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Morrow Wins SGA Election, Olsowski To Remain VP
By Katie Beeman
Decree Staff Writer

Isaiah Morrow was elected as the 2014-
2015 SGA president in late March, beating 
the former vice president in a close race. 

Morrow got 121 votes to Sarah 
Olsowski’s 104 in one of the highest 
turnouts in recent years, according to 
SGA advisor Adia Cuthbertson.

  A junior, Morrow is a member of 
the football team as well as a 
resident advisor.

“When I first found out I had 
won,” he said, “I was excited for what 
was to come and thankful for the 
opportunity that I’ve been given.”

As president, Morrow said one of 
his main objectives is to strengthen 
the college’s relationship with the city 
of Rocky Mount. He plans to create 
a personal and business relationship 
with city council members. 

Another goal is to improve 
security. “I want to get it to the 
point where all students feel 
safe on campus,” said Morrow. 
Among his other plans, Morrow 
intends to improve the relation-
ship between students and the 
new president, help enhance 
the food service offerings, raise 
SGA’s profile on campus “to 
give students more of a voice,” 
improve student entertainment programs, 
and revive school spirit by having students 
participate in more campus activities.  

Freshman Neryezza Calo has been 
impressed by Morrow, calling him very 
personable. Prior to the election, she said, 
“He sat down and talked with me. He was 
handing out petitions to the students and 
seeing him do that showed me that he really 
cared about what students wanted.”  

Olsowski stated that she felt it was a 
good election. “Over 200 students voted by 

paper ballot, which is excellent,” she said.
Morrow praised his opponent, an honors 

student and member of the soccer team, 

who was SGA vice president as a sopho-
more. “She put on an excellent campaign,” 
he said, adding, “I feel for Sarah.”

Jacob Wilson, a freshman, ran unop-
posed as a candidate for vice president, 
but resigned his position after the election. 
Contacted by The Decree, Wilson declined 
to provide a reason for his resignation.

About a week later, Morrow then 
appointed Olsowski the new vice 
president. “She’s very intelligent 
and full of ideas,” Morrow said. 
“She’s a very qualified person for 
the position, and I look forward to 
working closely with her during 
this upcoming school year.”

Olsowski stated that as vice 
president she will remain a 
strong advocate for the students. 
Besides working to improve 
food services and housing, she 
said she will continue to push for 
a recycling program on campus.

The election began on Monday, 
March 24, and continued until Thurs-
day, with the winners announced 
on Friday. Students were given the 
option of voting by email or paper 
ballot in the school cafeteria, but the 
online process was discontinued on 
Monday following technical glitches.

 Within hours, an email was 
sent to alert students of the problem. All 
online votes were discarded and all students 
were urged to vote by paper ballot.

Both candidates were disappointed by the 
problems. “I was a little upset about the techni-
cal difficulties that did occur during the voting,” 
said Morrow. “I was glad that it happened 
within the first hour or two, when there weren’t 
as many students who had already voted.”

Olsowski said she was let down by the 
online polls. “I felt like it hurt me because I think 
I reached a lot of ASPIRE students,” she said.

Katherine Crickmore, a commuter 
student in the day program, wishes that 
the online voting had worked. “I have 

classes through lunch and I don’t live 
on campus, so I’m not here during din-
ner.”  Crickmore stated that the online 
voting would have been convenient for 
commuter students.

The election came a week after a candidate 
debate. Gathering on the night of March 19 
in Minges Auditorium, the two presidential 
hopefuls took part in a question-and-answer 

session, with about 50 students in attendance.
Asked to identify the biggest problem 

on campus, Olsowski mentioned the food 
services, while Morrow pointed to campus 
security. “As an RA, I deal with lots of 
problems, and security still doesn’t respond 
quickly enough,” he said, noting that he 
wants to see the college add more light-
ing as well as a second courtesy police 
officer on the north side of campus. 
“Incoming students need to feel safe,” 
said Morrow. “This is something that af-
fects their decision about coming here.”

At the forum, students asked about 
Wesleyan’s drinking policy. Many would 

like to see the college permit drinking 
for students 21 and older, but the two 
candidates agreed that the college should 
remain a dry campus, pointing to its 
history as a Methodist-affiliated school.  

Junior Dillon Becker felt that the debate 
was won by Olsowski. “She seemed 
to know the issues more and she was 
confident in her responses. Isaiah seemed 
more nervous,” said Becker.  

