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Dionne Lucket, Steve Pavelsky and Kathleen Tolbert rehearse for  Shake-

speare’s “The Tempest,” which Wesleyan will stage in Minges Auditorium 

March 8-10. All shows will begin at 8 p.m. See the cast list on page four.
      Photos courtesy of R. Drake.

What Is the Purpose of a College Education?
By Leila Heinonen
Decree Staff Writer

(This article is based on the report-
ing of Michael Billinger, Georgettae 
Fields-Turrentine and Alvin Hare).

Attaining a college education has 
become a prized commodity, especially 
with the onset of the recession. Several 
NC Wesleyan students were recently 
asked what they thought the purpose of a 
college education was. And the responses 
varied––from gaining new experiences to 
securing a degree and a better salary. 

Many Wesleyan students know 
what is expected in the real world and 
how a college degree can improve 
their marketability in a tight job 
market. Seniors Tiffany Ross, Denver 
Nixon, and Orlando Webb see a college 
education as a requirement for better 
job opportunities. “A college degree 
gives you the best chance in landing a 
great job,” said Ross, a criminology and 
sociology major. 

Webb stood out by stating that 
obtaining a college degree does not 
always guarantee immediate success 
or any form of success at all. But he 
did state that “the chance of finding 
employment is much more likely for 
someone who has a college degree 
versus someone who doesn’t have a 
degree. It’s something that opens the 
door for other opportunities.”

Linh Nguyen of Vietnam said the 
current economic downturn makes a col-
lege degree essential. “It would be very 
hard for one to succeed without a college 
education in the bad economy,” he said.   

Students were not only interested in 
acquiring better job prospects, but also 
the skills developed while in college. 
Webb offered some of his wisdom by 
stating that college gives one an oppor-
tunity to “better your life in preparation 
for the real world. College is a time to 
gain skills.” He referred to the leadership 
skills that he developed while a member 

of the Battling Bishops football program. 
Devon Whitaker emphasized the abil-

ity to network that one gains in college. 
“College offers the opportunity to meet 
interesting people through networking,” 
he said. “It can be an invaluable resource 
since it might open the door for employ-
ment in this struggling economy.” 

While many student responses 
focused on job opportunities, others 
discussed the personal development and 
enrichment that can occur at a college 
like Wesleyan. Many mentioned the new 
sense of freedom and independence.

Earning a college degree is a high prior-
ity for Tyler Payne, a sophomore business 
major. He feels that it prepares one for 
the rest of his life. In college, he said, 
“you learn so much and it’s probably the 
first time you’re not under your parents’ 
supervision for long periods of time. It 
helps mold you into the person you will 
become as an adult. It’s that important.”

Shamika Grenardo, a sophomore, agrees 
with Payne. “Obtaining a college education 
helps promote self-independence,” she said, 
adding that she wants to avoid “returning to 
the nest” after graduation.

Other students stressed the unique 
experiences that college provides. Junior 
Vivian Brown stated that learning about 
other cultures was one of the reasons why 
she chose to attend college. “I came from 
a standard home where everything was 
the same,” Brown said. “I wanted to learn 
about different people and their cultures 
that were outside of the United States.”

Senior TaQuetta Jones, a psychology 
major, echoed Brown’s comments. 
“College allows you to better yourself 
and gives you a chance to meet different 
people and see things you wouldn’t 
normally see,” Jones stated.

Like several other students inter-
viewed, Bakari Walker came to college 
in hopes of inspiring his family. On top 
of the personal satisfaction one feels by 

earning a degree, Walker wanted to be 
a role model."Not a lot of people go to 
college in my immediate family,” said 
Walker, a freshman psychology major. 
“I'll be the second male to attend.”

Senior Brittany Holiday, a criminal 
justice and sociology major, expressed 
similar sentiments. She pursued a 
college education in hopes of not only 
bettering herself and her family, but all 
who come in contact with her. “I can 
have an opportunity for success and 
those who look up to me can better 
themselves as well,” Holiday said. 

Sophomore Jennifer Rich is the first 
in her family to attend college. “I want 
to show nieces, nephews and cousins 
that it’s not about where you came from 
or how much you had,” she said. “It’s 
about where you’re going in life.”

According to John Mendy, in 
addition to giving one a better chance of 
being successful, a college degree offers 
students a chance to find their niche and 
contribute fully to society.

In New Position Infantino Supports 
Growing Number of Internationals
By Georgettae Fields-Turrentine
and Leila Heinonen
Decree Staff Writers

As the number of international stu-
dents increases, NCWC has called on 
Patricia Infantino to lead the new office 
of International Student Services. The 
Brazil native has a double role: While 
guiding and helping international 
students, she teaches Spanish and 
English as a second language (ESL).  

Infantino starts her day at 5:30 a.m., 
taking care of her two daughters; she is 
at her office by 7. “I teach an 8 o’clock 
Spanish class,” she said, “so I have to 
come early to prepare and be here if the 
students have something to ask.”

After years of foreign language 
classes being nonexistent, NCWC has 
brought back Spanish and Infantino is 
working hard to 
develop a Spanish 
minor. “It’s very 
important to learn 
foreign languages, 
especially Spanish in 
the U.S.,” she said. 
Infantino has noticed 
that Americans are 
not as interested as 
international students 
are in learning a 
foreign language. 
“International 
students are more 
interested because 
they have been more 
exposed to it (foreign 
language instruc-
tion),” she said.

Infantino 
stressed the impor-
tance of learning 
about other ethnic groups. “Learning a 
foreign language opens up a student’s 
mind and their sense of the world,” she 
said. “I wish American students would 
realize that. Here in the U.S we don’t 
have a culture that is open to learning 
foreign languages or about other 
cultures.”

Junior Evgeniy Bukatin, a business 
major, is interested in a Spanish minor.  
“I think it would be really good if 
we get the Spanish minor, because 
it is very important to learn foreign 
languages to increase the global under-
standing of different cultures,” he said, 
adding that bilingual job candidates 
have an advantage in the job market.

Bukatin thinks Infantino is doing a 
fine job of teaching and developing the 
language program. “I like Mrs. Infan-
tino,” said Bukatin. “She knows how to 
teach and interact with students.”   

Enrollment in Spanish classes 
climbed to 32 students last fall and 19 
this semester. Infantino would like the 
college to consider not just a Spanish 
minor, but a major. “Nowadays, we must 

compete with a globalized world,” she 
said. “If we don’t start teaching our stu-
dents how to speak at least one foreign 
language, we do not have a chance.” 

Infantino not only teaches Spanish 
but also classes in English. There are 
two types of classes–– the basic ESL 
and advanced ESL, depending on the 
student’s ability to understand and 
speak English. Now taught under as 
College 195, ESL classes will become 
part of the Wesleyan curriculum in 
the fall. The classes were developed 
to help international students with 
four linguistic skills: reading, writing, 
listening and speaking. “They support 
the students in their academics and 
to help them get used to the teacher 
expectations,” said Infantino.  

