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VP Naylor Wanted to Be Part of ‘Something Bigger’
By Katie Beeman
Senior Staff Writer

Edward Naylor has returned to his 
fi rst calling, education, after working as a 
lawyer in Rocky Mount for over 22 years. 
As Wesleyan’s new Vice President for 
Student Affairs and Legal Affairs, Naylor 
wants to be an advocate for the students.  

Naylor, 49, started in his new 
position before the 2014 fall semester. 
He is in charge of security, residence 
life, food services, student activities, 
the health center, and student discipline. 

When Naylor started his new job—he’s 
commonly known as Dean of Students––
some students were unsure about approach-
ing him, according to SGA President Isaiah 
Morrow. “I kept encouraging students to 
just go and talk to him,” Morrow said. “As 
soon as the fi rst few saw how personable 
and caring he was, more and more students 
were going to see him.”

Both Naylor and Morrow stressed 
that it’s important for students to voice 
their concerns. “I have to know their 
concerns, so that I know how I can best 
help them,” Naylor explained.

Student Aubrey Motley emerged from 
a recent meeting with a positive vibe 
about the dean. Motley went his offi ce 
to talk about some problems on campus. 
“He gave really good input,” said 
Motley. “He cares about the students.”

Junior Chavonne Jones shared a 
similar opinion of Naylor.  “I see him 
around campus all of the time,” she 
said. “He’s always involved with what 
the students are doing.”  

Starting this position, Naylor found 
no major problems within his division. 
“Student Affairs was left in really good 
shape by Dean Williams,” he said, 
referring to his predecessor Dr. Randy 
Williams who left the college to take a 
position at Elon University.

Naylor stated that he viewed his fi rst 
year as an evaluation period and not for 
making major changes.  After the start of 
this semester, Naylor began to compile a 
list of goals that he wanted to achieve.

Student safety is at the top of 
Naylor’s plans. “This is their home and 
students need to feel safe here,” he said.

Around campus, the college has 
already placed new security lights, which 
are a lot brighter than the old ones. Naylor 
wants to install more. He also plans to add 
more security cameras and, eventually, 
emergency boxes. Mounted on poles, the 
emergency boxes would include a button 
that members of the Wesleyan community 
can press to call police.

Along with safety improvements, 
Naylor would like to see a greater 
number of students involved in activi-

ties, like clubs and student government. 
“I want to improve upon the existing 
clubs and add a wider of variety,” the 
dean said. Also, Naylor will strive to 
increase job and internship opportuni-
ties for students on and off campus.  

As for long-term goals, Naylor 
noted that the administration hopes 
to have 1,000 students enrolled at 
Wesleyan in three years. With this 
number, Wesleyan intends to build two 
new residence halls and new classroom 
spaces, according to Naylor. Increased 
enrollment should not mean lowering 
admissions standards, he said. “We 
want to maintain quality as we grow,” 
he said, refl ecting the ideals of Presi-
dent Clark, whose philosophy for the 
college is “consistent improvement.”

Naylor came to Wesleyan after work-
ing as a lawyer, primarily in litigation. He 
feels that his law background is an asset 
in his new job. “Getting a law degree is 
like a liberal arts education,” said Naylor. 
“It encompasses a lot of different areas.”

His law background helps him when 
it comes to law enforcement matters, 
contracts with outside companies like 
Sodexo, and student conduct. “The 
student conduct hearings are basically 
a mini court system,” said Naylor. 

Together with his student affairs 
responsibilities Naylor will be handling 
the college’s legal affairs.  

Before receiving his juris doctor 
degree from North Carolina Central 
University, Naylor’s passion was educa-
tion. He earned his undergraduate degree 
in business education from East Carolina 
University and then taught and coached 
baseball at Edgecombe County schools.

Naylor said that he had missed educa-
tion and decided to return. “I wanted a 
fi eld where I was a part of something 
bigger than myself and would help 
people on a large scale,” said Naylor. 
He expressed his excitement at working 
with college-aged students. “I was 
surprised at how engaged the students 
here were,” he said. “They really have a 
passion for this school and their futures.”

As for Naylor’s daily schedule, he 
stated that there is no typical day. The 
dean said that he spends a good amount 
of time answering various emails and 
telephone calls, as well as attending 
meetings with students, staff, and other 
members of the Wesleyan community. 

Naylor and Morrow meet every 
Wednesday. The SGA President brings 
the students’ concerns to the dean and 
the two try to fi nd the best solution. 

Morrow explained that sometimes 
the administration might not be aware 
of particular student concerns. As an 
example, he noted that the college is 
now working to install coin machines in 
the residence halls to help students do 
their laundry, after the issue was raised 
in one of his meetings with the dean.

Naylor has been connected to Wesleyan 
for years through his wife, Sheryl, who 
graduated from Wesleyan in 1992. Back 
in high school, Naylor was even accepted 

here with plans to play baseball, but he 
decided instead on East Carolina Univer-
sity. The Naylors have two children. His 
daughter is a high school senior in Rocky 
Mount at Faith Christian School and his 
son is a senior at ECU.

Naylor still likes to coach and watch 
baseball and he enjoys spending time at the 
beach. He is an active member of Rocky 
Mount’s Englewood Baptist Church, 
where he serves on the board of directors.

New Chinese Student Talks about American Education, Asian Food, Taylor Swift
Zhijie Liu is one of fi ve Chinese 

students who have enrolled at Wesleyan 
for the 2014-2015 school year.

Nicknamed Zelia, the 19-year-old 
Nantong native is majoring in business 
administration and accounting. Back 
home, her mother is a court offi cial and 
a former judge, while her father works 
for the State Taxation Administration.

Last month she was interviewed by 
Decree staff, over email, about life in 
America and her impressions of Wesleyan.

Q: Describe your hometown, the 
climate, and the residents.

A: Nantong is a city near Shanghai. I 
usually tell Americans that I live in Shanghai 
because it just takes one hour to drive there 
and it’s much more famous than Nantong. 
It has about seven million residents. The 
climate is just like the weather in Rocky 
Mount, which is a main reason I chose to 
study here. Residents have different occupa-
tions in Nantong. I know that there are some 
cities where most residents have the same 
occupation, but people in my hometown do 
not. They work in diverse areas.

Q: How did you discover NC Wesleyan?
A. My mom has a friend in Rocky 

Mount who also came from China. She 
is working in education, so I applied to 
NCWC on her recommendation. 

Q: Why did you elect to pursue your 
college education in the U.S. and not at 
home or in Europe? 

A: The reason is very complicated. First, 
in China, I was in the best high school in 
my city, so I experienced great competition. 
China’s high schools are known to be very 
hard. Everyone wants to attend a better 
college and the only chance to achieve that 

goal is to get a high grade on the Gao Kao, 
the fi nal college entrance examination, 
which follows the three years of senior high 
school. There is a saying in China: “One 
exam determines one child’s life.” Unlike 
the SAT, the Gao Kao can only be taken one 
time per year and most students will take 
it just one time in their life. The Chinese 
population is so great that not everyone can 
get into the college they want to enter; some 
even fail to get the grade that would qualify 
them to apply to a college, and the number 
of good colleges in China is very limited. 
The competition is too intense. Like many 
parents, mine hold the opinion that rather 
than let me put so much effort into getting 
accepted at a decent college in China, they 
were willing to send me to the U.S. Many 
Chinese believe that an American college 
education is better. And many Chinese 
students choose to study in the U.S. to 
improve their English, since English is 
becoming more and more important in the 
global economy. It’s best to be around native 
English speakers, immersed in the language. 
As a fi nal point, I have relatives in the U.S., 
and none in Europe. My parents will feel 
relieved knowing they have people they can 
trust to take care of their child. 

Q: How much previous training did you 
have in speaking, writing and reading English?

A: Chinese students take English classes 
beginning in primary school. We have English 

classes throughout our educational career. But 
what we’re taught in the classes is very basic 
and the English education in China focuses 
more on grammar and spelling but not so 
much on speaking or listening; I think this is a 
shortfall of English education in China. If a 
Chinese student intends to study in the U.S., 
she will stop going to her high school and fi nd 
other educational institutes where the only 
focus is on improving speaking, listening, 
reading and writing in English without other 
subjects. I studied in this kind of institute for 
about seven months. English has become the 
mostly wide used language in the world. In 
China, an employer will be more likely to hire 
an applicant with English communication 
skills over one without those skills.