The 2014-2015 SGA executive board 
will consist of Morrow, Olsowski, 
treasurer Deontae’ Swain, and secretary 
Kelly Cranick. Swain, last year’s 
treasurer, and Cranick ran unopposed.

SGA Vice President Sarah Olsowski     SI photo

President Jim Gray Says 
Farewell after Five Years
By Katherine Crickmore
Senior Staff Writer

President James Gray stated that his time 
as Wesleyan’s president had been rewarding, 
but also the “most challenging I’ve ever had.”

Retiring after five years at the helm, the 
president stated that the very definition 
of the job presented trials, as there are so 
many needs and much of the work must 
be juggled with other responsibilities.  

When he accepted the job as Wesleyan’s 
president, Gray said that he was aware there 
would be challenges. “I knew that there were 
challenges with fundraising, enrollment and 
other issues,” Gray said. “But I like challenges.” 

In fact, Gray revealed that he left his 
job as associate dean for external affairs 
at UNC’s Kenna-Flagler Business School 
for just such a challenge––leading an 
institution like Wesleyan towards a better 
place. Gray stressed that the situation at 
Wesleyan five years ago was not “dire,” but 
something definitely had to be done to lead 
the school in a more profitable direction. 

Despite the frustrations of the job, Gray 
said his work has been highly rewarding, par-
ticularly the relationships that were built with 
the traditional students. “I’ll miss the students 
the most,” he said. He also mentioned that his 
wife, Beth Gray, or “Mama Prez,” enjoyed 
that aspect of the job as well. “This is the first 
job that we’ve shared,” President Gray said. 
“She’s been involved with everything.”

Dean Randy Williams acknowledged 
that Gray had a special relationship with 
the students of Wesleyan. “Since his arrival, 
President Gray has been accessible to every-
one, always willing to give of his time to hear 
the many people vying for his attention,” Dr. 
Williams said. “He is a ‘students’ President,’ 
meaning that he took advantage of every 
opportunity to engage with students. Whether 
in the Blue & Gold Cafeteria, in the student 
sections at athletic events, or in the hallway 
of Braswell, President Gray made it a priority 
to listen to the students. I admire that quality, 
and so do the students.”

Zach Seitter, a senior, wished President 
Gray well in his future endeavors and 
senior Danyelle Rube said she will miss his 
presence on campus. “We’ll miss him as 
a figurehead,” she said. “As an athlete, I’ll 
miss him. He supported a lot of our games.” 

Gray admitted that there have been 
struggles over the years. The president stated 
that the hardest part of his job has been trying 
to increase traditional student enrollment by “a 
double-digit percentage” every year. With the 
help of staff and administrators, Gray said he 

has stopped a previous decline of enroll-
ment. He noted that the college, in fact, has 
seen an enrollment increase in recent years, 
including a 16-percent rise two years ago, 
and a 6-percent hike last year. 

Gray said that the trouble with enrollment 
is that there has been a decrease in interest 
among high school graduates who want to go 
to traditional four-year colleges. “There are so 
many options available now,” Gray explained. 
“There’s community college, online classes, 
and courses like our ASPIRE program.” 

Gray said that every school like Wesleyan 
has experienced problems with enrollment 
in recent years, and others have not been as 
fortunate as Wesleyan. “Hopefully,” he said, 
“this year will be another good year, with 
enrollment continuing to go up.”

Increased enrollment was just one 
of several accomplishments Gray cited 
with pride. He said that others include: 
• the establishment of the Eastern North Caro-
lina Center for Business and Entrepreneurship, 
which is set to break ground in August  
• a better relationship with the Student 
Government Association  
• an increased graduation rate from 18 
percent in 2009 to 33 percent this past year  
• closer ties with the city of Rocky Mount  
• campus improvements that included 
the renovation of Nash and Edgecombe

see FAREWELL pg 4

Men’s Tennis Team Wins Sixth 
Title, as NCWC Women Rebuild
By Decree Sports Staff

The men’s tennis team won its sixth 
straight USA-South Conference title, beating 
rival Methodist University, 6-3, at the Slick 
Family Foundation Tennis Center on April 13.

The tournament victory capped a perfect 
run in the conference as the Bishops posted 
a 9-0 record, with eight shutouts. The only 
close regular season match was a 5-4 win 
at Methodist on March 11. The Bishops 
fared far worse against non-conference 
opponents, winning only 3 of 11 matches.