As the Director of International Stu-

dent Services, Infantino’s responsibilities 
include working with students once they 
have arrived on campus. She listens to 
students and advises them about their 
problems and concerns. NCWC has 
74 international students; most of them 
are northern Europeans but there are an 
increasing number of students from Asia, 
Russia, South-America, and Africa.

“It’s very important that they have a 
place to come and talk about language 
problems and culture shock,” Infantino 
said, “and that’s why I’m here, to help 
and support them.” 

With an office in the Student 
Success Center, Infantino provides a 
wide range of support services, from 
helping students find a work study job, 
to taking them to the Social Security 
or DMV offices in order to obtain 
proper documentation. “I care about 
the international students and help 
them the best I can,” she said.

She emphasized the importance of 
taking care of the student’s emotional 
needs as well as the academic ones. 
“It’s not easy to come to a foreign 

country and learn a whole new culture, 
language, and a school system,” said 
Infantino. “If they fail to feel safe, it 
creates more problems academically.” 

Senior Freddy Acheampong is grateful 
for Infantino’s support. “She is very help-
ful,” he said, noting that she’s assisted him 
with his application for graduate school.

Heather Johnson, associate director of 
Admissions, trusts Infantino’s ability to 
advise and help the students. “Mrs. Infan-
tino is doing an excellent job working with 
the international students,” she said. 

Infantino enjoys her work, but finds it 
challenging. “I need to deal with so many 
situations with students and faculty—
there is always something new,” she said. 
“It is also very challenging to convince 
students what they need to do because 
they don’t really understand how the 
American school system works.”

At NCWC, her goals are “to make 
a difference in the lives of students” 
while encouraging them to keep an 
open mind and take advantage of the 
resources available to them.

What brought Infantino to Wesleyan 
in the first place? She liked the school’s 
affiliation with the Methodist church, as 
well as the quality staff and faculty and 
the attractive, small campus. “That’s 
a real plus for students coming out of 
high school,” said Infantino, who added 
that she was excited by the prospect of 
growing the foreign language program.

Infantino received her B.A. in 
linguistics at a Catholic school in Brazil 
and then went to Universidade Federal 
do Rio De Janeiro to pursue a con-
centration in English, Portuguese and 
Spanish. In addition, she attended UNC-
Chapel Hill where she earned an M.A. 
in romance languages and a second 
masters in TESOL (Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other Languages). She is 
now working on her Ph.D. in education 
with a specialization in ESL.

Infantino’s previous employment was 
a public school teacher in North Carolina. 
She also taught in the public school 
system in Buenos Aires and Brazil for 
two years before coming to the U.S.

Outside of teaching, Infantino enjoys 
traveling (“It’s a wonderful way to 
meet people”), reading, cooking, and 
playing tennis and soccer. Stressing the 
importance of family in her life, she 
reserves weekends to spend time with 
her children. “Family is important to 
us,” Infantino said. “We go to Mass 
(we’re Catholics) and then we cook 
on the grill, play with our dog, Mouro 
Hunter, and our cat, Sammy.”

Infantino stated that since her 
employment here at Wesleyan she has 
learned a lot from the students. “I want 
to thank my students for everything they 
have taught me because the beauty of 
being a teacher is this,” Infantino said, 
“we teach and learn at the same time.”

Patricia Infantino                                                              G. Wallace Photo

Resolutions Not So Prevalent, But 
Wesleyan Community Still Sets Goals
By Leila Heinonen
Decree Staff Writer

New Year’s Eve is a time to look at the 
past but more importantly look forward 
to the coming year and set new goals. 
Many Wesleyan students, faculty and 
staff set new goals for 2011, ranging from 
academic excellence to house renovation. 

Stephen Bahnaman, librarian and as-
sistant professor of reference and electronic 
resources, didn’t really make New Year’s 
resolutions but his goal for this year is to 
learn many new things. “I just bought a 
house with my wife, and my goal is to 
renovate and finalize it,” said Bahnaman. 
“That means I need to learn a bunch of 
new stuff to be able renovate it by myself.” 

Sophomores Alex Thompson and 
Trevor Huber also try to avoid the 
major resolutions. “My goal is just 
pass all the classes that I have,” said 
Thompson, a CIS major. Huber agreed 
with Thompson, adding “My goal is 
just to follow through with everything.” 

Many students were making goals related 
to academics. “My personal goal is to be on 
time, graduate and get a good internship,” 
said senior Jarrett Hedgepeth. Junior Anton 
Filonov of Russia said he’s established high 
academic standards for himself: “My goal is 
to get a 4.0 GPA.” Post-Wesleyan, he added, 
he would like to “just be cool and rich.” 

Gene Kemble’s goals involve academics 
and finding a job. “Right now I just want 
to graduate and do my masters,” said the 
exercise science major. “And then I will try 
to make big bucks.” Senior Ryan Bain is 
setting goals toward graduation. “I want to 
graduate magna cum laude,” he said.

Many student-athletes were not only 
promising to keep up with academics, 
but setting big goals for their sports 
teams. A center on the Bishops basket-
ball team, junior Ric Yarbrough intends 
to “get good grades and to win the 
basketball conference championship.” 
Sophomore Artsiom Prostak also set a 
goal for the tennis team: “I just want to 

enjoy my life, play tennis and win the 
NCAA tournament this spring.” 

Some Wesleyan students were focused 
on their physical as well as the emotional 
well being. Junior Kiara Hill wants to 
concentrate on positive things: “My goal is 
to eliminate the bad and focus on the good, 
which includes people and personal situa-
tions. And I want to focus on everything I 
want to do in life during and after college.”

Senior Ashley Meadows also em-
phasized feeling good and eliminating 
the negative things. “My plan is to get 
my life back on track,” said Meadows. 
“I’m going to focus on school, and 
things that are going to make myself, 
and not others, happy.” Chynna Law 
wants be a better Christian. “My plan 
is to read the whole Bible in a year and 
go to church more,” she said. 

Marine Meyet of France is not used 
to making New Year’s resolutions 
because she said it’s hard to follow 
through. “My plan for this year is to 
find a school in France to finish my 
studies,” she said, “and of course win 
the lottery and find love.” Besides 
academic goals, Bain also promised 
to start living healthier. “My goal is to 
quit smoking and drink less,” he said. 

Chaplain Barry Drum thinks that there 
is nothing wrong with New Year’s reso-
lutions or setting up goals. “We should 
all have goals in life,” he said, “but you 
don’t have to wait until New Year’s Eve 
to make up one.” Reverend Drum did not 
make resolutions, per se, but he hopes to 
complete his doctorate in 2011.