Q: What are some of the differences between 
the Chinese and American education systems, 
in the ways teachers run their classes, etc.?

 A: I don’t know how the Chinese college 
teachers run their class. If I were to compare 
Chinese high school teachers and the 
American college professors, I would say 
that what the Chinese teach in class is based 
more on the textbook. They’re supposed to 
explain every specifi c point in the textbook. 
It seems like American college professors 
are more likely to let the students learn most 
of the information by themselves. In class, 
they like to hold activities, like debating and 
presentations, which can help students to 
communicate with each other. 

Many Americans think Chinese college 
students are cleverer than Americans. I 
don’t agree with this (When we discussed 
cheating in a recent English class, an 
American student said that Asian students 
don’t need to cheat, because they’re so 
clever.). I think the Chinese primary and 
high school students are challenged more in 
their classes, especially math and sciences. 
In China, a teacher may teach “1+1=2” 
in class, but then give a more diffi cult 
question—“What is 34+65?”––on the test. 
American teachers seem to give test ques-
tions on the same level as the ones in the 
lesson. When the Chinese students come 
to America, they’re much better prepared, 
at least in some subjects, than many of 
their American counterparts. The Chinese 
students have been trained to think about 
more diffi cult problems than Americans. 
And before college, the Chinese students 
face a large amount of homework every 
school day, which helps them fi gure out 
math and science problems much faster 
than others. At the same, Chinese students 
have many more tests in their senior and 
junior high schools, which allows them to 
get better grades in college.

Most Chinese students learn well in their 
high school ( I say most because China 
also has many students who are very poor 
at studying, and they come to the U.S. 
because their parents are wealthy enough 
for them to study abroad and it’s easier to 

enter a decent college in the US than in 
China). Most Chinese students don’t need 
to spend much time in American college 
classes to pass the exams because what 
they have learnt in high school was already 
much more diffi cult than what the Ameri-
can teachers are teaching in the class. As I 
say, many Americans say Chinese students 
are so clever that they can get a better grade 
on a test, but these Americans don’t know 
about the Chinese high school life. This 
leads to a question: Since the education in 
China can make a better student than the 
U.S., why is there an increasing number 
of Chinese students who opt to study in 
America? This is because most Chinese 
recognize the true practical abilities of the 
American college graduates. This is shown 
in their workplace and social life, much better 
than with a student who graduated from a 
Chinese college. We attribute this success to 
the ways of the American education, to be 
specifi c, the way American teachers run their 
classes. We think that it’s better to let the
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Freshman Zhijie Liu is one of 

Wesleyan’s fi rst Chinese students. 
          G. Wallace photo

Williams Is Next 
SGA President, 
VP Candidates 
Face Run-Off

Freshman Emanuel Williams will 
become the new president of the 
Student Government Association, 
after running unopposed in the 
elections held March 23-26.

The only contest was for vice president, 
but, according to SGA offi cials, there will 
be a run-off because the two candidates, 
sophomores Kelly Cranick and Raymond 
Bryant Jr., fi nished in a tie in the initial vot-
ing. The run-off was scheduled for March 
30 through April 2, with balloting to take 
place in the school cafeteria for two hours 
at lunch (11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.) and two 
hours at dinner (5:30 to 7:30 p.m.).

Current SGA Treasurer Deontae Swain 
helped oversee the election with President 
Isaiah Morrow. Swain declined to provide 
vote totals from the vice presidential election.

Williams has been active in SGA as the 
chair of the security committee. Cranick 
is the current secretary, while Bryant is the 
representative for the student group Refuge.

The run-off winner will succeed two-
term Vice President Sarah Olsowski, who 
resigned her post earlier in the semester.

SGA is attempting to recruit candidates 
for treasurer and secretary, Swain said.

Last year, voting occurred in the cafeteria. 
And on-line voting was introduced, but techni-
cal problems led SGA to abandon that process.

(Note: The Decree will provide 
complete election results and a profi le of 
the new executive board in its next issue.)

Science Club Initiates 
Recycling on Campus
By Decree Staff

The reaction has been positive so 
far to the campus recycling program 
instituted by the Wesleyan Science Club.

According to club offi cers, 12 sky-blue 
bins have been placed around campus, 
one on the fi rst fl oor of all fi ve residence 
halls, fi ve in academic buildings, one in 
the Hardees Student Union and one in the 
Hartness Center. The cardboard bins were 
obtained with the help of local businesses 
and painted by club members.

Club member Lucrezia DePascalis 
reported increased usage of the bins 
as the semester has progressed. In one 
recent week, she said, the collections 
yielded two large bags of soda bottles 
and other plastics.

“We’ve been getting a lot of positive 
comments about the recycling bins,” 
DePascalis said. “The staff and faculty 
love the idea and they’re using the bins 
regularly. The students received the 
change well.”

Recyclable materials include aluminum 
and steel cans, paper, newspaper, card-
board and plastic with the numbers 1-7. 

Science Club President Karishma 
Patel said that several inappropriate 
materials have been found in the 

bins; such materials include nap-
kins, paper towels, wax paper, paper 
lined with plastic, groceries bags, 
plastic tableware and Styrofoam 
containers. Patel said it “was disap-
pointing” to find garbage—such as 
chewing gum and discard fruit––in 
the bins. “It would be nice if the 
recyclables would be somewhat 
clean,” she added. “Bottles should 
be emptied before putting them in 
the bins: it makes it easier and faster 
to sort them and it doesn’t ruin the 
cardboard bins.”

Once a week, club members empty 
the bins and sort the recyclables into 
paper, plastic and cans. The materials 
are then deposited in a large container 
located near Boddie and Centura halls. 
From there, the City of Rocky Mount 
picks up the materials.

Dr. Daniel Stovall, a fi rst-year biology 
professor and the Science Club advisor, 
said he’s proud of the work done by club 
members. “They’ve shown tremendous 
initiative and dedication with this project 
that fulfi lls a much-needed service to the 
school,” he said. “I’m excited to see how 
far they’ll take it.”
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students think by themselves rather than 
just tell them what others have discovered 
in a particular field. Most Chinese students 
lack the ability to think about new ideas, 
and only hold the knowledge they have 
been told. This is a shortfall of education 
in China. So, most parents choose to send 
their child to the U.S., after the funda-
mental education of high school. They 
want their child to develop more practical 
abilities and change some of their ways to 
thinking through problems. Many think the 
best education is a combination of Chinese 
high school and American colleges.

Q: What's been your most challenging 
class at Wesleyan so far?

A: The most challenging class has been 
biology, due to vocabulary problems. In 
my high school, I had learnt the parts of 
knowledge, which the instructor is teaching 
in class now. But I still need to look up 
vocabulary words and memorize them to 
learn how to express what I have learnt in 
English. It takes a lot of time and effort.

Q: Let me ask you a hypothetical 
question. If you wrote an article in a col-
lege newspaper in China and the article 
was critical of the school or the national 
government, what would happen?

A: The critical parts would be deleted, 
if you still wanted to publish it; otherwise, 
the article wouldn’t be published. I think 
freedom of expression and speech is poor in 
China, though it says “people have the right 
to express themselves.” Most public speeches 
have to be examined by certain institutions 
before they’re aired on TV or placed online. 
Once the institution discovers that there is 
something critical, especially if it’s about the 
country or the government, the video would 
be deleted from the Internet immediately.

Q: Americans are told that the air pollution 
is bad in the big cities of China. Describe what 
the air pollution is like in the Shanghai area.

A: Yes, it’s true that the air pollution is 
really bad in the big cities, especially in 
the capital city, Beijing. In my hometown 
and Shanghai, the situation is much better; 
people can see the blue sky some days in 
a year. The Rocky Mount environment is 
great. The air is much fresher than in Beijing, 
even better than my hometown. I think it’s 
because of the plentiful trees. There is a 
famous documentary film in China, which 
made much of a stir recently. It’s called 
“Under the Dome.” It was by renowned 
investigative CCTV journalist Chai jing. 
She started the documentary when her infant 
daughter developed a benign tumor while 

still in the womb, which she blames on the 
terrible air pollution. I think it’s the most effec-
tive thing that can let people learn about the 
air pollution in China so far. You can search 
“under the dome chaijing” on Youtube. You 
can view it with the English subtitles. 