In the conference title match, the Bishops 
took a 2-1 lead in doubles play, with the duos 
of Elias Kerem/Eduardo Ugalde and Philipp 
Vylegzhanin/Ben Tolhurst earning 8-2 and 
8-4 victories at the #2 and #3 seeds. Methodist 
avoided the sweep with a 7-5 tiebreak win at #1.

In singles action, 2nd-seeded Kerem 
and 6th-seeded Vylegzhanin sandwiched 
straight-set victories around a Monarch win 

at #5 to give Wesleyan a 4-2 lead, while 
an MU victory at #1 made the score 4-3. 
Needing just one point to secure the title, the 
match would come down to Peter Hviid and 
Ugalde's three-setters at the #3 and #4 seeds. 

After dropping their opening sets, both 
players battled back for wins in the second, 
Ugalde's coming by a 6-4 tally and Hviid's by 
a 7-5 score. Ugalde then raced to a 3-0 lead in 
the third set and held serve the rest of the way 
to clinch the match. Hviid went on to earn a 7-5 
win in his final set to secure the 6-3 team vic-
tory, Wesleyan’s 55th straight over USA South 
opponents dating back to the 2009 season.

First-year Coach Andres Amores was 
interviewed after the conference finals 
about the men’s prospects in NCAAs and 
the rebuilding of the women’s team, which 
finished 3-9 on the year. The women were 
often forced to forfeit two or more sets at each 
match, because Wesleyan fielded only four or 
five of the required six team members.

Q. The men’s team sailed through the confer-
ence again—though Methodist gave you two 
tough matches. What will it take for the Bishops 
to advance far into the NCAA tournament?

A. It will depend mostly on two things: 
how prepared we are, and how mentally tough 
we can stay during play. We’ve come a long 
way during our season, and we’ve played very 
tough teams, but those matches have made us 
realize what it takes to perform at that level, 
and how to handle tough matches. I think the 
preparation is there, so all we have to do is go 
out there and play tough, and realize that we 
have nothing to lose against those teams that 
have high national rankings.

In the NCAA tournament, and in any 
tournament, the key is being efficient 
and aggressive in doubles. Being up 
3-0 in doubles, or even 2-1, can be a big 
momentum changer for our players, which 
will give them more confidence throughout 
their singles matches. We’ve proven success 
against other strong doubles teams in the 
nation, so I’m confident that we’ll go out 
there and play aggressive doubles, and if we 

See TENNIS pg 4

NCWC Faculty Votes 
‘No Confidence’  
In Board of Trustees
By Jonathan Winchester
& Decree Staff

North Carolina Wesleyan faculty voted 
“no confidence” in the college’s Board of 
Trustees, due to concerns that range from the 
process used to select the incoming president, 
to the board’s treatment of the student govern-
ment president at a February board meeting.

Taken at a special faculty meeting on 
April 23, the vote was 25 in favor and 11 op-
posed. Of the 49 full-time faculty members, 
13 were not present at the time of the vote.

In his response, Will Lassiter, the new 
board chairman, focused on the selection 
of Wesleyan alum and former board chair 
Dewey Clark as the successor to James Gray.

While stating the board “appreciates the 
difference of opinion with faculty council” 
and that an “academic environment should 
encourage diversity of thought and ideas,” 
he said the board disagrees with the faculty’s 
views on Clark’s selection. He argued that 
a search committee was formed to include 
board members, faculty, staff, student body 
and community. “Once the process began, a 
strong candidate emerged and he was recom-
mended by the search committee to the full 
board of trustees,” Lassister said. “The board 
discussed the unusual process and in the end 
determined that Dr. Dewey Clark, a graduate 
of NCWC and at that time chairman of the 
board, was in fact a very strong candidate.”

Referring to the board’s statement, Dr. 
George Whitwell, chair of faculty council, 
pointed out that the disagreement is not just with 
the faculty council, but the faculty as a whole. 

In a statement released after the 
no-confidence vote, the faculty said that the 
college had gone against “traditional hiring 
processes” and failed to conduct a national 
search for the next president. Such a search 
would have allowed Wesleyan to consider 
women and minorities, among other qualified 
candidates, the statement said. Many faculty 
members have asserted that Clark, a former 
executive at Rocky Mount-based MBM 
Corporation, lacks the proper background and 
credentials to be a college president.