 Some students and faculty did not 
make New Year’s resolutions because 
they think it is old fashioned or a waste 
of energy. Krystal Mitchell, a student 
account representative, agrees with 
Rev. Drum’s philosophy. “I have a lot 
of things within myself that I feel I 
need to work on,” she said. “I set my 
goals last year when I felt I needed a 
change; I didn’t want to wait for the 
New Year to come around.”
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Wesleyan Junior Visits Swedish Embassy
By Decree Staff

Junior John Kostet, a political sci-
ence major and a native Swede, made 
a recent visit to the Swedish Embassy 
in Washington, D.C., as part of a class 
project. Kostet, an aspiring diplomat 
and a guard on Wesleyan’s basketball 
team, described his background, his 
career plans and his embassy visit in an 
email interview with the Decree:

Q. Tell us about your hometown, as 
well as your family.

A. I’m from Luleå, a city in the very 
northern part of Sweden, approximately 
two hours south of the Arctic Circle. 
Luleå means big water in Lapp (the 
language of the nomadic Lapp people in 
northern Scandinavia, so called Lapland), 
and is located in the upper corner of 
the Gulf of Bothnia. It is probably very 
similar to Pittsburgh, since the industry is 
based upon the production and shipping 
of iron. Luleå University of Technology 
is also worth mentioning and has about 
7,000 students in a city that roughly has 
about 75, 000 inhabitants.

My dad works at juvenile institution, 
my mom works for Scandinavian 
Airlines, and neither of them went to 
college. My dad worked at a YMCA 
camp for three summers in Texas when 
he was my age, and fell in love with 
the States. My mom has been in the 
travel business most of her life and has 
been around the world and seen a lot. 
I think I got the curiosity and the love 
for travel through them.

Q. How is it that you ended up at Wesleyan?
A. I came here because of the basketball 

program. A Swedish student-athlete agency 
called Blue Chip helped me, as I took the 
first possible college opportunity they gave 
me. Most of the Swedes that have been at 
this school came through Blue Chip.

Q. Talk about your goals for graduate 
school and your career aspirations.

A. I have always been interested in 

politics, global issues and what’s going on 
around the world. I started to watch news 
on TV quite early, and I always preferred 
newspapers and magazines rather than books, 
which I never seem to have the patience 
for. To be able to travel around the world, 
experience, understand, interact, exchange 
ideas and solve issues with all kinds of people 
would be my absolute dream job.

Upon receiving my bachelors degree 
from Wesleyan, my goal is to attain a 
masters degree in International Relations. 
It seems like a good first step toward a 
working career at the Swedish State De-
partment, the European Union, the United 
Nations or similar global governmental 
organizations or non-governmental 
organizations, such as humanitarian 
non-profit groups around the world.

Q. I understand you had two days at 
the embassy. Please describe what you 
did on day one.

A. When I first got there, they showed 
me around the building and introduced me 
to different persons at different departments. 
They said that that day was a bit more hectic 
since the Nobel Prize winners in economics 
were visiting the Embassy to hold a seminar. 
The political analysts were also busier 
than usual, in the aftermath of the released 
classified diplomacy documents from 
Wikileaks two days earlier. I was used as an 
extra resource to bring coffee to reporters 
and check off guests at the reception. At the 
end of the day I was given the opportunity 
to sit down and talk with some of the staff 
members.

Q. Describe day two.
A. Day two started off with a couple 

more interviews before I attended a 
weekly staff meeting with the commerce/
trade department. It was very interesting 
to get insights into how involved the 
Swedish government actually is in the 
promotion of Swedish companies in the 
United States. They basically planned of-
ficial events and ceremonies, and reported 
the status of established companies and 
the opportunities for new ones. In the 
afternoon I attended another seminar held 
by Volvo together with the American 
Trucking Association. According to their 
event planner, it was a typical seminar, 
where established Swedish companies 
host events together with American 
institutions, companies, federations and 
so forth, to strengthen and promote the 
relations between our two countries.

Q. What most interested you about this 
visit? What was most surprising to you?

A. Most interesting was the overall 
experience of being at an embassy, be-
hind closed doors, and getting an insight 
into how diplomacy and the preserving 
of international relations actually work. 
That’s what I wanted the most from my 
trip there. Most surprising, I thought, was 
the building itself. The "closed doors" 
that I wanted to go behind were actually 
not that closed. The embassy of Sweden 
was an open house with events, seminars, 
exhibitions and even concerts going on 
all the time. It was surprising to see how 
promotional efforts and public relations 
intertwine with international relations. 
They called it modern diplomacy. It 
was not much different from any sales 
organization on the private market, but 
the embassy sells Swedish values and 
ideas rather than a physical product.

Q. In what ways has your visit 
affected your career aspirations?

A. It definitively confirmed and 
strengthened my ambition to work with 
global politics in some form. It was very 
motivating to finally see my career goal 
in person, and to get an understanding 
for what I have actually been dreaming 
about. I’m also more determined to go 
straight to graduate school after my 
graduation from NC Wesleyan. 

Q. How important is it for students to 
participate in internships or the so-called 
“shadowing” process that you participated in?

 A. I think it’s very important for 
students to create a clear goal to aim 
for, and then try to figure out a way to 
get there. I’ve known the path I want to 
follow for a while, but the mental image 
of my goal has been very vague. But now 
after my visit, I know exactly what I want 
to do, and it motivates me more. I might 
not get there, but it will hopefully take 
me somewhere close to it.

How Facebook Helped My Family
By Alyson Matarazzo
Senior Staff Writer

The gray Toyota Corolla cut across 
the empty road, flipped and slid into a 
telephone pole, kept going, hit a tree 
head first, and twisted to land on the 
roof.  The car now stood no higher than 
three and a half feet and trapped two 
17-year-old boys on their way home 
from a pick-up baseball game. The 
passenger, Nicolas Matarazzo—my 
younger brother––slipped from his 
seatbelt during a flip and landed 
sprawled across the backseat, uncon-
scious and bleeding profusely. The 
driver, Ray Holohan, ended up with his 
back to the steering wheel and forced 
into the passenger seat, choking on his 
own blood.

Two of these boys’ friends, Justin 
Purcell and Dylan Gaff, who had been 
driving in front of them, turned their 
car around to go back to the scene 
after they noticed Nick and Ray were 
not behind them anymore.  If it wasn’t 
for them, Holohan probably wouldn’t 
have made it. After the police and fire 
departments were called out and the 
parents and siblings were notified, 
Purcell put a status on Facebook, 
simply saying, “Please pray for Nick 
Matarazzo and Ray Holohan.”

Many people out there do not 
believe that anything good comes from 
Facebook. There are good points about 
it, though. Through a person’s status, 
one can put information out to their 
friends or anyone who is allowed to see 
their Facebook wall.  

Within seconds of the one friend 
putting up his status, people were 
commenting about it, asking ques-
tions about what had happened, and 
whether the two accident victims were 
okay?  Unfortunately, no one knew 
if the boys were going to be okay, so 
Purcell couldn’t tell them anything 

other than there had been a terrible car 
accident. From that, the knowledge 
of the accident spread to their friends. 
Some teachers and administrators have 
Facebook and they saw the following 
message on their students’ statuses, 
“Please pray for Nick Matarazzo and 
Ray Holohan.” Once one teacher 
knew, the rest of them knew and it 
flew through Williamstown High 
School and from there through the 
entire town.  