Q: How do you communicate with 
your family while here in the U.S.? 

A: I use Wechat, an app that can be 
downloaded from an App Store, to send text 
messages to my family. Wechat is now the most 
popular online chat tool in China. And I use 
Skype to speak with them. I keep in touch with 
my family every day by sending messages. I 
use Skype about two or three times a week. 

Q: Besides your loved ones, what do 
you miss most about life in China?

A: Absolutely the food. Although there is 
so-called Chinese food in America, it’s too 
Americanized. I have had delicious traditional 
Chinese food in Los Angeles and Boston, but 
I haven’t found it in North Carolina so far. 

Q: Please elaborate on the differ-
ences between American-Chinese and 
true Chinese cuisine and the overall 
diets of citizens in each country?

A: When I was in a biology class a couple 
weeks ago, the students were given a hand-
out on the food pyramid. And our instructor 
asked us a question, “Do you think that 
your diet is following the pyramid?” I was 
thinking about myself and to be honest, my 
answer would absolutely be “yes” if I was in 
China but definitely “no” now that I’m in the 
U.S. Really, I think that the Chinese foods 
are much healthier than the American ones. 
Chinese pay more attention to the nutritional 
balance in their meals.

 When it comes to taste, it’s hard to say 
whether the Chinese food is less sweet, or 
saltier, spicier because the general taste of 
the Chinese food is different from area to 
area. Generally speaking, it depends on the 
main tastes of that particular area; Chinese 
food is divided into eight groups. I don’t 
know the situation in the U.S., but we have 
Chinese who plan a trip to another city just 
for some different delicious food. In China, 
the food is becoming a more important part 
of our culture. There is a famous documen-
tary called “A Bite of China,” which you 
also can watch on Youtube. Although it still 
doesn’t cover all kinds of Chinese food, 
it is a very interesting film that shows the 
relationship between Chinese and their food. 

Q: What are your favorite and least 
favorite American foods?

A: I loved American food when I was in 
China, especially the french fries. But after 
eating them every day and every meal, I 
started to miss the food in my home. We do 
have many American fast-food restaurants 

in China, like McDonald’s, Burger King and 
Subway. But we don’t eat fast food every day.  

Q: What were your impressions of 
Americans before you traveled to the U.S. 
and what surprised you the most about 
them after you spent some time here?

A: Although I had never been in the 
U.S. before, I learnt a lot about Americans 
through movies and social media. So I 
don’t think there was something that really 
surprised me. Everything is just like I 
thought it would be before I came here.

Q: Before coming to the U.S., which 
American celebrities and politicians most 
interested you and your family and friends? 
Which did you find most obnoxious (Don’t 
be afraid to give us your honest opinion)?

A: There are many singers and actors ad-
mired by teenagers in China. Taylor Swift is 
very popular. Many American TV series are 
also very popular in China and we can watch 
them online on the Internet. But personally, 
I’m not familiar with those actors.  Most 
Chinese just watch Chinese TV shows, but 
some dramas like “Two  Broke Girls,” “The 
Walking Dead,” and “Game of Thrones,” are 
popular, especially among teenagers.

As for politicians, I’m really not familiar 
with the politicians… hahaha. But my father is 
interested in the American political news. And 
I’m not afraid to answer the last question––I 
just don’t feel there is an American celebrity 
that is obnoxious to Chinese.

Q: What do you think of the Kardashians?
A: I don’t know the Kardashians and I 

think they’re not so famous in China because I 
haven’t seen news about them online or on TV.

Q: What's been the most difficult adjust-
ment for you about living in the U.S.?

A: I think I have adjusted to the life in the 
U.S. pretty well. If I have to identify one dif-
ficulty, it’s that I cannot go home frequently.

Q: What are your impressions about the 
NCWC campus, as well as the surrounding area?

A: The campus is small, but I really like 
the red-brick buildings here. And I was 
impressed when I first came here by the 
number of trees behind the buildings. It’s 
impossible to see so many trees at a college 
in China. The weather is what I like most; 
it’s just like the weather in my hometown.

Q: What careers are you considering?
A: In the future, I’d like to work for a 

company. I don’t know the situation in the 
U.S., but in China, it will be much easier for 
a person who has a graduate degree to get 
a job. So I want to go to graduate school. 
However, because I have been in the U.S. for 
only about seven months, I’m still not sure if 
I will stay in the U.S. for my graduate school.

(Editor’s Note: This interview was condensed 
and edited for clarity.)

Issue In-Focus 1: Tobacco Ban at NC Wesleyan
Question: Should North Carolina Wesleyan ban all tobacco products—including e-cigarettes––on 
campus? This question was posed to Decree staff writers and 24 members of the Wesleyan staff, 
administration and faculty. Here are the responses we received:

Katie Beeman (non-smoker)

I don’t think that there should be a 
smoking ban on campus. I’ve never been 
negatively affected by outdoor smokers 
here, so I don’t see the problem. There’s not 
a huge population of smokers on campus. 
As long as smokers throw away the cigarette 
butts rather than just tossing them on the 
ground, it shouldn’t be an issue. I don’t 
smoke and it’s not healthy for you, but we’re 
adults and should be able to choose whether 
we want to smoke or not. Students of legal 
age can’t drink on campus, and now they 
want to take away something else? Why not 
try to compromise and make a designated 
smoking area rather than instituting a ban?    

Dr. Jane Fruitt (smoker)

As you might imagine, I’m opposed to 
a tobacco ban on campus. I don’t believe it 
would be successful, and it certainly would 
be an infringement on personal choice. There 
seem to be very few smokers, so I don’t 
think it’s a major problem. My biggest con-

cern is the potential for littering, so perhaps a 
couple of strategically placed ashtrays might 
help. And to the litterbugs: please take the 
time to discard all of your trash appropriately 
to help maintain our beautiful campus. 

Kristofer Harris (light smoker)

I’m not in favor of a campus-wide 
tobacco ban. It’s an individual’s choice to 
smoke and that choice shouldn’t be decided 
by the school’s administration, although I 
understand that this is a private school. A 
ban would make it incredibly inconvenient 
for smokers to leave campus every time we 
wish to smoke. I also recognize that second-
hand smoking could be an issue here but 
that problem can be solved with designated 
smoking areas. I haven’t noticed litter from 
cigarettes and tobacco products. And I 
haven’t heard complaints from non-smokers. 
All in all, this rule is unfair to smokers.

Dr. Richard Kennedy (ex-smoker)

A smoking ban is a personally and politi-
cally charged topic. I compare smoking 

bans to government interference with an 
individual’s “right to keep, bear,” and carry 
concealed handguns (Amendment II, 1791). 
Smoking is a personal choice of pleasure that 
supports our free enterprise economy. In some 
cases, smoking is a personal pleasure that 
serves to meet a physiological, psychological, 
and, in some cases, physical need. As a 
personal choice, smoking should “not be 
construed, disparaged, or denied” (Amend-
ment IX, 1791). I don’t support a smoking 
ban for outdoor common areas of the campus. 
However, smoking inside campus buildings 
and dormitory rooms should be prohibited. 
All smokers should be expected to field dress 
their cigarette butts. If a large number of used 
cigarette butts decorate the grounds of our 
beautiful campus, campus smokers should get 
up on Saturday morning and walk the campus 
to clear said cigarette butts. 

Scott Marsigli (ex-smoker)

Although I smoked cigarettes for 28 
years and quit last October, I do believe 

tobacco products should be permitted on 
campus. Tobacco usage should be allowed 
for individuals of legal age. However, I also 
believe the college should provide designated 
smoking areas on campus in locations that 
are acceptable to both smokers and non-
smokers. It’s difficult to take everyone’s rights 
into account, but it is the right thing to do.

David Robinson (non-smoker)

Since I have never used tobacco, I 
don’t understand the addiction. But I have 
conviction that coercion isn’t an accept-
able method to change behavior. I’ve 
always thought that smoking rooms in 
airports were a good idea, and I’ve always 
skirted them as far away as possible. The 
pathetic, wizened smokers, raking out 
their lungs with racking coughs, know 
what they’re doing, make jokes about it, 
and die early. It’s their choice, and as long 
as I don’t have to breathe their exhalations, 
first hand, they should be allowed to bring 
destruction upon themselves. I do have 
two caveats: that they pay for their cancers 
themselves. And that they pick up their 
butts. I’m not in favor of forced obedience 
to the unenforceable. I am in favor of 
common sense and good behavior.