The faculty statement said that the process 
used to appoint Clark as the next president 
“was not professional, collegial, or in the best 
interests of the college.” Faculty members 
expressed concern that the selection process 
and other moves made by the college may 
invite increased scrutiny, and perhaps sanc-
tions, from its accreditation body, SACS.

Besides the presidential search, faculty 
members have criticized the board’s treatment 
of SGA President Chelsea Laurens. Appearing 
at the February board meeting, Laurens 
presented a petition signed by 251 students. 
SGA was seeking a role for the student body in 
the selection of the new dean of students, after 
Dr. Randy Williams announced, in January, 
that he would leave the college following the 
school year for a position at Elon University.

Laurens faced sharp criticism from 
individual board members while giving her 
presentation, prompting the faculty to rise 
to her defense. “Instead of acting in the best 
interests of the college,” the faculty state-
ment said, board members “berated and 
threatened the students’ elected representa-
tive when she tried to present the petition.”

Contacted by The Decree last week, Lassiter 
addressed the board’s response to the SGA petition.

In an email, he called it “unfortu-
nate” if board member comments were 
“perceived by Chelsea as hurtful,” 

SEE TRUSTEES pg 4
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Issue In-Focus One: Religious Life at Wesleyan
Question: NC Wesleyan is affiliated with the Methodist Church. As a student, would you like to see the college become more focused on 
religion—i.e., with mandatory weekly church services, and more religious icons such as the wooden crucifix that’s sometimes displayed on 
campus? Or, do you think the college should be less focused on religion than it is at the present time? Or, do you like the status quo?

Jonathan Winchester
NCWC does not need to be more 

Christian than it already is. The school 
needs to maintain certain clubs or 
programs that allow those who do 
practice Christianity to have functions 
and gatherings on campus, but there’s no 
need to go any further. The school may 
be Methodist affiliated, but there’s no 
stipulation that says students have to be 
Methodist to attend. As a matter of fact, 
being Christian exclusive runs the risk of 
turning away some prospective students, 
perhaps of different faiths or agnostic, and 
limiting the school’s potential to expand. 
Unfortunately, everything is always about 
money, and losing out on those thousands 
of dollars would be catastrophic for a 
school as small as Wesleyan. Let’s just 
keep the heathens.  

KeCharna White
As a student, I think that the college 

strikes the right balance. Although NCWC 
is a Methodist college, when students 
are being motivated to come here, their 
religious background isn’t an issue or taken 
into account. NCWC is diverse in terms 
of race and religious views, which is why 
students enjoy it here. Making NCWC a 
more religious college will take away from 
the diversity and force people who aren’t 
religious to focus on religion. While I do 
come from a Christian background, I think 
that it wouldn’t be fair to those who aren’t. 
On the other hand, there should be more 
weekly church services, as long as they’re 
not mandatory. The freedom of religion on 
campus adds to the culture here. 

Shenika Harper
I think the campus has enough accom-

modations for students who truly practice 
religion. I believe in God, but I also respect 
the views from others that do not. Part of 
being in college is getting to know people 
from different backgrounds, who may have a 
different outlook on life.  I feel that by enforc-
ing religious sacraments or visuals on the 
campus, the college would drive away some 
potential students. I’m a Christian but I do not 
walk around quoting parts of the Bible, so I 
don’t agree with my college forcing others to 
think a certain way. Freedom of speech and 
liberty is something that the college should 
continue to provide.

Amanda Gauthier
Even though Wesleyan is affiliated 

with the Methodist Church, I do not think 
that it should have a heavy focus on reli-
gion. I believe that some students forget 
that Wesleyan has a religious affiliation 
because it’s not seen on campus. I like 
the fact that on campus we have multiple 
Bible study groups such as Refuge, 
Bridge and FCA (Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes), with each meeting on different 
days of the week. I think Wesleyan could 
expand its religious focus, but keep in 
mind not to overpower the other aspects 
of campus. I would like there to be 

church services for students who wish to 
worship, but cannot get off campus to go 
to church. I think Wesleyan can find the 
right balance so religion is seen more, 
but is not an overwhelming factor.