At this point, back at the hospitals, 
Ray had made it through brain 
surgery and after extensive blood loss 
and his blood pressure dropping to 
almost nothing, Nick was laying, if 
not comfortably, at least alive, in his 
bed. Neither boy was out of trouble 
yet, though. Gaff and Purcell set up a 

prayer service at Williamstown’s St. 
Mary’s Church. The date, time, and 
place were put on Facebook. Hundreds 
of people went to pray and talk about 
these boys. Stories were told about 
both of them, prayers were sent out.  

Facebook may lead to bad things, 
but not in this case. Facebook helped 
get the word out about the accident. 
It was a way to gather people to 
pray for my brother and his friend. 
Sometimes good comes from the worst 
circumstances. Though the accident 
was horrendous, my brother and Ray 
found out who their true friends were. 
Facebook may not be the ideal way 
of getting to know a person, but it is 
a quick way of communicating with 
many people at the same time.

Senator Lee’s Advice for December Graduates
State Senator Howard N. Lee 

delivered the commencement address 
and received an honorary degree 
December 11 as 175 students from 
NC Wesleyan’s traditional and adult 
degree programs were awarded their 
diplomas.

“We chose Senator Lee as our 
speaker and awarded him an honorary 
doctoral degree because he is one 
of the most prominent––but, more 
importantly, one of the most thought-
ful––leaders in education in the state,” 
said Wesleyan President James Gray, 
who noted that Lee will soon join the 
college’s Board of Trustees.

Born in 1934, the senator grew up 
on a sharecropper’s farm in Lithonia, 
Georgia. After earning a sociology 
degree at Fort Valley State College, 
he served in the army for two years.  
A former juvenile probation officer, 
he earned a graduate degree in social 
work at the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill.
In 1969, he was elected to the first 

of his three terms as mayor of Chapel 
Hill. Soon after losing a primary bid to 
become lieutenant governor in 1976, he 
was appointed to Governor Jim Hunt’s 
cabinet as secretary of the Department 
of Natural Resources and Community 
Development, a post he held until 
1981. In 1990 he was elected to the 
state senate, serving for 13 years.

He served as an administrator at 
Duke University for nine years. For a 
total of 18 years he was on the faculty 
at North Carolina Central University 
and UNC-Chapel Hill.

Following are excerpts from Lee’s 
well-received commencement address, a 
seven-point plan for the new graduates:

“1. From this day forward, set goals 
that are beyond your reach. Don’t be 
satisfied picking the low-hanging fruit. 
Go for the fruit at the highest point on 
the tree. You will be frustrated when 
you don’t succeed, but you will be 
elated when you do….

“2. Don’t hesitate to share your 
wealth. You are a wealthy person based 
on my definition, which is based on 
time, talent and knowledge. These are 
your most valuable assets. You have 
the power to changes in dramatic ways.

“I bet you have said on occasion, ‘I 
wish I could win the lottery so I can 
help others. That is a cop out, because 
you can do more for others than you 
imagine with your meager assets. 
Because the most valuable assets you 
have are your life and time. If you look 
around, there are great needs to which 
you can respond. For example, one 
third of ninth grade students will fail or 
drop out of school. You could become a 
mentor, a tutor, a friend and help these 
children find a road to success. You 
don’t need money to make a difference, 
but you do need a commitment.

“3. Be a role model. Always behave 
as if the world is watching, because 
with video cameras spread around 
today, it is….

“4. Don’t be afraid to fail. Failure is 

symbolic of taking risk and making a 
difference. If you have never failed, it 
means you have engaged in low-risk 
and safe action. I have taken risk and I 
have failed…

“5. Public service is a noble cause. 
You won’t get rich, but you will 
become wealthy. As you go forth from 
this place, commit yourself to serving 
others and not just yourself. Respond to 
a higher calling—that of making a dif-
ference in the lives of others and your 
community. Don’t take a job because 
it pays well—take the job because it 
is what you would do without pay. 
Don’t engage in activities because they 
bring great recognition or power to 
you. Engage because you would do it 
without anyone knowing and without 
the need for power.

“Respond to a higher calling of per-
sonal satisfaction. No monetary gain, 
no great power, no special recognition 
will give as much satisfaction as that 
of seeing a need and acting to fulfill it. 
You find a problem and move to solve 
it because it needs solving; you find a 
barrier and move to break it because 
it needs breaking; you stand tall and 
strong for the weak because you know 
it’s right; you give hope to the young 
because you are a symbol of hope. You 
make these responses not for personal 
gain, but for the good of the order.

“6. Wear the name of your alma mater 
with pride and make a point to give strong 
and unwavering support. Whatever you 
become, you owe to this institution.

“7. Don’t seek the limelight and don’t 
seek credit for what you do. If the limelight 
and credit are deserved, they will find you.

“Journalists constantly write about 
the high and mighty, the rich and 
famous, the powerful and the beautiful, 
but not much is written about common, 
dedicated souls who toil out of sight, 
quietly working to make their little 
corner of the world a better place. I 
urge you to be one of the thousands 
who pitch in every day, trying to make 
a difference in their little corner of the 
world. Personal sacrifice is the essence 
of public service.”
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NCWC Men’s Hoops Team Battles for Conference Supremacy…
The men’s basketball team finished 

the first half of their conference season 
with a 5-1 record and then commenced 
the second half with a 95-81 win over 
Shenandoah in “Take a Kid to the 
Game” Day at home and a 70-68 win 
over their perennial nemesis, Christoper 
Newport, on the road last Saturday.

Alex Murray paced 
NCWC’s second victory 
over the Captains, with 
a double-double (11 
points, 11 rebounds), as 
the Bishops overcame a 
slow start to pull out a 
close victory. Domarius 
Thomas scored 23 points 
for the Bishops.

The most recent win 
lifted the NCWC record 
to 7-1 in USA South 
action (15-6 overall), 
placing the Bishops one 
game ahead of CNU 
and a half-game behind  
first-place Ferrum (8-1), 
which administered Wes-
leyan’s only conference 
loss, 90-84 on January 23 
in Virginia.

Along the way, the 
Bishops have received a 
balanced attack with three 
players—Matt Dougherty 
(15.8), Domarius Thomas 
(13.4) and Alex Murray 
(12.6)—all scoring in 
double figures. So far the 
team has shot 47 percent 
from the field and 37 
percent from three-point 
range. Rebounding has 
been split across the 
lineup, with Thomas (6.3 
rpg) and Alex Murray 
(6.2) leading the way.

Following is staff writer Joshua 
Meeks’s coverage of the Bishop home 
victory over CNU on January 12:

By a score of 90-86, the North 
Carolina Wesleyan men’s basketball 

team avenged last season’s conference 
championship loss to the Christopher 
Newport Captains.

The Bishops turned nine Captain 
turnovers into 22 points the other way 
which helped the team overcome being 
outscored 50-39 in the paint and 26-12 
in second-chance points. 

With six seconds remaining in a tight 
contest, Alex Murray coolly found the 
bottom of the net with two free throws 
and iced the game to give the Bishops 
their second win in conference play.

After trailing at halftime, 48-44, the 
Captains pushed their lead to a game-
high 8 points with just over 16 minutes 
left. The Bishops then made three 
consecutive baskets in 16 seconds to 
cut the lead to two possessions.  After a 
timeout, Matt Dougherty made his next 
four baskets. His last was launched 
from deep 3-point range with a hand in 
his face. It tied the game up at 62 with 
13:41 left on the board.  