Atyah Spells (smoker)

With regard to the discussion of banning 
all tobacco use on campus, I disagree 
and believe that there should be more 
designated areas posted around campus 
for those who smoke. As long as everyone 
smokes in designated areas and clears 
the remnants, I see no problem. We’re all 
adults and everyone should have equal 
rights. Wesleyan is a campus that shows 
great diversity and respects the freedom 
of sexual orientation, religion, etc. The 
Wesleyan campus should maintain the 
freedom to smoke in designated areas.

Rebecca Staylor (non-smoker)

I don’t think that there should be a 
smoking ban on campus. I believe that we 
all should have the right to use tobacco, 
seeing that we’re all over 18. But I do think 
smoking should be regulated. In recent 
years, time and again, I’ve seen smokers 
puffing away outside the library; and 
though they’re not attempting to do so, 
they’re harming others. When smokers are 
outside, their smoke makes its way into 
the non-smokers’ lungs and leaves a potent 
smell on their clothes. To prevent this, there 
should be a designated smoking area, away 
from the main campus buildings, instead of 
permitting smoking in common areas where 
all students, smoker and non-smokers, have 
to pass. I’m sorry to be blunt, but I don’t 
want to die from second-hand smoke, so if 
you want to smoke, you can do it where I’m 
not vulnerable to the harmful effects. 

Michael Taylor (smoker)

I’ve never heard complaints about smok-
ers on campus. If there are complaints, then 
I think a designated smoking area would be 
more conducive to solving the problem. I 
think NCWC banning all tobacco products 
is going too far. There are many smokers on 
campus, including myself, who would be 
unhappy and even feel targeted, if tobacco 
was banned. In addition, it would be nearly 
impossible to enforce the policy on such 
an open and wooded campus. What if a 
student was caught smoking? Would he be 
expelled or just warned? And what would 
the administration ban next? Soft drinks? 
Junk food? Sleeping past 9 a.m.? I think 
such a major decision as this should be left 
to a student vote and not decided by a few 
overpaid stiff-shirts sitting in an office. But, 
of course, Wesleyan is a private school so 
the administration can do whatever it wants.

Issue In-Focus 2: Romance on College Campuses
Around Valentine’s Day, Decree staffers were asked the following question: Does true romance still 
exist on college campuses, or is it just about “hooking up?”

Diamond Allen
True romance requires two things that only 

mature people can handle, commitment and 
patience. On college campuses across America, 
you see couples that graduate and eventually 
get married. Unfortunately those couples are the 
Cinderella stories of tragic college love stories. 
Couples make it when each partner sets aside 
his/her pride and makes time for the other. I 
have often heard that people marry their college 
sweetheart. My junior year of high school I’d 
often say “my husband is somewhere preparing 
to go to the same college or already at school 
just waiting for me.” But my fairy tale love story 
is not achievable in today’s society. I guess that 
was something of the past when people were 
less promiscuous. Unsuccessful relationships are 
the norm for college dating, and hooking up and 
hanging out for a couple weeks is the basic near-
relationship achieved today. College students’ 
immaturity level has stooped to an all-time low. 
Both sexes lack the courage to give true romance 
a chance. They would rather take their chances of 
hooking up before they give someone a chance to 
break their heart. It’s a better-safe-than-sorry type 
of scenario. My advice is, don’t give up on your fairy 

tale love story because you could change the odds. 
Katie Beeman

Call me a romantic, but I believe that college 
students still have long-term relationships. Though 
hook-ups, casual relationships, friends with 
benefits (or whatever we’re calling it now) are 
prevalent in college culture, there are still lots of 
serious relationships. College students today have 
not completely shied away from monogamous 
relationships. You see couples walking to class 
together, and some live together off campus. Even 
if their significant other doesn’t go to Wesleyan, 
some students still maintain long-distance relation-
ships. Though finding one special person may 
not be as important as it used to be, lots of college 
students still have long-term relationships.

Kate Butler
I don’t believe romance still exists on any 

college campus. I think even the strongest of 
students have given in to the popular hook-up 
culture. It’s human nature to want to be loved, and 
to accept whatever comes our way. I love the saying 
that you accept the love you think you deserve. I 

couldn’t think of a better phrase that explains why 
relationships are so messy and imperfect. I know 
that feeling broken love has more appeal than no 
love at all. With that said, I don’t think it’s a smart 
attitude to have. While it isn’t smart to give in to less 
than you deserve, I’m the last person to judge a fel-
low student for wanting to be loved. I wish that all 
college students would want to commit, but that’s 
just not the case. This is why the hook-up culture 
has become so prevalent. Some are settling, and 
others are taking advantage of those who will settle 
for a lack of commitment. It really is a hard concept 
to swallow, but I think age and experience are the 
only factors that will separate the eternal bachelors 
and bachelorettes from those who want something 
of more substance. For now, college students are 
using this hook-up culture to buy them time to figure 
out what it is they truly want.  I can guarantee an 
endless string of hook-ups is not a life goal for most 
students. This generation could teach the next one 
this life lesson so history does not keep repeating 
itself. Once our generation learns how trivial the 
hook-up culture really is, no one will want to be a 
part of it, and no one will want it to be a stamp on 
American culture. It’s one thing to be young and make 
mistakes, but we all need to find a way to grow from 

them, and not be content with a lack of commitment.
Kristofer Harris

I believe that romance, or “dating,” still exists here 
on campus. You can find examples of this with a few 
couples on campus, although the trend is dying. It’s 
more common to see students who are single and that 
frequently “hook up.” Hooking up usually consists 
of one-night stands or sex without the relationship. 
Though I am involved in a committed relationship, 
I personally can see why the idea is attractive since 
relationships can be very draining. Many of my 
friends here probably couldn’t spell relationship. 
Their goal seems to be to avoid one. I believe this is 
more common with men, although I see this with 
women as well. Women may not consciously have 
this goal, but in their quest to find “the one,” they 

usually end up with the same result, hooking-up. 
Ella Monroe

I do and I do not believe that true love exists on 
campuses. That’s because this generation is… quite 
odd. Some students don’t know the meaning of 
trust and loyalty. And because of that, intentionally 
or not, they don’t respect one another and that’s the 
beginning of just hooking up without the intention 
of achieving something more. A lot of students 
say that they can’t find somebody because they 
can’t trust anybody. I don’t believe that’s true at all. 
You shouldn’t trust everyone you meet because 
there are untrustworthy people in the world; you 
shouldn’t put time and effort into the wrong type 
of people. I also believe that romance exists. Once 
you find that person who knows the meaning of 
trust and loyalty and who isn’t talking to you to just 
to hook up, then you can find happiness and that 
creates love. My longest relationship is my current 
one. I’ve been with my boyfriend for almost four 
up-and-down years, and every other day is a chal-
lenge. We aren’t perfect and haven’t been since day 
one, but I know where I stand and he knows where 

he stands. In the end, that’s all that matters. 
Rebecca Staylor

I feel that true romance can exist on 
a college campus, but that it’s rare. Most 
of the time––if we’re going to be realistic 
here––students are just in it for the hook-up. 
I can’t tell you how many times I’ve heard 
from guys and girls that they’re talking 
to someone and nothing ever becomes 
official. They officially hook-up, but nothing 
after that. I think college is just about the 
hook-ups most of the time because students 
already have pretty full lives and a solidified 
relationship will only add extra weight; 
from my understanding of what others 
preach to me, hooking up does no harm. 
So, yes, I think it’s all about the hook-up. 
But I’m not a loveless person; I still believe 
college romance can happen.

Michael Taylor
True romance still exists. At least I like to 

think so. It just depends on the person/couple. 
A lot of students still just want to hook up, 
but there are some who are actively seeking 
true love. Unfortunately, true love is hard to 
find because so many are seeking a hook-up. 
There is no trust or faith anymore. Everyone 
assumes that a person is telling them what 
they want to hear just to get in their pants. 
But every once in a while a person really 
means what he says and what he feels. In the 
end, though, it never really matters.
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SPORTS

Team Sweden: Senior Robert Kjellberg and freshman Sebastian Sikh 

have teamed to form Wesleyan’s top doubles pair.      Photo courtesy of SI

Through the first 16 games, 

leftfielder Kendra Hoes leads 

the Bishops softball team in 

batting average (.340) and RBIs 

(9). After back-to-back sweeps 

at the hands of Averett and 

Greensboro, the Bishops split 

their next four series and then 

went on a road trip to Georgia 

and Tennessee. Coach John 

Brackett’s team was 2-6 in  

the USA South Conference,  

6-10 overall.              SI photo

Tennis Teams Dominate Early in Season
The women’s tennis team is back. 

