
along the way. Since I was not your traditional 
student, I had to juggle a full-time job, as well as 
being a wife, mom of two small children, active 
church member and all the other stuff that would 
fall in between. So because of circumstances, 
I wasn’t able to be consistent in attending each 
semester, and wanted to give up along the way. 
But I had a couple of great motivators in my life. 
First, was my mom, now 91, who has always 
been a hard worker, as well as my role model. 
Second, was Kay Watson, wife of professor 
emeritus, Dr. Rick Watson. She was an English 
tutor for the SSC at one time.  She had not been 
a traditional student and knew how taxing it 

could be. She continuously encouraged me 
not to give up. I began this journey in 1993 
and completed my degree in 2010, all of 17 
years.

 Q. How has being a student yourself influenced 
you in your dealings with our current students?

A. Since I was not a traditional student, 
I think it’s much easier for me to encour-
age and motivate them to be the best that 
they can be during this stage of their lives. 
Also, I tell them to not give up on their 
dream, but to pursue it with much passion. 

Q. What was your reaction to receiv-
ing your recent promotion?

A. I was very excited. I was also humbled 
because it was something that I’ve wanted 
to do for a long time. I find that being able 
to coach students on life and career choices, 
during a time when some of them are still 
unsure, is very rewarding.

Q. What are your main responsibilities 
in your new position?

A. In this role I advise a core group of first-year 
students by helping them understand the meaning 
of a liberal arts education while helping them to 
grow personally, as well as academically. I also 
coordinate the disability testing services. These 
services provide students that have documented 
disabilities an area outside of the classroom to 
schedule and take tests in a proctored environment.   

 Q. What do you most enjoy about 
working at NCWC?

A. This June will mark my 20th year at 
NCWC and I have definitely seen many 
changes in those 20 years. But the greatest 
highlight is seeing the students transition from 
young, frightened freshmen to wise, mature 
adults, ready to take on the world, and knowing 
that I was responsible for part of their journey!

Robin Manley, a graduate of 

Wesleyan’s ASPIRE program, 

has published a novel. Look for 

an interview with Manley in an 

upcoming  issue.        G. Wallace Photo

Professor Publishes Book on Husband’s Battle with Disease
(“Miracles for Daddy: A Family's Inspi-

rational Fight against a Modern Medical 
Goliath.” Burro Publishing, 2012. 341 
pages. $19.95. Available on Amazon.com)

Dr. Erica Kosal, associate professor of bi-
ology, has written a book about her husband’s 
ongoing battle with chronic Lyme disease, a 
subject, according to the book’s promotional 
materials, “of considerable controversy 
within the medical establishment.”

Told in first-person narration, Dr. Kosal’s 
story recounts the way her extended family 
has coped with the diagnosis and treatment 
of the disease, not to mention their often 
trying experiences with physicians and in-
surance companies. She noted that, at first, 
her husband, Jim Young, was misdiagnosed 
with ALS (known as Lou Gehrig’s disease).

Residents of Raleigh, Dr. Kosal and Young 
are the parents of two young children, Braxton, 
6, and Annalise, 4. Young, 54, is on leave from 
his job at a software development company.

The Decree conducted a recent email 
interview with Dr. Kosal about the 
writing and publication of her book.

Q.  When did Jim become sick?
A. The first signs that Jim was having 

problems came in the summer of 2007. He 
was having bad neck pain, migraine/sinus 
headaches that seemed to come on strongest 
after drinking alcohol, and having muscle 
cramps and fasciculation (where neurons fire 
randomly in your body). He also was having 
trouble twisting the caps off of bottles.

Q. Talk about the original diagnosis.
A. The original misdiagnosis came after 

visiting many physicians, both general and 
specialists. After seeing a neurologist and having 
various tests administered, the conclusion drawn, 
based on eliminating other things, was ALS/
Lou Gehrig’s disease. When we questioned 
the physician, asking about Jim's many other 
symptoms that didn't match the ALS diagnosis, 
we were discounted, told we weren't as "well 
read" on the topic as our doctor was and told 
basically to "go away.” Not only were we 
shocked and saddened about the diagnosis, but 
we were left with a horrible taste in our mouth on 
how the announcement was so callously made 
and how the medical community was so quick to 
discount (other possibilities). We felt deflated and 
unsupported by the medical establishment.

Q. My understanding is that a specialist 
in another state offered the correct diagnosis. 
What is Jim’s current state of health?

A. Jim has chronic Lyme disease with 
“ALS mimic” symptoms. The bacteria (from 
a tick bite) hit his diaphragm such that it 
doesn't work the way that it should. This led 
to a tracheostomy. The bacteria also have hit 
Jim's muscular system––he has much muscle 
wasting, which has taken its toll on his body. 
Currently he cannot walk on his own.