Katherine Crickmore
Wesleyan has reached a happy medium 

as far as religion on campus. The school 
is loosely affiliated with the Methodist 
church and that loose relationship has 
benefitted the school more than a tighter 
or non-existent one would. As it is, there 
are several religious organizations on 
campus and students feel free to choose 
to participate or not. And they feel free 
to practice the religions of their choice. 
If the college became more focused 
on religion, there could be a chance of 
students feeling forced to participate, 
and that may breed resentment, as well 
as turn off prospective students. On the 
other hand, if the school were less religion 
oriented, students may feel deprived of 
the opportunity to practice their faith. 
Additionally, the school could lose some 
of the positive influence that the church 
has provided in past years. There is a 

definite balance that the school has upheld 
regarding religion on campus and it has 
been working fine.  

Tyler Clark
Being affiliated with the Methodist 

Church poses an interesting situation 
for Wesleyan, as it is by definition a 
religious school. However, in this time 
of religious freedom, it causes some to 
question the amount of religion that is 
imposed on students. I do not believe 
that there should be a mandatory church 
service for students, but I think it would 
be good to offer a church service for 
students on a weekly basis. Even though 
I’m not the most religious person, I do 
feel that the college could use a little 
more in the way of religious icons or 
decorations to show that the college is, 
in fact, a Christian school. Right now I 
believe the school has struck a decent 
balance, though it may be leaning too 
much on the side of caution, instead of 
focusing on the school’s affiliation.  

Daniel Carroll
I do not think the college needs to 

have mandatory weekly church services 

because some students would not take it 
seriously and probably be disrespectful. 
The college could have weekly chapel 
services, set for a time when there are no 
classes. That way, students, faculty and 
staff could all attend. The college has 
three known groups that meet weekly: 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Refuge, 
and Bridge. FCA meets every Monday 
night from 7:30-9 p.m., while Refuge 
meets every Tuesday at 6 p.m. and Bridge 
meets every Thursday at 8 p.m. So, I think 
the school has a lot to offer in terms of 
religious life.  I’m a part of FCA myself 
and the people who run it are always there 
to lend a helping hand. They’re just a great 
couple that love the students here and love 
sharing the word of God.  

Emily Bower
As a Methodist college, Wesleyan 

should host weekly church services and 
holiday events to honor the heritage on 
which the school was founded. However, 
it should NOT be mandatory for students 
to attend these events. We have students 
from a variety of different backgrounds, 
and many of these students are from 

foreign countries. If the school were 
to enforce mandatory religious events, 
we could lose the diversity that makes 
this small campus so great. Wesleyan 
should honor our Methodist foundation, 
but services and events––while open to 
everyone––should be optional. 

Katie Beeman
Even if you go to a college that is 

affiliated with a certain denomination, 
religion should always be a personal 
choice. Most students do not come to a 
college because of its ties to a church, 
but to get an education. I don’t believe 
that attending religious services should 
ever be required. If the college wishes, it 
should promote more of the on-campus 
religious activities like Refuge or the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes. We 
have a chapel on campus, which is a sign 
of religion in itself. But I don’t believe 
that the college should try to put lots of 
religious symbols across campus. It’s fine 
to keep the outdoor chapel (in the wooden 
area east of Braswell) or a large wooden 
cross, but they should not be the focus of 
the college. It should always be education.

Issue In-Focus Two: Students on Being Informed (or Not)
Editor’s Note: Before answering the following question, nine journalism students were given a pop quiz on current events (The quiz and answers can be found at the bottom of the page). 

Of the nine students, one scored in double figures with a 17. Other scores included 9 (one student), 8 (one), 5 (one), 4 (two) and 3 (three). The average score was 6.2, while the median was 4.

Question: Dr. Andrew Stern, assistant professor of religious studies, hung a whiteboard in the Braswell hallway after 
noticing that many of his students were unaware of the day’s news, whether it’s local happenings or international 
events. Do you agree that most NC Wesleyan students are not sufficiently informed? If so, what’s the reason for this?

Katie Beeman
I do believe that Wesleyan students are 

not sufficiently informed about today’s 
current events. I believe that part of this is 
due either to busy schedules or just overall 
lack of interest. Most students don’t have 
time to sit and watch the news or read 
news articles during the week. Classes run 
from 8 a.m. to late in the afternoon; then 
it’s dinner and homework. Students cram 
so much into their week, especially if they 
participate in other activities on campus 
like sports or clubs; there’s hardly room 
for much else. Other students just may not 
care what’s going on in the world. They 
may just not understand the importance of 
current events.  I think the college should 
expose students to news much like Dr. 
Stern has been doing. We have emails 
that come to us daily that could provide 
headlines just like Dr. Stern’s whiteboard.  