Not only has the team grown in the past 
year; it’s been dominating USA South 
Conference opponents.

That dominance was evident when 
the Bishops drubbed rival Methodist, 
9-0, on March 18 at the Slick Family 
Foundation Tennis Center. The outcome 
represented a dramatic turnaround 
from last year, when the Monarchs 
dispatched the Bishops, 7-2, as NCWC 
lost three singles matches by 6-0, 6-0 
scores and forfeited two others, because 
it was unable to field a full team.

Junior Katie Beeman, the only member 
of the women’s team back in fall 2013, 
praised the work of second-year Coach 
Andres Amores. “Andres has done a 
really great job with recruiting girls and 
filling the team with talented players,” she 
said. “It’s great to see the program take 
off again and I think that we’re one of the 
favorites to win conference this year.”

In last month’s rematch, Wesleyan 
did not give up a set to the defending 
champion Monarchs, turning in six 
straight-set wins in singles play.

Doubles play opened with top-

seeded Natalia Lopez and Maria 
Fernanda Orona shutting out the MU 
duo of Isabella Graf and Sam Munze 
8-0. Freshmen Rachel Hui and Sofia 
Gonzalez turned in an 8-5 win at the #2 
seed, while Valeria Berber and Sofia 
Prado were 8-4 winners at #3.

In singles action, Lopez cruised 
to a 6-2, 6-1 win over Graf at the top 
seed, followed by Hui posting a 6-3, 
6-0 victory over Munze at #2. Orona, 
Berber, Gonzalez and Prado claimed 
easy victories over their opponents at 
#3 through #6, with six of the eight sets 
resulting in 6-1 wins for the Bishops.

"This was a great win for our team,” 
Amores said after the match.

Lopez, a sophomore from Maracaibo, 
Venezuela, was glad to avenge last year’s 
loss to the Monarchs. She said the match 
gave her team confidence as it moves 
through its schedule. “I feel really posi-
tive about the team this year,” said last 
year’s USA South Conference Rookie 
of the Year. “We have new players that 
play at a high level. I hope we win the 
conference and do well at regionals.”

Entering the season, Amores figured 
that Methodist, the five-time confer-
ence champion, would be his team’s 
toughest competition. “But their level 
has dropped from last year,” he said. 
“Other conference teams will be a 
bigger challenge than Methodist.”

The following Saturday, the Bishops 
upped their conference record to 4-0 by 
shutting out Ferrum at home. The team has 
now won three matches by 9-0 scores, with 
the fourth an 8-1 shellacking of Averett.

The women’s team next embarked 
on a road trip to Georgia to face Cov-
enant, Piedmont and Maryville. When 
it returns home, it will take on Meredith 
in Raleigh, a match that Lopez has been 
eyeing for a year. In 2014, her only 
singles loss was against the Avenging 
Angels’ number-one player.

Amores expressed optimism about 
his team’s remaining matches. “We’re 
looking to make history by winning our 
first conference tournament title and I 
hope to do well if we make it to region-
als,” he said. “In the future I hope to 
get a national ranking for the girls.”

While the women’s team has thrived 
with an infusion of talent from Mexico 
and Venezuela, the men’s team has con-
tinued its preeminence in the conference. 

As with his coaching predecessors, 
Amores is looking to win the conference 
and make an extended run in the Divi-
sion III regional and national tourneys.

The men’s team has won its first four 
conference matches, beating Averett, 
Greensboro and Ferrum by 9-0 scores 
and defeating rival Methodist, 7-2.

Its record is more mixed against 
strong non-conference teams. It has lost 
matches to lower-ranked Stevens as 
well as 15th-ranked Mary Washington. 
But it has beat #26 Dennison and upset 
16th-ranked Bates College, winning in 
convincing fashion, 7-2. Against Bates, 
the Bishops were led by the doubles 
pair of Robert Kjellberg and Sebastian 
Sikh, who won 8-2 and then added 
victories in their singles matches.

Amores’ immediate goal is for the team 
to move from its current national ranking, 
31st, to the top 20.

Besides success in the regional and 
perhaps national tournament, the coach 
would like to see Kjellberg and Sikh, a 
pair of Swedes, win a national doubles 
title, a feat he thinks is within reach.

(Katie Beeman and Sports Informa-
tion contributed to this report.)

Despite Record, Trader Sees Reason to Be Hopeful
The women’s basketball team 

wrapped up an injury-plagued season, 
compiling a 5-14 USA South Confer-
ence record, good for 11th place.

The team’s 7-17 overall mark represented a 
step back after the team went 37-40 in Coach 
Artina Trader’s three previous seasons. The 
Bishops played a young lineup in 2014-15, 
having lost five veterans, including leading 
scorer Tiffany Bell, to graduation last year.

Coach Trader was interviewed 
following the 2014-15 season.

Q. What game was most memorable 
for you and your players? 

A. It would have to be our home game 
versus Methodist. We only had six healthy 
players going into that game, three posts and 
three guards. It was our Senior Night game, 
so with it being their last home game, seniors 
Alijah Brown and NeTaih Davis played with 
a sense of urgency. The two combined for 18 
points, 12 rebounds, five assists, two steals 
and one block. But the underclassmen, each 
playing well over 30 minutes, showed me a 
lot of heart and determination as well.

Methodist, a much taller team, had already 
handed us a five-point loss in Fayetteville 
when we had double-digit players healthy. 
So a loss at home, while it wasn’t expected 
because we always play to win regardless of 
numbers or location, would not have been a 
mistake by the basketball gods.

Q. Assess the play of your freshmen.
A. Unfortunately, a majority of the 

first-year players (total of six) were injured 
off and on the entire season. One freshman 
(Smiley Huggins) played the entire season, 
but of the others, the most games played 
was 16 out of a 24-game season. When 
healthy, they all showed promise, but that 
was few and far between.

Q. Looking at the season as a whole, 
how would you rate the progress that 
your players made?

A. When healthy, each player made 
strides. By the end of the season, our 
decision-making and ball movement were 
so much better. We struggled all season with 
communicating in general but especially on 
defense. If your players don’t communicate, 
your team will not get many wins. When the 
injuries got us down to six student-athletes, 
we did a little better at communicating but it 
wasn’t where it needed to be.

Q. I know coaches don't like to single out 
individual players, but how did leading scorer 
Kenyata Harris (14.3 ppg) play as compared 
to last year? Did you see improvement?

A. Kenyata started the season off 
slow, but really began to get out of the 
“sophomore slump.” In November she 
was averaging 14.8 ppg and 7.8 rpg, but 
then in December that went down to 12.7 
ppg and 6.7 rpg. In January her points 
stayed about the same at 12.3, but the 
rebounds went up to 7.4. February was a 
great month for Kenyata; that’s when her 
per game averages went up to 17.6 points 
and 9.1 rebounds.  Kenyata improved on 

her decision-making and slightly on her 
ball-handling skills. I believe she wants to 
become an all-around basketball player, 
so she’ll continue to make noticeable 
improvements in all facets of her game.

I would say that Jordan Cager made 
tremendous strides this season. In her 
freshman year, she averaged 5.8 ppg and 
3.3 rebounds; this season, her sopho-
more campaign, her numbers went up 
to 9.5 points per game and 5.8 rebounds 
per game.  She even led the team in total 
offensive rebounds (3.2 per game).

Q. What area of team play would you 
most like to stress next year? What needs 
the most work if you want the team to 
take the next step in the conference?

A. We need to become better on 
defense. We need to learn to communicate 
and play together as one unit if we expect 
to ever take the next step in the conference.

Q. As you recruit, what characteristics 
are you seeking in future NCWC players?

A. We’ve been putting an emphasis 
on post players and hope to attract some 
6-foot players for the fall. It’s difficult to 
get size at Division III colleges, but we just 
have to work harder to make it happen.