Q. What prompted you to write a book?
A. I knew that Jim's story was so inspirational 

and that it could help other people facing hardship 
and uncertainty. I also wanted to help provide 
some insight into how dangerous Lyme disease 
can be. We’re led to believe that Lyme disease 

is not really a big deal. You take antibiotics for 
it and you’re good to go a few weeks later. This 
turns out to be true only if you catch Lyme early 
in the process. If it goes undetected for months 
or years, you’re going to be in trouble. Lyme is 
so problematic that many consider it to be more 
prevalent than HIV and the term "epidemic" gets 
used to describe what is happening in this country.

Q. Talk about your initial plan to write the 
book with author and columnist Mitch Albom.

A. When I decided that getting Jim's story 
out there was important, I thought about Mitch 
Albom.  He’s the author of many best-selling 
books, including “Tuesdays with Morrie,” a 
book about a man with ALS.  His books are 
always good stories and inspirational. I knew 
that if Mitch Albom wrote a book about Jim, 
people would buy it and Lyme would be better 
understood. In particular I thought of him after 
reading his book “Have a Little Faith,” where 
he writes the line "I am in love with hope.” 
This sparked my creative juices and my desire 
for Mitch to write the book.

Q. What happened with those plans?
A. On several occasions, I was fortunate 

to talk with Mr. Albom’s personal assistant, 
who did seem very interested in the story. After 
several emails back and forth, there was always 

a long break when Mr. Albom was busy with 
some other project. During the interim, I started 
writing notes that I was hopeful I could pass 
along to him. Then I just kept writing and friends 
encouraged me to write the book, saying things 
like "You can write the story better than anyone 
because it’s your story."  Eventually I decided 
that I did want to tell the story and stopped 
pursuing the collaboration with Mr. Albom.

Q. When did you start writing? 
Describe your composition process.

A. I started writing in the summer of 2009 and 
finished last December. My ideas came quickly, 
as the story was true. I just needed to decide what 
parts to share and which parts were of value to 
a reader. I sketched things out on my computer, 
writing as I went. Years later, my editor asked me 
to write an outline of each chapter. This was a 
helpful process and allowed me to reorder things 
and restructure others within a chapter.

The book itself didn't take long to write in one 
sense––the story flowed––but I had minimum 
time to write during any given week.  Because of 
my teaching obligations, the bulk of the writing 
came in summers.  This was hard because, 
during the academic year, I was busy with other 
responsibilities. So when I could get back to the 
book months later, I had to "get in the groove" 

again and reread things; this could eat up major 
parts of the day. At the end of the process, when 
my editor came on the scene, there was a lot of 
work to do.  She was great at helping me see 
more of a story rather than just a telling of events. 
She instructed me to really focus on what the 
readers would find compelling.   

Q. I think many of your Wesleyan col-
leagues wonder how you could manage to write 
a book while serving as division chair, teaching 
a full load, and caring for your husband and 
young children. How did you do it?

A. Writing itself was very helpful to me 
and part of my healing process too. So in this 
regard during the summer I would sneak in 
several hours occasionally, but usually very late 
at night. The kids were asleep, Jim was settled, 
my work for NCWC was at a stopping point, 
and then I could stay up really late to write a bit.

Q. What was the most difficult part of 
writing a book?

A. The hardest part was trying to tell a story 
without too many details that the reader would 
find daunting. As a scientist I was taught to 
write objectively, to state the facts. With this 
book, there was much subjectivity (What do 
I include? What level of detail do I present? 
Does that part get omitted for a better flow? 

What words were said by this person? etc.). 
It was just such a different medium for me. I 
was used to writing scientific articles. Before 
writing the book, I had moved into blogging 
about the experiences with Jim. But in both 
cases, the publications were short. Writing a 
book was another world and knowing if I got 
the "formula" correct is still up in the air!

Q. What advice were you given in 
writing the book?

A. All readers of the initial drafts said the 
same thing "You need to add details and tell 
the story,” rather than making this a reporting 
of the facts. My editor encouraged me to share 
feelings, thoughts, sounds, smells––things that 
a reader could picture in his or her mind. The 
idea was to create "visual scenes," as she put it.

Q. How did you feel when you 
finished and found a publisher?

A. I actually don't feel like I’m finished. I ended 
up at several workshops on writing, promoting, 
and marketing your book. I knew that writing the 
book was only a small part of the overall process. 
The act of getting it out there and hopefully selling 
a lot of copies and helping people is the real "meat 
of the business," so to speak. So in that regard, I 
feel like I’ve really just started this process.