Emily Bower
Many students are not informed about 

newsworthy events because they’re sim-
ply involved in other things, whether it be 
clubs, sports or plays. Students are either 
too busy with school work to worry about 
events not related to their academics, or 
would rather plug into a video game or 
movie than watch the news. So much 
of what we see reported on television 
is negative, and students need to escape 
stressors during their free time, not add to 
them. Nationwide colleges are somewhat 
encapsulated––what happens outside the 

campus is not an immediate threat or 
worry. However, more and more tragic 
events have been occurring on school 
properties, raising the need for political 
and cultural awareness from all students. 

Daniel Carroll
I do agree that most students are not 

that informed of the news, but at the 
same time I think it’s a choice to not be as 
informed. Students have a TV and they 
can easily watch the news, but I think a lot 
of the students don’t watch because it’s so 
depressing. Every day someone has died 
or there is some kind of catastrophe. The 
news shows some good things that happen, 
but 90 percent of the news is something 
that has gone wrong. Students choose not 
to be informed because, as long as things 
are good with them, then life is good.

Tyler Clark
Current events and news are no longer 

the main interest for students of NC Wes-
leyan. This generation finds newspapers 
and television news less interesting, when 
they can be entertained by their friends via 
Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram, and at 
all times by their phones. Most of the time 
when I receive news, it’s from following a 
certain source on Twitter posting a link, or 
a less serious news show like “The Daily 
Show” or “The Colbert Report” that makes 
current events comedic through satire and 
other jokes. And with all of the TV stations 
now in existence, once-dominant networks 
like CBS, NBC, and ABC face competition 

from the reality shows that seem to domi-
nate cable and other networks. Newspaper 
readership has been dwindling as well. 

Katherine Crickmore
I’d agree that most Wesleyan students 

are not sufficiently informed about current 
events. There are several reasons as to 
why this situation persists throughout the 
student body, one of which is the college 
campus environment. Especially at a small 
college, the campus may sometimes act 
as a miniature world that sucks up all the 
time and energy of residential students. 
Coupled with the fact that students may 
not possess individual televisions or 
computers in their rooms, this could lead 
to the majority of the student body living 
largely uninformed with what goes on 
outside their campus. There’s also the pos-
sibility that students are more concerned 
with grades and deadlines than, say, local 
politics, during the bulk of the year.  

Amanda Gauthier
I feel that numerous students on 

Wesleyan’s campus are not informed about 
current events. I think that one of the reasons 
for this is that some students do not have 
access to news stories. For example, some 
students do not have a television in their 
rooms. I also think that most students don’t 
have time to focus on the news because the 
majority of her time is occupied by class 
work, projects, work, sleep and time with 
friends. I’m glad that Dr. Stern has set up 
the board to keep students informed and 

connected with the world. There have been 
a handful of times that I have stopped to 
read the news of the world.

Shenika Harper
As a student, I agree that we lack 

knowledge of what’s happening in our 
daily news. Many students don’t respond 
to media unless it has something to do with 
pop culture or drama. I’ve stopped watch-
ing the news because there are so many bad 
things happening on a daily basis. Every 
time I turn on the television, someone has 
died, or people are complaining about 
some crisis related to implementation 
of Obamacare. I tend to stay away from 
politics because there’s so much decep-
tion and schemes intertwined with it. In 
addition, the economy is in shambles and 
there seem to be no solutions to fix it. Older 
people are losing jobs and reliance on 
Welfare has increased. We can only blame 
ourselves for being out of the loop about 
what is happening with our world. But with 
all this negativity, who can blame us?

KeCharna White
It was a good idea for Dr. Stern to 

put up a white board in the Braswell 
hallway because I agree that students are 
not informed. I do think that the board 
is helpful and provides students with 
knowledge on what’s happening with our 
country as well as our relationship with 
other countries. I’ve also noticed that Dr. 
Stern posts “What happened on this day,” 
providing interesting facts about history. 
I agree that students aren’t sufficiently 
informed and that’s partly because we’re 
focused on what’s going on around us. It 
may not be until we go home that we’re 
in tune with what’s going on in the world. 
Some students may not feel inclined to 
know what’s happening in the world until 
they have a break and go home.