The gamed seemed to be turning in 
Wesleyan’s favor when a Murray steal 
led to a quick outlet pass and a thunder-
ous dunk by Josh Morrison that brought 
the crazed crowd of 411 to their feet.

Wesleyan, though, had trouble all 
night with guard Conley Taylor and big-
man Mike Green, who combined for 62 
of the Captains’ 86 points. The Captains 
shot a smooth 51 percent from the field 
in the first half but, when most needed, 
the Bishops defense responded, holding 
the Captains to just over 40 percent 
shooting.  “That is the best [Green] has 
played since I got here my freshman 
year,” explained Murray.  “We all had to 
step up our game tonight and we did.”

The defense turned out to be the 
difference in the game. It’s something 
this year’s Bishop squad wanted to 
concentrate on most.  “If we work 
as hard as we possibly can on the 
defensive end,” said Dougherty, “then 
everything else will take care of itself.”

Although Dougherty credits the 
defensive end, it was his offensive 
outburst that was the true story of the 
game. The junior sat only one minute 
and scored 31 points on 12-20 shoot-
ing, including five treys, to go with six 
rebounds.  

With 48 seconds left, Dougherty 
made the play of the night. With the 
Bishops leading by just five, Dougherty 
took the ball at the top of the key, 
dribbled to the right, and calmly hit 
a turnaround, fade-away jumper over 
Conley that all but sealed the game.

For the Bishops, Devin Nichols 
added 12 points in just 17 minutes of 

play. And while grabbing rebounds 
and scoring 17 points, Murray was a 
menace on defense with three steals 
and three ferocious blocks.

The win was satisfying for the 
Bishops, last year’s regular season 
champs, who saw the season ended 
by CNU in last year’s conference 
tournament, after shooting a dismal 35 

percent from the field and 27 percent 
from three-point range.

Although the victory was important, 
team members know they cannot 
dwell on it for long. “It’s a good win,” 
Murray explained, “but we have to get 
past this and move on to Greensboro 
Saturday.”

Guard Matt Dougherty is averaging almost 16 points per 
game, in pacing a balanced scoring attack, as the Bishops 
compiled a 7-1 record just past the mid-point in USA South 
action. The junior was a recent conference Player of the 
Week honoree.  SI photo.

…While Young Women’s 
Team Tries to Improve

The NC Wesleyan women’s basketball 
team has seen some improvement over last 
year’s performance, but it still finds itself near 
the bottom of the USA South standings.

Charged with turning around the 
program, second-year coach Artina Trader, 
a former Wesleyan star, has led her team to 
a 2-11 conference mark (4-15 overall). The 
team’s sole conference victories have come 
at home against Mary Baldwin and Peace 
colleges. Six losses have been by six or 
fewer points.

Sophomore Samantha Urquhart leads 
the Bishops in scoring with 10.5 ppg.

Staff writer Kevin Quicker filed the 
following report on Wesleyan’s January 
19 home game against Meredith.

In a game where the Bishops torched 
the net for 40 points and shot a season 
best 43 percent from the floor in the first 
half, it just wasn’t enough as Meredith 
went on to defeat NC Wesleyan, 65-62.

With Wesleyan starting four freshmen, 
inexperience was a factor in the game.

From the start, the Bishops looked hot. 
They stormed out to a 21-11 lead within the 
first nine minutes, and it looked like they 
were going to run away with the game.  

Meredith seemed to have no answer for 
Wesleyan’s hard-nosed defense, which cre-
ated numerous turnovers, and led to many 
shots from the floor. In the first half alone, 
NCWC had 18 points off of turnovers.

The Bishops got great energy off the bench 
from senior Desiree Driver, who made a great 
basket and a no look pass to ignite the crowd.

“I know what I have to do with my role 
off the bench,” Driver said. “I just went 
out there and did what I had to do.”

After their torrid start, the next eight 
minutes saw the Bishops go cold, as 
they scored eight points during this 
span. Meredith nearly tied the game, 
getting within one, at 27-26.

But with a little more than three 
minutes left in the half, Wesleyan 
players found their stroke and caught 
fire again. With solid shooting from 
Leann Breeden in the closing minutes, 
the Bishops closed the half on a 13 to 4 
scoring run to grab a 41-31 lead.

After the half, that 13-point surge 
was cancelled immediately. NCWC 
scored a mere three points in the first 
nine minutes of the second half, and 
Meredith took a 46-43 lead with 11 
minutes left to go in the game.

Three pointers from Linesha Tinsley, 
A’leisha Henderson, and Breeden 
boosted the Bishops to a 55-48 lead with 
a little over eight minutes to play.

Again the Bishops failed to hold their 
lead, allowing Meredith to tie the game 
at 57 with five minutes left. 

The game went back and forth with 
strong defense coming from both teams. 

The game was tied 62-62 with 30 seconds 
left. Three big free throws from Meredith 
gave them a 65 to 62 edge with 16 
seconds left. Tinsley and Tiffany Bell had 
good looks from behind the arc but both 
shots hit the back rim and Meredith eked 
out a come-from-behind victory.   

NCWC shot a poor 19% from the floor in the 
second half, down from 43% in the first half.

Tinsley led the way for the Bishops with 
13 points, 9 coming from three-point land.

Youth was a factor in this game 
showing there is no one to really lead and 
step up down the stretch.  

“In a few years, this team could be 
real good, even great,” Driver said. “The 
potential in these young players is huge.”

Following the loss the Bishops dropped two 
more to conference foes Averett and Ferrum, 
losing by more than 20 points in each game. 

Even with the Bishops struggles this 
year, they have been more competitive 
than they were last year. 

“This team is a lot better than last year’s,” said 
senior Madonna Ware. “I’ve seen a lot more fight 
out of the girls this year than all of last.”

Recent Wesleyan Grad Succeeds Rich
By Decree Staff

Jarad Brown, a 2010 Wesleyan graduate 
and former member of the Bishops football 
team, has been named sports information 
director at the college.

The Atlantic Beach native succeeds 
Rikki Rich, who was appointed the 
college’s new communications direc-
tor, following the recent retirement of 
Susan Best.

Athletic Director John Thompson 
praised the work of Rich, who served as 
Wesleyan’s first full-time SID. “Rikki 
did an incredible job,” he said in an 
email interview. “She took sports in-
formation, marketing and promotion to 
levels we had not previously been able 
to reach. Her professionalism, diligence 
and commitment were appreciated by 
all of us involved in athletics—from the 
coaches to the student-athletes, from the 
alums to the fans in the community. She 
has set the bar very high for all who 
will follow in the position.”

Brown enters his job with consider-
able experience in journalism, having 
covered sports at the college and in 
the Rocky Mount area. He published 
articles, in a variety of men’s and 
women’s sports, as a staff writer 
and editor of The Decree, capturing 
two honorable mention prizes in the 
2009 North Carolina College Media 
Association journalism competition.