Decree Profile: Coach Frankie Taal
By Rebecca Staylor
& Decree Staff

Coach Frankie Taal’s field-house office 
has been transformed from a brick box to a 
soccer shrine. From the trophies to posters 
of past teams, from an NCAA banner to 
giant door poster of former player Mamadou 
“Futty” Danso, a visitor can see Taal’s love 
for the game written all over the walls.

After I took a seat on an NCWC stool in 
Taal’s office, we began our conversation 
by discussing why he came to the U.S. from 
Gambia, a West African country that’s a little 
smaller than Connecticut,  
with a  population of just under two million. 

“I came to America to receive an education,” 
said Taal, “of course while playing soccer.”

Taal, 48, attended three colleges and played 
soccer for four years. He first played at Hud-
son Valley Community College in Troy, New 
York where he was named “Team MVP” two 
straight years. He then transferred to Lambuth 
University in Jackson, Tennessee, where 
he took off a year from soccer. Missing the 
game, Coach Taal made his final transfer and 
finished his last two years of NCAA eligibility 
at Bethany College, a Division III school in 
West Virginia. Not only was he named an 
all-conference player two years running, but 
he was a stout defender on a Bison team that 
won the national championship in 1994.

Perhaps surprisingly, though, Coach 
Taal had planned to take a different 
path in life, one without soccer.

As he grinned and began to reminisce, 
Taal described the original career path that 
he had charted for himself.

 “I had planned to intern with the AU 
(African Union) and eventually I saw myself 
working for the United Nations,” he said. 

The African Union is an organization, 
similar to that of the United Nations, 
which focuses on promoting peace and 
stability among the African nations. 

Taal then grabbed a thick stack of 
papers with recruit information, skimmed 

a few sheets, and said, “But then I got 
offered an assistant coaching job for 
Bethany and I was convinced to stay.”

After graduating from Bethany with 
his political science degree in 1998, Taal 
coached the men’s team as an assistant for 
five years and became head coach for the 
women’s team for two more.

There was a moment of silence as he rearranged 
himself in his chair, glanced down and back up 
and said, “Then my contract was terminated.”

This happened after Taal had traveled to 
England to attend a life-long friend’s wed-
ding. Following the celebration, he tried to 
return to the States, but he was told that his 
visa was no longer valid. After requesting 
directions on how to fix the problem, Taal 
was informed that he must stay in England 
or go home to Gambia until his visa would allow 
him back in the U.S. The visa problems led him 
to miss a whole season of coaching at Bethany 
College. So he was dismissed by his alma mater.

Staying positive about the situation, Taal 
said, “You have to go through hardships to 
get somewhere and be successful.”

Glancing at a roster picture of this year’s 
men’s team––at 13-6-1, the most successful 
group of players he has trained in four years––
Taal then smiled and said, “It was destiny. I had 
to get fired from Bethany so that I could find 
my way here to North Carolina Wesleyan.”

Former Head Coach Jason Kilby hired 
Taal as his assistant coach in 2004. Coach 
Kilby ended up moving to Mary Washington 
University and in spring 2010, Taal was named 
to succeed him. He pointed to his shelves, where 
he had placed a picture of his first NCWC team.

Soon after becoming head coach, Taal 
established a routine that he has kept 
through the years.

“Our typical schedule depends on the 
season, of course,” Taal said. “We have 
an off-season and in-season schedule.”

During the in-season, the coach tries 
to arrive to the field house between 8 
and 9 a.m. The team begins practice at 3 

p.m., but from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Taal takes 
on many tasks in a short amount of time. 

When he arrives in the morning, he 
communicates with recruits, responds to 
emails, calls around for scouting reports, and 
schedules games and the related arrange-
ments. “I also have to cut or line the field, 
meet with the team or individuals about 
academics, and still leave enough time open 
for my players to come and discuss issues in 
reference to their school, life, and soccer.”

While his to-do list is long, Coach Taal 
said, “I might work all day but conducting a 
successful practice is the most important job.”

A typical practice lasts up to two hours 
and focuses on parts of the game the coach-
ing staff feels are most necessary, based on 
the team’s performance in previous workouts 
and games. After each practice, Taal and his 
assistant, Coach Ryan Huber, stay for two 
more hours and evaluate the team’s progress.

“Sometimes I’ll be here (in the field 
house) until midnight,” Taal said. “Dur-
ing season I’m always doing something.”

Though the pace is slower in spring, Taal and 
his assistant remain busy. Under NCAA rules, 
their team is limited to 16 “soccer-specific” 
practices. But off-season conditioning and 
weight training began the first week of February, 
and there’s plenty of email correspondence with 
potential recruits. Since the end of last season, 
the two coaches have been making recruiting 
trips up and down the East Coast. Such trips 
often involve watching tournaments. In June, 
Coach Taal intends to head back to Iceland, a 
country that has proved to be a talent-rich pool 
for the Wesleyan program. “I will be looking at 
players for fall 2015 and 2016,” he explained.

Taal said that he hopes to visit Gambia 
soon, not to recruit necessarily, but to 
visit his family. “I haven’t been home to 
Gambia since 2003, and I miss it,” he said.

He explained that, prior to receiving 
his Green Card in the spring of 2011, 
he was advised by his immigration 

See TAAL pg 4

Long Achieves 
Milestone, But 
Team Struggles

Baseball Coach Charlie Long reached a 
milestone on March 25 at Bauer Field as he 
picked up the 400th win of his 18-year career.

Long said he was unaware of the achieve-
ment. “I didn’t know or really care,” he said 
a day after the game. “I know it sounds like a 
cliché and it is, but I really take it one game at a 
time. My only concern is getting this team going 
in the right direction as we complete the season.”

Long’s 400th win came in the opener of 
the Bishops' doubleheader with St. Andrews 
University, a non-conference opponent, and saw 
NCWC post a 3-2 walk-off victory.

After the Knights opened up a 2-0 lead in 
the third inning, Wesleyan bounced back with 
single runs in the fifth, sixth and seventh to steal 
the come-from-behind win. Marcus Anderson 
and Ricardo Ciuffetelli each drove in runs to 
tie the score at 2-2, while a bases-loaded error 
brought Chris Rogerson home with the winning 
run in the Wesleyan's final at-bat.

Ciro Norzagaray paced the Bishop offense with 
a 2-for-3 showing at the plate. Starting pitcher T.J. 
Wilkie received a no-decision, allowing two runs 
on four hits and striking out three over six innings. 
George Moore (3-2) picked up the win in relief, 
striking out two of the three batters he faced.

In game two, the Knights rebounded for a  6-2 
win. Norzagaray again led Wesleyan's offense with 
a pair of hits and an RBI, while SAU's D'Aundray 
Van Slyke went 3-for-3 with a homerun.

The loss left the Bishops with a 6-19 overall 
record and a 4-14 mark in the USA South.

Long said his team has been scuffling for a 
number of reasons. “When we pitch well, we 
do not hit. When we hit, we do not pitch,” he 
said. “And we’ve made several crucial errors 
that have lost close games.”

Despite the setbacks, Long said he’s proud 
of the team’s overall effort. “We continue to pay 
hard and compete,” he said.

(Article courtesy of Sports Information)

Men’s Basketball 
Team Loses in 
A Tie-Breaker, 
Finishes 13-12

The NC Wesleyan men’s basketball team 
saw its 2014-2015 season end February 22 
at Ferrum College. 

Despite posting a 75-69 win over the Pan-
thers, the Bishops came up on the short end of 
the USA South's tie-breaking procedures for 
conference tournament seeding after finishing 
7-7 in league play alongside Covenant, 
LaGrange and Methodist. The victory did, 
however, secure the program's seventh straight 
season without a losing record as the Bishops 
compiled an overall mark of 13-12.

Ferrum led 30-26 at halftime and went on 
to lead by as many as eight early in the sec-
ond half, 40-32, with 15:55 remaining. The 
Bishops used a 14-6 run to even the score 
four minutes later, and the game proved to 
be a back-and-forth battle from there.

The two teams fought to a 12th and final 
tie, 57-57, with 3:44 to go. Wesleyan took 
control with 14-4 run to take a 10-point lead 
with under a minute left, and the Panthers 
got no closer than the final tally.

Brandon Brown scored half of the Bish-
ops' points during that game-clinching span 
to finish with 14 points on the night. Fellow 
junior D.J. Weaver recorded a game-high 21 
points on 5-of-9 attempts from behind the 
3-point arc, while freshman Josh Lancaster 
poured in a career-high 17.