Jonathan Winchester
NCWC students are woefully 

uninformed of current events. Regard-
less of whether these events take place 
in the school parking lot or Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia, students have no clue what’s 
happening. The reason for this is the lack 
of concern for the outside world among 
young people. Parents and teachers tell 
young students they’re all special from 
a really early age, and that entitlement 
becomes ingrained in the attitudes and 
actions thereafter. Hardly anything else 
matters but the self. So, why should 
someone care about the annexation 
of Crimea if it does not directly affect 
them? The short answer is it could be 
them someday, and military activity 
under a cloud of uncertain foreign ten-
sions will certainly interrupt the barrage 
of tweets, hashtags, and selfies. 

Current Events Quiz Administered April 1-3
01—What’s the proper name of the health care law known  
 as “Obamacare?”
02––Who is the leader of Syria?
03––Name three members of the U.S. Supreme Court?
04––Hillary Clinton is widely considered the front runner  
 for the Democratic nomination for president in 2016.  
 Name two leading candidates on the GOP side?
05––Who is Kanye West’s wife?
06––Two weeks ago, Charlotte Mayor Patrick Cannon was 
 in the news. Why?
07––Who is the U.S. Secretary of State?
08––Identify the two Palestinian territories?
09––Flight 370 has been missing for more than three weeks.  
 Where did the flight originate?
10––What NBA team will defend its title when the playoffs  
 begin in a few weeks?
11––Russia has annexed what part of Ukraine?

12––Sometime in the past, the Exxon Valdez oil tanker ran  
 aground, causing an environmental catastrophe.
 When did this happen (be within 3 years)?
13––The new pope is from what continent?
14––As of Monday, 21 have been reported dead as a result  
 of an incident in Washington state. What event
 caused the deaths?
15––What popular cable TV show won last year’s Emmy  
 Award for top drama?
16––Who is the U.S. Secretary of Defense?
17––Name one of the U.S. senators from your home state?
18––Climate change (aka, global warming) is true or false?
19––What U.S. automaker was just forced to recall millions  
 of its vehicles?
20––What biblical figure is the lead character in this week’s  
 top-grossing U.S. film?

ANSWERS: 1. Affordable Care Act 2. Bashar al-Assad 3. John Roberts, Samuel Alito, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, et al 4. Rand Paul and 
Chris Christie, among others 5. Kim Kardashian 6. He resigned following charges that he accepted bribes 7. John Kerry 8. Gaza 
Strip and West Bank 9. Malaysia 10. Miami Heat 11. Crimea 12. 1989 13. South America (Argentina) 14. A massive mud slide 15. 
“Breaking Bad” 16. Chuck Hagel 17. NC: Richard Burr or Kay Hagan 18. True* 19. General Motors 20. Noah

*The Decree faculty advisor believes climate change to be settled science, but accepted either answer. Three students 
answered “false.”



North Carolina Wesleyan College, Rocky Mount, North Carolina 27804 3May 9, 2014

SPORTS

Chris Freeman placed second 

in the USA-South Conference 

tournament.  SI photo

Basketball swept the male and female Athlete of the Year awards, with 

Tiffany Bell and Josh Morrison taking home the honors. The two are 

shown here with NCWC Athletic Director John Thompson.             SI photo

NCWC Golfers Impress at Lejeune, Finish 5th in Conference Tourney
Wesleyan’s up-and-coming golf 

program finished fifth in the competitive 
nine-team USA South Conference 
tournament in mid-April, two weeks after 
an impressive showing at Camp Lejeune.

In the conference tourney, senior Chris 
Freeman led the way with a three-day total 
of 223 (7 over par), placing him second 
among the 45 competitors. He was fol-
lowed by teammates Allen-Michael Wilson 
(236, tied for 16th), Lucas Norman (240, 
T-21st), Stephen Bardswick (247, T-30th) 
and Tommy Nakamura (250, T-35th).

The Bishops hosted the tournament 
for the second consecutive year at Ben-
venue Country Club. The 6,605-yard 
course was damp from recent rains and 
most fairways were still brown from 
the colder than usual winter and spring. 

Wesleyan team members reported that 
the multi-tiered, undulating greens were 
slick, as usual, and that pin positions tested 
the golfers’ ability to manage the course. Ap-
proach shots had to be placed in just the right 
spots on the green if a player hoped to make 
birdie or even two-putt for par. During the 
weekend, four-putts were not uncommon.