While working as a free-lancer for 
The Rocky Mount Telegram, Brown 
contributed numerous reports on area 
high school sports. And in the past 
year he served as a color commenta-
tor on web broadcasts of Bishops 
basketball and football games.

A December graduate with a major 
in English and a minor in journalism, 
Brown has completed course work 
in the college’s sports administration 
minor. He played center for the 
Bishops football team in 2006 and 
2007, earning recognition as a Scholar 
Baller all four semesters. NCWC’s 
“Scholar Athlete of the Year for 
Football in 2006, he was named to the 

USA South Academic All-Conference 
team in 2006 and 2007.

Thompson said members of the 
Bishops coaching staff were impressed 
with Brown both in the classroom 
and as a student journalist. “They 
felt he was very sharp and capable,” 
said Thompson, who went on to cite 
Brown’s work for both The Decree and 
The Telegram, which he said, “gave 
him an array of experiences that would 
benefit him in this position. Of course, 
as with many things, timing was key. 
He was in the right place at the right 
time…and he was prepared.”

In his new position, Brown manages 
the athletics department webpage, writ-
ing and publishing articles on athletic 
events and other sports-related activities. 
Working with the USA South Confer-
ence and the NCAA, he maintains the 
official team rosters and photographs, 

and for sporting events, he records, 
compiles and reports statistics for each 
of the college’s 14 teams. He publicizes 
upcoming sporting events with local and 
national media. And he will participate 
in selecting new members to Wesleyan’s 
Athletics Hall of Fame.

Saying that he was “relieved, 
excited, nervous, and a bit over-
whelmed all at once” on learning that 
he had landed the SID position, Brown 
said he hopes to maintain the level 
of professionalism established by his 
predecessor.  “Rikki did an amazing 
job in this position and my first priority 
is to make sure there is no dip in the 
excellence of the work coming out of 
the SID office,” he said.

As one of his early goals, Brown 
said he would like to build on Rich’s 
efforts to attract more media attention 
to Wesleyan sports.

Three Highlight All-Conference Awards in Football
Fayetteville––USA South has announced 

that 16 Bishops were named members of the 
All-Conference teams for football.

Senior lineman James Carter was the league's 
Defensive Player of the Year, while freshmen Jordan 
Vann and Tazmon Foster were named the Offensive and 
Defensive Rookies of the Year.

Carter, a Willard native, compiled 65 total tackles, 
17 of which were for a loss, including 4.5 sacks this 
season for the Bishops. His sack total ranked eighth 
in the USA South. Carter added three pass break-ups, 
one forced fumble and one fumble recovery. For his 
efforts, he was named First Team All-Conference.

Vann, a freshman quarterback from Fayetteville, 
led the USA South in a number of categories. His 
completions, completion percentage, passing yards 
and passing yards per game were all league-highs. 
Vann compiled a 62.4 completion percentage while 
throwing for 1,951 yards and eight touchdowns. On 
the ground, Vann averaged 31.5 rushing yards per 
game and scored three touchdowns. He was a Sec-
ond Team All-Conference selection at quarterback 
and earned USA South Offensive Rookie of the 
Week honors five times. 

Foster, a freshman linebacker from Henderson, 
led all USA South rookies with 98 total tackles. His 
42 solo tackles ranked fourth in the conference while 
his 56 assisted tackles were good for second. Foster 
made 14 tackles for a loss, including two sacks. His 

stats included two forced fumbles, two interceptions 
and one fumble recovery. His efforts earned him First 
Team All-Conference honors at linebacker. Four times 
he was USA South Defensive Rookie of the Week.

Joining Carter and Foster on the First Team 
were running back Jamal Smith, offensive lineman 
Asmun Washington, defensive lineman Jaren Wilcox, 
defensive backs Dwayne Hollis and DeAngelo 
Stewart, and linebacker Antonio Harris, who ranked 
first in the league in tackles with 102 (23 for a loss).

In addition to Vann, Second Team picks 
included wide receiver Teron Bush, offensive 
lineman Josh Rogers and punter Kevin Quicker, 
while the Honorable Mentions were tight end 
Greg Edwards, defensive lineman Michael 
Young, linebacker Javon Boddie and defensive 
back Ed Harrington. 

Fall Athletes Receive Honors
Fayetteville––Seventeen Battling Bishops 

garnered All-USA South Conference accolades 
for fall 2010.

Men’s Soccer Coach Jason Kilby led the way 
as the league's Coach of the Year, while eight of 
his players achieved All-Conference status. 

In volleyball, five Bishops were named to 
their respective teams, while women's soccer 
had a pair of honorees.

In his ninth season, Kilby earned his fourth 
Coach of the Year honor after leading his team 

to their fourth regular season title in the last 
seven years. Wesleyan finished the regular 
season with a 12-3-2 overall record and a 5-0-1 
mark in USA South play, which included a win 
over Christopher Newport. At the time, CNU 
was the top-ranked team in the nation. 

Senior forward Mark Wielitzka was named 
to the First Team after leading NCWC in 
scoring with 28 points on the season (11 goals, 
6 assists). Forward Owen White, midfielders 
Javier Castrillo and Bayron Gudiel, and 
defenders Gummi Palsson and Jakob Aronsson 
were Second Team selections, while goalkeeper 
Ville Tura was an Honorable Mention.

In volleyball, senior Kelly George and 
sophomore Meredith Smith were Second Team 
selections. George turned in a tremendous 
season defensively, breaking both the NC 
Wesleyan and USA South season and career 
records for digs, while Smith led the team in 
kills with 349. Junior Mackenzie Tingle was 
named to the Third Team, and sophomore 
Anna Hart was an Honorable Mention.

In women's soccer, sophomore Katri 
Snellman was chosen as a Third Team member. 
Snellman anchored NCWC's defensive efforts 
this season while also tallying a pair of goals 
and three assists.

(Articles courtesy of Sports Information)

INTRAMURALS 
F O R  S P R I N G  2 0 1 1

Indoor Volleyball
Reg. Dates   1/12 - 1/20
Activity Dates 1/25 - 2/24 
Indoor Soccer  
Reg. Dates  1/12 - 1/20
Activity Dates 1/25 - 2/24
Team Billiards Tournament
Reg. Dates  1/12 - 1/28
Activity Dates  1/30 - 2/24
Table Tennis Tournament
Reg. Dates  1/12 - 1/28
Activity Dates 1/30 - 2/24
Basketball (5-on-5)
Reg. Dates  2/14 - 3/9 
Activity Dates 3/10 - 4/20
Basketball Skills Challenge
Reg. at event Date TBD
Flag Football (4-on-4)
Reg. Dates  2/14 - 3/9
Activity Dates 3/10 - 4/20
Wii Sports Tournament  
Reg. at event 3/7 - 3/31
NCAA Tourney Pick ‘Em 
Reg. Dates  3/14 - 3/17
Activity Dates 3/17 - 4/4
Sand Volleyball Tournament
Reg. Dates  3/14 - 3/31
Activity Dates 4/4 - 4/20
Indoor Kickball Tournament
Reg. Dates  3/14 - 3/31
Activity Dates 4/4 - 4/20
 
G R O U P  F I T N E S S
Insanity  
Tue/Thu, 1/25 - 2/24 (5 p.m.)
Zumba     
Wed, 1/26 - 2/23 (5:30 p.m.)                                                                                                                                                    
Belly Dancing                         
 Wed, 3/16 - 4/13 (6 p.m.)                            