(Article courtesy of Sports Information)
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lawyers not to travel outside of the 
United States. “Ever since receiving 
my Green Card,” he said. “I’ve been 
planning on going back to visit my 
mother, father and the rest of my large 
extended family. I hope to be able to go 
back sometime this year.” 

Taal is one of 10 children. Two of 
his sisters live in London, one brother 
lives in Manchester, another brother in 
Birmingham, England, and the other 
five siblings live in Gambia.

While Taal talks to his siblings 
about once a month, he said he stays 
in constant communication with his 
mother and father back home.

“I Skype with my parents once a week, 
or I’ll get a calling card and talk to them 
on my phone,” Taal said, adding that his 
mother comes to see him every five years, 
the last visit occurring in fall 2012.

He said that his family and friends are proud of 
his success as an athlete and now a head coach.

“Given my love for the game,” Taal 
said, “it’s no surprise to the folks back 
home that I’m a head coach.”

When he does return home, besides 
visiting with family and friends, Taal will 
be eager to taste his mother’s cooking.

“My mom makes the best stews,” he 
said. “The peanut butter stew is my favorite 

Local Playwright’s Work Explores 
Family Dynamics, Effects of Aging

The show “Native Americans of North Carolina,” featuring paintings by Stephen Ellis Greer, is on exhibit 

in the Mims Gallery of the Dunn Center.              Photo courtesy of E. Adelman

Brantley Writes about Eastern North Carolina
By Michael Taylor
Senior Staff Writer

Coca-Cola, Elvis, hockey, and barbecue. 
These are a few of the elements of life in 
eastern North Carolina Michael Brantley 
writes about in his book “Memory Cards.” 
The book is a collection of non-fiction 
essays containing 
characters solely from 
eastern N.C. and 
is expected to be 
published in June by 
Black Rose Writing.

It all began as a 
writing assignment 
while Brantley was 
a master’s student at 
East Carolina Univer-
sity. The paper was “a 
theory about writing 
what you know,” 
Brantley said. “Take 
a place you’ve been 
before and go back to 
it.” For him that place 
was Parker’s Barbecue 
in Wilson, which he 
visited with his then 
6-year-old son. He 
was thinking back on 
when he went there as 
a child and why he had quit going. From 
this experience the 300-word paper grew 
into a book of essays. Although each 
chapter of the book is a separate story, he 
hopes “together they will be interesting 
to many readers.”

Brantley related that the inspiration 
for his work came from being raised 
on a farm in rural Nash County outside 
of Rocky Mount. “Memory Cards” is 
about “growing up in a poor, rural area 
… I didn’t like it,” the visiting English 
professor said. He also admitted “I didn’t 
set out to write about eastern North 
Carolina but I thought about farming 
and growing up on a farm and one thing 
led to another. It’s also about being a 
first-generation college student being 
determined to follow my own path.” 

He ended up writing 20 essays relating 
to life this area. His former professor at 
Queen’s University in Charlotte, where 
he attended graduate school, told Brantley 
that “these pieces seem like a portrait.” 
This led him to title his book “Memory 
Cards” because “memory cards are a lot 
like how we think,” Brantley explained. 
The brain retains experiences and 
knowledge. “It gets full and you have to 
delete some things,” he added. 

Brantley described his writing style as 
thinking and observing to come up with an 
idea. He takes that small idea and looks “for 
something I can weave that thing together 
with.” He asks himself, “What’s the small 
idea that parallels to a bigger idea?” His 
favorite time to write is during the quiet of 
late might with only his laptop and notes. 
Quiet can be hard to find for someone who 
is married with three children, ages 14, 9, 
and 7, but Brantley doesn’t seem to mind. 

“It does make it difficult to find time to write, 
but the material they give is well worth it,” 
he said of his family.

Some of Brantley’s favorite writers 
include Gay Talese, Ron Rash, Elmore 
Leonard and James McKean. “Each has 

some technique that appeals to me that I 
try to blend into my style, and all are great 
storytellers,” he said. His advice to aspiring 
writers is to “outline it, then edit and revise 
it, revise it, revise it.” He continued, “Never 
throw any ideas away. Never quit. Take 
rejections (from publishers) in stride.” He 
also advised that “You can learn from every 
writer out there – even those you don’t 
like can show you what you want to do by 
showing you what you don’t want to do.”  
In his opinion there is always something to 
learn and to write about.

Brantley has loved writing since he 
was a child and originally wanted to be a 
sportswriter. He recommended journalism 
as “a good base to hang creativity on” 
and as a training tool because it teaches 
writers to tell a story with space and time 
constraints. He has had several of his fiction 
pieces published although he admits he 
writes mostly non-fiction. “WordRiver,” 
a journal at the University of Nevada-Las 
Vegas, published “Peanut Butter Table.” He 
also had “Daddy Shot Crows” published 
which was a fictionalized story about his 
father. Another piece inspired by his child-
hood was “Rationed” about ration books 
during WWII, which limited the amount 
of everyday goods that families could buy 
over a given time, and his father’s PSTD 
after serving in Korea. This story is also 
a chapter in “Memory Cards.” Brantley 
views his latest non-fiction pieces as “prob-
ably the best I ever wrote. I’m very excited 
to get this work out and into the world.” 

Although Brantley is busy with editing, 
reviews and readings for “Memory Cards,” 
he still has plans for future works. He is 
most interested in a real-life story about a 
Nash County native who served in both the 

Excerpt from “The Indian Hole”, a chapter 

in “Memory Cards” by Michael Brantley

The river was only about 30 yards wide at 
that point, and they decided they’d just walk out 
to where it was waist deep. None of them could 
swim, so they agreed to stay close to the edge.

 Eula Pearl was the first in, squealing 
and pulling her sisters and their friends 
into the murky, green water.  Somebody 
said watch out for snakes. They all held 
hands. The water felt so good as it ran 
over their dusty clothes, rushing over 
ankles and thighs and hips. So cool. The 
older girls dipped their faces into the 
water, untied pigtails and leaned their 
heads back. The old river was aptly 
named, dark and ugly as it cut a path 
across a third of the state, but it didn’t 
matter on that day as the water felt icy 

Michael Brantley          A. Stern photo

Northern and Southern armies during the 
Civil War. The soldier was eventually mur-
dered in front of the courthouse in Nashville 
in the daytime. But for now Brantley’s focus 
is on polishing off his current book before 
its summer release date.

 Michael Brantley was born in Rocky 
Mount. He attended undergraduate 
school at Barton College in Wilson and 
graduate school at ECU and Queen’s 
University where he received his 
Master of Fine Arts. He spent 17 years 
as a self-employed writer, editor, and 
photographer. He has also been a full-
time professor at Louisburg College and 
a part-time professor at Barton College, 
ECU, and Campbell University in 
Buies Creek, N.C. At NCWC, Brantley 
teaches English composition classes.

Voices of Triumph Electrifies Audience

dish. The main ingredients are: Peanut but-
ter, chopped/dice onions and tomato paste. 
It’s usually cooked with fish or chicken or 
lamb meat, carrots, cabbage, eggplant and 
cassava, which is from the yam family.”

While home, Taal might also fit in some 
soccer. Prior to coming to the U.S., he 
played on a team that was in the second-
highest level in his country. “I received a first 
division offer but wanted to be a superstar on 
the second team,” he said, adding that he was 
often called upon to coach children’s clubs, 
something he really enjoyed.

“In Gambia, soccer is life,” he said. “There 
is no other way to live. It is so popular.” 

Taal said he misses the communal 
feelings of Gambia’s major holiday 
celebrations, which include Christmas 
and Eidmubrak, a Muslim holiday. He 
noted that his father is a Muslim, while his 
mother is a Catholic. “I was baptized in the 
Catholic Church when I was only seven 
days old,” Taal said.

As he began to explain Eidmubrak, a holi-
day with plenty of special foods and general 
celebration, our conversation was interrupted 
by a knock on his office door. Looking over 
my shoulder, I could now see that when 
Coach Taal said he has to leave time for his 
players, he wasn’t joking. Futty Danso, now 
a professional player for the Montreal Impact, 
had come to visit his former coach.