Q. What do you hope readers will take 
from your book?

A. I hope they will realize the power that they 
have to take any situation and see the good hidden 
in it, the power to grab the reins and direct their 
futures. They cannot necessarily control the event, 
but they can control how they respond to it. I would 
also like readers to understand the real threat of 
Lyme disease and to take action, if need be.

State Poet Laureate, Joseph Bathanti, Visits NCWC
By Jessica Autumne Smith ‘09
Special Contributor

Writer Joseph Bathanti gave a rousing 
poetry reading at NC Wesleyan February 
27, touching on subjects that ranged from 
his Catholic upbringing in “gritty” Pitts-
burgh, to his volunteer work in prisons, to 
his love of the North Carolina landscape.

Appearing as part of the college’s 
Visiting Writer Series, Bathanti is the 
current poet laureate of North Carolina.

According to his biography on the NC Arts 
Council website, Bathanti has taught writing 
workshops in prisons for more than 30 years 
and once served as chair of the NC Writers’ 

Network Prison project. A self-described “Italian 
Catholic Yank from Pittsburgh,” Bathanti 
moved to North Carolina in 1976 to work 
in Huntersville prison in Ansen County as a 
Vista volunteer. He confessed to the Wesleyan 
audience that he was sent to work in the prison 
system because, with a masters degree in 
English literature, he had very few “skills.”

The poet said that he was at Fountain 
Correctional Facility on the morning of his 
reading. His prison experiences have been a 
source of inspiration for his poetry. “Women’s 
Prison” is a moving portrait of children being 
taken to visit their inmate mothers. As he 
read, Bathanti’s voice carried a tremendous 
presence. One could not help but be moved 
by words and imagery delivered with such 
passion. Bathanti read another poem, inspired 
by his work in the prisons, “Flate,” which tells 
the story of an inmate basketball team.

Many of Bathanti’s poems are autobio-
graphical in nature. “The Footlocker” was 
written about the day before he left Pittsburgh 
to come to North Carolina back in the 1970s. 
He told the audience that it was a “a great gift” 
that he was raised in “gritty urban Pittsburgh” 
and then came of age as a writer in the South. 
“It allows for a unique voice,” he said.

Other poems read that night included, 
“Entering an Abandoned House,” “The 
Woods Behind the Tenant Shack,” and 
“Crying.” Bathanti also read the title poem 
from his book “Land of Amnesia” and the 
poem “Ansen County,” both love poems 
for his wife. He also read two sonnets 
from his newest collection, “Sonnets of the 
Cross,” which was released February 13.

Raised as a Catholic, Bathanti’s faith is often 
revealed through his writing. The poem “Run-
ning,” is about a jogger praying the Hail Mary 
during his workout. The title poem from his 
book “Restoring Sacred Art” is a humorous, yet 
reverent work, recalling when Bathanti helped 
his friend carry a statue of Mary and the Christ 
Child up four flights of stairs to his friend’s 
apartment workshop. The friend restored icons, 
such as crucifixes and statutes of the saints, 
some of which could be almost life-size and 
rather heavy. Bathanti is an excellent storyteller, 
using just the right descriptions to bring his 
poems and characters to life.

Before he read each poem, Bathanti 
commented on his inspiration for the piece, putting 
the work in context for the audience. Bathanti 
writes prose as well as poetry, but in a recent phone 
interview, he admitted his preference for poetry. 
“But only because it’s more accessible,” he said. 
“Poetry, as a shorter medium, is more manageable 
than say a novel, which could take years.”

Although he prefers poetry, Bathanti 
is an accomplished fiction writer as 
well, with several collections of short 
stories and a few novels to his name. 

“The only problem with fiction is that 
it requires a plot. Poetry can have plot, 
but it’s not crucial like it is in fiction.”

Bathanti told the Wesleyan audience that 
in talking to aspiring writers, he is “always 
harping on place. Place gives you authority as 
a writer you wouldn’t otherwise have.” Place 
and setting are always important in literature, 
and the “mythology of place” creates a dis-
tinct flavor of Southern and North Carolinian 
works and authors. Bathanti praised North 
Carolina, saying there was not a better state in 
the country in which to be a writer.

Speaking of his writing workshops, Bathanti 
said, “Fiction writers do have it easier; they have 
models to mimic. Most of my students think they 
are poets because they have feelings. They try to 
be poets without having ever read a single poem.”

But Bathanti also admits in a video on the NC 
Arts Council website that he “became a writer 
by pretending to be a writer, by engaging in the 
practice.” He encourages his students to read, 
widely and often, to study literary models, 
but also to find their own voice and to not get 
discouraged. He advises in another video clip, 
“Never apologize for where you begin. You 
have to write badly before you can write well.”

Joseph Bathanti teaches creative writing at 
Appalachian State University where he is also 
Director of Writing in the Field Program and 
a Writer-In Residence. He plans to continue 
teaching, writing, and offering his fiction and 
poetry workshops, especially in the prisons.