S P R I N G  O U T D O O R  T R I P
Cape Lookout Beach Day Trip
Reg. Date  3/14 - 4/6
Activity Date  4/10  



the films were “intended to spark 
conversation and reflection about 
specific community issues.”

 Each film followed the lives of individuals 
who are living through a difficult social issue, 
Robinson said. One film covered the fallout of 
Hurricane Katrina on a Vietnamese commu-
nity in New Orleans, while another focused 
on the threats posed by major corporations 
to recycling initiatives in Egypt. The last film 
depicted the lives of two West Virginians as 
they dealt with a new, potentially dangerous 
coal mining project. 

The day’s events were the most 
recent activities that Robinson helped 
to organize. Other initiatives were 
service days conducted in the fall and 

the well-received Hunger Banquet 
held at the Dunn Center in November.

President James Gray praised the 
work done so far by Robinson.

“Ben is a solid professional with great 
ideas and an even greater heart,” the president 
said. “He understands what it means to serve 
and is able to motivate others to do so as well.” 

Robinson came to Wesleyan over the 
summer as part of the AmeriCorps*VISTA 
program. A 2010 graduate of Colby 
College in Maine, he is wrapping up a 
one-year assignment. He succeeded Cara 
Cox-Steiner, who was Wesleyan’s first 
AmeriCorps*VISTA coordinator.

Robinson, a former college football 
player and economics major, said that 
volunteerism became an important 
part of his life in college. Besides vol-
unteering for many one-time events, 
he served for four years as a mentor 
to a local elementary school pupil. 
“It was one of my most meaningful 
college experiences,” he said.

(Melanie Rhodes and Kandyse Shaw 

contributed reporting.)
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K.B. Basseches’ photo show “Birthday Suite” is on display at the Mims Gallery in the Dunn Center. A 

reception will be held for the artist on Friday, February 11 from 7 to 9 p.m., with music provided by jazz 

pianist Anthony Grantham.                                      Photos courtesy of E. Adelman.

Decree Film Critic Ranks Top 10 Movies of 2010 

‘THE TEMPEST’    CAST LIST
ALONSO, King of Hispaniole. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . GREGORY SPENCE

SEBASTIAN, his brother. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TERRANCE HOOKS 

PROSPERO, the right Duke of Marien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . STEVEN PAVELSKY                                                            

ANTONIO, his brother, the usurping Duke. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JIM HAYES

FERDINAND, son to the King of Hispaniole. . . . . . . . . . . . . JOSHUA J. ROGERS                                              

GONZALO, an honest old counselor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ANDREW HERRING

CALIBAN, a savage and deformed slave. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JUSTIN LOWE 

TRINCULO,  a jester. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . KATHERINE CRICKMORE

STEPHANO,  a drunken butler. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JAMES GUY                                                                           

MASTER OF A SHIP. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JOSHUA A. ROGERS

BOATSWAIN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JESSE SOUTHERLAND

MARINERS. . . . ATHONY BATTLE, THOMAS BENJAMIN, TIMAINE MOORE

MIRANDA,  daughter to Prospero. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . KATHLEEN TOLBERT 

ARIEL,  an airy spirit. . ANTHONY BATTLE, DIONNE LUCKETT, DANA WINSTEAD   

Spirits,  presenting: 
AGWE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LAUREN JOYNER

ASAKA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . DIONNE LUCKETT

ERZUELI. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MERCEDEZ VALLADARES

Nymphs,  shapes, et. al. . . . ANTHONY BATTLE, LAUREN JOYNER, DIONNE  
                                   LUCKETT, TIMAINE MOORE, JOSHUA A. ROGERS, 

                                      MERCEDEZ VALLADARES, DANA WINSTEAD

Welcome Back! Another year has 
passed, with another slew of mid-range 
to mediocre movies standing as a testa-
ment that film is slowly losing to televi-
sion for quality entertainment. While 
Oscar bait like the awful “Black Swan” 
and the incredibly annoying “The 
King’s Speech” limp into the barn, 
quality television shows like “Breaking 
Bad,” “Justified,” “Sons of Anarchy,” 
“The Boondocks,” and “It’s Always 
Sunny in Philadelphia” helped to make 
this year in entertainment somewhat 
solid. “Lost” finally disappeared off 
the airwaves with a whimper, and 
television was better for it. Hopefully 
the equally annoying “Mad Men” will 
do the same. For this year’s top movies, 
the same rule as always applies: The 
movie must have been released in 2010 
for mass consumption in theaters. 

Best Movies of 2010
Runners Up – “Solitary Man,” “Jack 

Goes Boating,” “The Good Heart,” “Shut-
ter Island,” “Chloe,” “Enter the Void,” 
“The Crazies,” “The Social Network,” 
“Mesrine: Killer Instinct,” “ Mesrine: 
Public Enemy #1,” “Rabbit Hole,” “Coco 
Chanel & Igor Stravinsky,” “I Am Love,” 
“Mother,” and “127 Hours.”

10. “The Fighter”––This movie 
looks at the early years of boxer Micky 
Ward and his drug-addicted brother 
who helped train Micky. The movie is 
a solid piece of storytelling, as Mark 
Wahlberg almost silently dominates the 
film, allowing his costars to do most 
of the scenery chewing. Overrated 
director David O. Russell directed this 
movie, finally making a decent piece of 
work that is still arty but accessible to 
the average viewer. Most notably, the 
boxing looks as close to real as I’ve seen 
in a very long time. A solid effort and a 
solid movie. 

9. “Ondine”––When a fisherman finds 
a woman in his nets, the man saves her 
life and slowly finds out why she was 
in the water to begin with. Colin Farrell 

By Matthew Esterline (’06)
Special Contributor

offers an incredible performance as the 
fisherman in this Irish film. The best part 
of this movie is the camera work, which 
is breathtaking. The story also starts 
and ends well with a standout directing 
performance from Neil Jordan. This is a 
strong film worth watching and enjoying.  

8. “The Ghost Writer”––Director 
Roman Polanski does wonders with this 
2010 film that tells the story of a ghost 
writer working on the memoirs of a 
disgraced British Prime Minister. As the 
ghost writer gets closer to his subject, 
he discovers facts that may put his life 
in danger. Ewan McGregor is strong 
as the ghost writer, and Pierce Brosnan 
delivers a perfect performance as the 
ousted politician. With a solid story that 
never leans too far left or right, “The 
Ghost Writer” is a film that holds up 
well after repeat viewings.