Past, present, current and potential players 
are always welcomed in Coach Taal’s office.

cold on its meander towards the Atlantic.
Eula Pearl watched a dragonfly skim the 

surface, mesmerized by its almost drunken 
flight path, not even realizing she’d stepped 
into a crevice that brought the water to her 
chest. And then, Eula Pearl felt a tug at 
her feet. She stumbled, and felt a hard pull. 
Unsure whether something had grabbed 
her, Eula Pearl held tightly onto Mamie 
Harriet’s arm and yelled out. It seemed like 
someone was under the water —a savage, 
maybe — grasping at legs. In a blink, 
Mamie Harriet felt the same pull, and the 
other three girls realized this was not a 
game or a joke. 

Mary Frances dug her heels into the 
sludgy, silty bottom, trying to dig in and 
pull her sisters back to safety while her 
friends tugged at her arms and waist.

By David Robinson
Senior Senior Staff Writer

On Sunday, March 15th, the Dunn Center’s Min-
ges Auditorium was transformed into a jumping 
throbbing house of decibels just at the pain threshold. 
When I left I had cotton-filled ears without the benefit 
of cotton.  It was a time of dancing in the aisles and 
hands-in-the-air ecstasy that this poor conservative 
attendee doesn’t recall having seen before. So right 
off I must note that the music by the NCWC group 
Voices of Triumph was performed at a very high level 
of musicianship. Those guys were good. Instrumenta-
tion consisted of two keyboards, a bass guitar and 
drums, manned by professional quality musicians. 
The directors were never in doubt about their music 
and place, and the singers performed flawlessly.  

The evening started off (15 minutes late) 
with 45 minutes of rap, and the Master of 
Ceremonies apologized in advance for  that, 
maybe because he saw my white-haired head 
standing out in the crowd, I don’t know, but 
requested that it be given a chance. It appeared 
to be rapping for Jesus, and though under-

standing what was being rapped was difficult, 
there were no discernible inappropriate words, 
something other rap music cannot claim.  

The Voices of Triumph Choir consisted 
of about 15 women and 5 men, one of the 
men white, everyone else black. They were 
almost an hour getting to the stage, but when 
they got there, they were all in and gave 
everything they had to their performance.

The evening consisted of several acts, 
including a black mime done in white face. 
Now, several years ago I attended an opera 
in Kiev, Ukraine, and was amazed to see 
one of the actors in black face, something I 
thought I would never see. But see it I did, 
and I was not offended. Neither did the white 
face offend me. Both were done for dramatic 
effect, creating a memorable appearance, not 
intended to demean or offend, though I suspect 
black face in the United States would be not 
well tolerated, no matter the artistic intent.

The evening, once started, did not falter 

or give any respite from the decibel level.  
From start to finish it was just within, and at 
times just outside, the tolerance level. There 
were no apologies for the sound; in fact most 
of the audience seemed to desire at least 
that level of sound. Almost everyone there 
seemed very enthusiastic and involved. Very 
few of us did not get on our feet from time 
to time. Some did to demonstrate that they 
were feeling the spirit, some because the MC 
requested they do so.  I did not because I felt 
conspicuous and a little out of place as it was.

There were several young people attend-
ing, even some babies. If the new-born were 
troubled by the loudness, I could not detect it. 
Baby lungs and vocal abilities are legendary, 
but they didn’t stand a chance of disrupting 
the proceedings, and I can’t say that any even 
tried. I certainly didn’t hear any.

I did take note of an elementary-aged girl 
seated not far from me, who used the evening to 
learn how she might be expected to participate 
in that type of event. She had a coat on, but it 
eventually restricted her movements and she 
removed it. Then her arms were raised in imita-
tion of the adults there, and she even tried a few 
dance steps. I enjoyed watching that young lady 
because she, like so many others, was not moving 
to be seen, but just to be moving with the sound. 
I did worry about her ears, though. There may be 
some resilience in young ears that tolerates high 
decibels. I hope so. Older ears do not, I can attest, 
and my hearing is something to be held carefully 
and preserved. Ever since the Army removed 
some of my hearing, the only louder place that 
I’ve been was when I attended the World Series in 
Atlanta in 1995. Now that was louder.

It appeared to me to be a celebration along 
Christian lines, as the MC was introduced as a 
preacher man, and most of the music seemed 
to have some religious content. Certainly 
there was a lot of fervor there that might be 
characterized as religious. My own experi-
ence is in church meetings where it’s possible 
to nod off peacefully on occasion. That was 
not the case in Minges. I did no nodding.

There was a program handed out as we 
entered, but it did not name the numbers. 
Therefore I don’t know what the specifics were, 
and I’m not sure it was necessary to know. The 
evening was at such a high level of energy and 
involvement that naming what was performed 
seems almost beside the point. It is sufficient 
to say that there was a flow to the evening that 
invited enjoyment from most of the almost 
300 in attendance. Maybe all of us liked it, as 
I did not feel the need to be elsewhere. I’m 
a musician myself, and very much appreci-
ated the expertise all of the musicians there 
demonstrated. Again, they were good.

I liked the performances; in fact I was glad to 
be there. If I could have gotten past the decibel 
level, it would have been very enjoyable. My 
overall assessment of the evening is: it was a 
remarkable, memorable two hours, and I’ll go 
again next year. But I’ll bring some ear protection.

By David Robinson
Senior Staff Writer

North Carolina Wesleyan College was treated to 
staged readings of two plays: “Tomorrow Never Came,” 
and “When Tables Turn,” by local playwright Conrad 
Bastien February 19 in the Dunn Center’s Powers 
Recital Hall. Attendance was good in spite of the snowy 
weather and postponement these readings had suffered.

In medieval times plays with strong moral 
messages were often written with the intent 
to influence public behavior, and were called 
morality plays. Bastien’s creations could be called 
such, even though they are modern, as there is a 
strong moral message in each of them.  

The first, “Tomorrow Never Came, ” in one act 
deals with a husband and father who abandoned his 
family to pursue his dream of becoming a successful 
writer. It begins when his daughter shows up at his 
door with accusations and remonstrances, including 
the news that his wife has cancer and is dying. The 
father comes quickly to his senses, orders tickets to 
Sweden where his wife is supposedly living, and then 
the wife shows up at his door as well, cancer actually 
in remission, and they are a family together again.

The second, a two-act, ten-scene play, “When Tables 
Turn,” treats a modern dilemma regarding what to 
do with old people who can no longer be safely alone. 
Amanda Gauthier, NCWC student and actress, 
remarked that the play brought the situation forcefully 
to her mind. Gauthier portrayed several roles in the 
play, both of an old person and a younger off-spring of 
a warehoused grandparent.  She said, “I learned a 
lot about this problem that I didn’t know before.”  

Each scene of “When Tables Turn” depicts 
varying responses of children to their aging 
parents as they become incapable of living alone, 
and how older folks who have not necessarily 
descended into dementia react to being arbitrarily 
and summarily placed in unfamiliar but “safer” 

surroundings. Bastien treats these situations with 
sympathy and clarity, and we are not left in doubt 
that outcomes are not necessarily pleasant or desir-
able for seniors in so-called retirement communities.

A staged reading is a condensed presentation 
of an entire play with stage directions narrated 
and actors reading parts. It moves quickly and 
gives a quite complete idea of the play without 
requiring sets and costumes.  

Attendance was about 50.  
One of the most difficult things in writing is to 

present an idea by showing it rather than telling. 
Bastien chose to tell rather than show, and there is 
no doubt about his perception of these situations he 
portrays. The messages were: families are good and 
should be together, and old folks need their children 
as much as children need their parents.  Good, solid 
moral imperatives for sure. I couldn’t agree more.

However, I did not leave the theatre with induced 
contemplation about any nuances in the plays.  There 
was no doubt about the message, and the attendees 
got it, as did the players. Sometimes being hit over 
the head with a notion is the way to communicate, 
and perhaps Bastien was purposeful in his selection 
of style, but I would have perhaps liked to have left 
with something to contemplate further.

One idea that could have been introduced, a 
conflict if you will, is the opposition of selfishness 
and self- interest with the altruism and love caring 
for an aged parent brings about. Presenting such a 
situation without resolving it falls into the “show” 
style of writing, and could have added another 
dimension to a well-treated subject.

Overall I salute Bastien on his selection of two 
conditions very much apropos of today’s society. Surely 
there is no more urgent need than for strong, moral, 
enduring and loving families to cure the world’s ills. 
Selfishly turning our backs on these forebears of ours at 
the expense of family does not make us better people.