According to the NC Arts Council Web-
site, “the North Carolina Poet Laureate 
acts as an ambassador of North Carolina 
literature, using the office as a platform 
from which to promote North Carolina 
writers and the potentially transformative 
qualities of poetry and the written word.”

During a recent phone interview, Bathanti 
explained that the main way he promotes NC 
literature is through his travels and readings like 
the one he performed at Wesleyan. “Traveling 
to little rural towns, and little libraries, meeting 
all sorts of people, bringing access to the arts, 
promoting reading and the humanities––it’s a 
very humbling honor,” he said.

NCWC’s Visiting Writers Series is funded, 
in part, by the Eleanor Hoyt Smith Memorial 
Fund. The fund, named after the mother of 
Professor Emeritus Terry Smith, supports, 
in his words, “reading and the places it is in 
encouraged” and other projects such as the 
digitization of the college’s VHS collection. 
The fund is a way to honor Smith’s mother as, 
he explained, “she always loved the visiting 
writers series; the excitement of the crowds 
and the wonder of hearing a new voice.”

In his opening remarks, Dr. Steve Ferebee, 
professor of English, pointed out Dr. Smith’s 
long involvement in the series, which, he said, 
“is one of the things that make us a college.”

 

Film Reviews
By Alyson Matarazzo
Senior Staff Writer

“The Hobbit”
A prequel to the “Lord of the Rings” trilogy, 

“The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey” is the 
first of three movies based on the story of J. R. R. 
Tolkien’s fantasy novel. It follows Bilbo Baggins 
on an unexpected (ha) quest to help reclaim 
the dwarf kingdom that was lost long ago to a 
dragon. Bilbo is asked by the wizard Gandalf to 
leave his safe life and join a company of dwarves. 
“Home is now behind you. The world is ahead,” 
Gandalf tells Bilbo. The legendary warrior, 
Thorin Oakenshield, leads the company first 
through the Lonely Mountain in the East. They 
must traverse the tunnels while evading capture. 
When he is separated from the group, Bilbo 
encounters a foe, Gollum, and, in the process, 
discovers a new sense of courage and cleverness. 
Bilbo Baggins collects Gollum’s “precious,” a 
simple gold ring he is unwilling to give back.  

The movie was wonderful. The audience will 
recognize some of the same characters from the 
“Lord of the Rings” trilogy, but the company 
is comprised of 13 men who don’t make it into 
“LotR.” The audience can see the sense of ca-
maraderie these men hold for one another. There 
are jokes, songs, and stories of the past. They talk 
about their leader, Thorin. While telling Bilbo 
of the previous battle against the dragon, one 
mentions, “There is one I could follow. There is 
one I could call king.”  Gandalf’s need to help the 
dwarves, to do what is right and just, surpasses 
his loyalty to Saruman, head of Gandalf’s order 
of wizards. He explains that “Saruman believes 
it is only great power that holds evil in check, but 
that is not what I found. I found that it is the small 
things, everyday deeds of ordinary folk, that keep 
the darkness at bay. Simple acts of kindness and 
love.”  There were songs and a never-ending 
supply of dry humor and sarcasm.  

Rating: ★★★★★
“Les Miserables”
“Les Miserables” opened in theaters Christmas 

day. The movie, set in 19th-century France, tells a 
story of redemption, broken dreams, and unrequited 
love. Hugh Jackman (Jean Valjean), Russell 
Crowe (Javert), and Anne Hathaway (Fontine) 
were perfect for their parts. Valjean is released 
from prison but breaks parole, and Javert spends 
decades searching for him. Nine years after Valjean 
disappears, Javert shows up in the same town 
where Valjean is the mayor.  Luckily for Valjean, 
Javert is told Valjean was found already.  Fontine 
is forced into prostitution by the need to pay for her 
daughter Cosette’s medicine. Valjean takes Fontine 
to a hospital to die and promises he will take care of 
Cosette. He and Cosette disappear for another 
eight years, until the French Revolution.  

The movie was superb. Every song was 
taped live and the audience not only hears the 
lyrics but feels them deep in the gut.  Every 
word, every nuance of the actors’ faces is either 
a blow or a caress to your heart.  When Valjean 
is surprised and humbled by the Bishop’s grace 
and understanding and his voice cracks or fades, 
when Fontine is desperate enough to throw away 
pride and sleep with her first customer, she shows 
such sarcastic, heartbreaking, anger; when Cosette 
sings of her castle on a cloud, the audience knows 
the innocence and feels the need for love just like 
Cosette. Valjean’s need for redemption follows 
him through the years until death takes him. 

Rating:  ★★★★★