 7. “Red Riding”––Set in 1974, 
1980, and 1983, “Red Riding” tells the 
story of the Yorkshire Ripper investiga-
tion in England from the point of view 
of the press, police, and the church. 
Each part of the film is well directed 
and has its own look. The investigation 
into the Yorkshire Ripper becomes 
secondary, as the plot delves into police 
corruption that nearly destroyed the 
investigation. Strong performances 
from several familiar actors, including 
Andrew Garfield, Paddy Considine, 
David Morrissey, Mark Addy, and Peter 
Mullan, help to create a wonderful 
narrative of the real crime as it relates to 
a fictional tale of greed and conspiracy. 
“Red Riding” stands as one of the best 
entries of the year.  

6. “Get Low”––This film tells the 
story of a man seeking to have his 
funeral before his death, so he can 
be remembered while he is alive and 
have the opportunity to confess his 
darkest secret. Robert Duvall stars and 
dominates the film as a man seeking 
his own funeral. Bill Murray offers an 
equally impressive performance as the 
director of the funeral home ready to 
oblige the man’s unusual request. Well 
shot, well written, and well acted, the 
film builds the mystery of the man’s 
secret in a thrilling and exciting way. 
The film also has the best opening and 
closing shot of the year. The ultimate 
secret, when finally revealed, was the 
only disappointment in an otherwise 
terrific film.  

5. “Remember Me”––This movie 
was a real hidden gem that came out this 
year. Directed by “Sopranos” vet Allen 
Coulter, “Remember Me” tells the story 
of a man and a woman in New York 
dealing with loss. Finding each other, the 
two fall in love and attempt to carry on. A 
memorable and controversial ending put 
off a large number of critics, but I found it 
to be very well done. Coulter’s last movie, 
“Hollywoodland” was nearly the best 
movie of 2006, and “Remember Me” is 
a standout film of 2010. This movie also 
earns respect as the best-looking film of 
the year, with absolutely fantastic camera 

shots and editing.
4. “Alice in Wonderland”––Tim 

Burton, who seems to be getting more 
flack than he should, hit one out of the 
park earlier this year with this film. 
Mia Wasikowska, who plays the title 
character, made this movie sing with 
her performance. Johnny Depp, Helena 
Bonham Carter, and a Stephen Fry-
voiced Cheshire Cat were standouts. 
As always, Burton brought his unique 
style that has made this and previous 
post-2000 efforts, like “ Sweeney 
Todd” and “Big Fish,” contenders for 
movie of their respective years. With 
great effects and a decent story, “Alice 
in Wonderland” is a great film to see 
and enjoy.  

3. “Animal Kingdom”––This solid 
effort tells the story of a low-rent crime 
family in Australia who take in the 
youngest member of the family after 
the death of his mother, who had been 
estranged from the crime family for 
some time. As the young man struggles 
to deal with his new surroundings, 
he does his best to find some balance 
between a normal life and the life of 
crime that is all around him. Always re-
liable actor Guy Pearce works wonders 
as a cop trying to set the young man on 
the right path, and actress Jacki Weaver 
stands out as the leader of the crime 
family with only her interests at heart. 
This is an incredible film that is worth 
watching. 

2. “Winter's Bone” ––When a great 
deal of awards buzz surrounds a movie, 
I am immediately suspicious. Avoiding 
this movie as long as possible, I finally 
saw it, and it was even better than it 
was described. Jennifer Lawrence stars 
as a girl seeking out her criminal father 
in order to ensure that he meets the 
requirements of his bond and prevents 
the family home from being lost. Half 
“The Odyssey”, half an awesome 
“Deadwood” reunion, “Winter’s Bone” 
is well shot and perfectly acted. Jennifer 
Lawrence is the Best Actress of this 
year, and actor John Hawkes deserves a 
nomination for Best Actor as the uncle 
helping her find her father. This is a film 
that is great from start to finish. 

1. “True Grit”––Last year, the Coen 
brothers delivered the best movie of the 
year in the form of “A Serious Man.” 
“True Grit was a tough sell for me. No 
one can duplicate John Wayne. To their 
credit, the film didn’t even try, staying 
truer to the novel and creating a won-
derful film. The film is better than the 
original, thanks to perfect directing and 
camera work. Jeff Bridges does some 
of his best work as Rooster Cogburn, 
and newcomer Hailee Steinfeld owns 
the film as Mattie Ross, a girl seeking 
out justice when her father is murdered. 
Matt Damon, Josh Brolin, and a very 
strong effort from Barry Pepper help 
to make this film stand out from the 
rest of the Oscar bait. It exists as a truly 
remarkable piece of filmmaking.

Dean Randy Williams said that first-year staff 

member Steve Myszak had brought a “needed 

level of competence and experience” to 

Wesleyan’s Residence Life. Look for a profile 

on Myszak in an upcoming issue.  
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MLK Observance: ‘A 
Day On, Not a Day Off’
By Decree Staff

A noted Triangle-area activist urged an audi-
ence gathered to observe Martin Luther King 
Day to embrace “our” and avoid a mindset of 
“my, mine, and my world.”

Scott Bass, co-founder of Nazareth House 
in Raleigh, was the featured speaker at the 
annual Unity Breakfast hosted at the Dunn 
Center by NC Wesleyan and members of 
the Rocky Mount community. The event 
provided attendees an opportunity to reflect 
on the life of Dr. King, share fellowship, and 
participate in several community service 
projects throughout the city.

Bass, the North Carolina coordinator of 
Murdered Victims’ Families for Reconcili-
ation, said that as a young man he was 
inspired by Dr. King’s life and message of 
uplift. “As I stand here before all of you, 
I have a question to ask, “What do you 
mean by ‘OUR’?” Bass said. “What does 
‘OUR’ mean?  It means we need to take 
our neighborhoods and our country back.”

Bass sees too many adversarial relation-
ships in American society. “It’s all about 
‘me, mine, my world.’ It’s ‘us vs. them,’ ‘us 
vs. terrorists,’ ‘Republicans vs. Democrats,’” 
he said. “Whatever happened to unity?”

The speaker reminded the audience that, 
throughout his life, Martin Luther King, Jr. 
“confronted and challenged violence and always 
recognized everyone who was being treated 
unjustly.” Bass challenged the audience to “rise 
up, take off the blinders to those of need.”

Attending the Unity Breakfast is a 
“family tradition that myself, my mother 
and my grandmother fulfill each year,” said 
student Jasmine Mann. “In the past, the 
Unity breakfasts I have attended have been 
great, and this year was no exception.”  

 Senior Gregory Spence  attended the 
breakfast because he wanted to be “part of 
the unity that is going on today. I believe this 
helps to bridge the gap between our genera-
tion and Martin Luther King’s generation.”

The Unity Breakfast was one of several 
activities scheduled for the day, titled “A 
Day On, Not a Day Off.” After the early 
morning gathering, Wesleyan students 
joined others in a day of service around the 
city. Among the various projects, volunteers 
served meals at a community kitchen, 
helped restore a shelter for women released 
from prison, and performed yard work for 
elderly recipients of Meals on Wheels.

The service projects were completed 
by 1:30, when a lunch was held back at 
the Dunn Center, followed by separate, 
concurrent screenings of three PBS 
documentaries. According to Ben 
Robinson, coordinator of the college’s 
office of Community Engagement, 
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