“It’s always difficult to play well on a 
course like Benvenue if you’re not placing 
the ball in the right spots,” Freeman said.

He finished two strokes behind 
LaGrange’s Cory Howard. “I was happy I 
finished well in a strong field of players,” 
Freeman said, “but it was hard knowing 
how close I was to winning.  It’s been a 
while since I’ve been in contention like that, 
and it was great to have that feeling again.”

Making his final appearance as a 
Bishop, Freeman dedicated the tourna-
ment to his parents. He related that his 
father, “a huge influence in my life,” died 
in 2012. He was gratified that his mother, 
Lynne, was in the gallery all three days. 
“My mother works two jobs so I can go 
to school and play golf, and it's hard for 
her to get off of work,” Freeman said. 
“I hit some good shots throughout the 
tournament, but none of that mattered as 
much as it did to have my mother there. 
It was because of her that I was even 
able to play on the golf team this year.”  

Freeman opened with a 73 on Fri-
day, followed by rounds of 76 and 74. 
“The way I played the first day gave 
me the confidence I needed to play the 
next two rounds,” he said, adding that 
his course-management skills passed 
the test. “That kept me in contention 
all three days,” he said. “I tried to limit 
my mistakes, and play only shots I 
knew I could pull off. Playing a course 

like this can easily drain you mentally, 
but I knew if I lost focus, then I would 
start making mistakes.”

Wesleyan’s number two player, Norman 
(83-80-77), was not as successful in 
managing the course. He saw his scores rise 
due to his inability to play “positional golf.” 
A junior from Sweden, Normal said that he 
putted well—“better than during the rest of 
the season”—but that his driving and iron 
play “weren’t good enough.” Like Freeman, 
he identified the fast, sloping greens as the 
main challenge at Benvenue. “You had to 
place the ball on every green,” Norman said. 
“If you had a down-hill putt, it wasn’t going 
to stop. Many ran right off the green. The 
greens were really fast, like putting on glass.”

It did not help Norman that he likes to 
spin the ball on his approach shots. On 
day two, he recalled, his approach landed 
pin-high on the two-tiered 18th green 
before it spun back to the front, leaving 
him with a 60-foot putt.

Wilson, the team’s number three, 
finished his Wesleyan career on a posi-
tive note, shooting a final- round 74.

Despite hitting the ball well, Wilson 
got off to a slow start on Friday, shoot-
ing an 80. A key stretch occurred on 
holes 11-13. On the par-four 11th, he 
hit his tee shot into the woods. “Instead 
of punching the ball into the fairway 
and taking a bogey,” he said, “I went 
for an almost-impossible shot.” His 
second shot remained in the woods and 
he finished the hole with a triple-bogey 
seven. After a birdie on the 12 hole, 
Wilson three-putted the par-three 13th 
for a double-bogey.

Then the Nash County native found 
himself in trouble again on the 18th 
hole. After hooking his drive into the 
woods on the left, he tried to punch 

the ball into the fairway, but his shot 
traveled into the pond that fronts the 
green. He made a six on the hole.

On Saturday, he struggled with his put-
ting, racking up four 3-putts en route to an 
82. After the round, he said that he took 
too many chances on his approach shots. 
Twice, Wilson went for the pin, only to 
watch his iron shot roll over the green.

On Sunday, he played a smarter 
brand of golf, he said. “I stuck to my 
game plan and it all came together.”

In late March, the Bishops traveled 
to Camp Lejeune for the annual 
Marine FCU Intercollegiate tourney.
Led by Norman (77-69), the Bishops 
finished 8th in a 32-team field that 
drew competitors from as far away as 
Indiana and Nebraska.

Rival Methodist University (ranked 
7th in the nation) finished tied for 
second with a  team total of 9 over par, 
but the Bishops (+23) beat all the other 
USA-South Conference teams, which 
included a strong Greensboro team 
(9th-place), as well as Averett (11th) 
and Ferrum (14th). “We were pretty 
pumped,” fourth-year Coach Gregg 
Ripke said. “This showed all of us 
what we can achieve.”

Nakamura shot rounds of 74-74 to 
finish second among the Bishops and in 
a tie for 42nd spot overall. Ripke said 
that the sophomore has shown dramatic 
improvement over his fall season, when 
he was left off the roster for three of the 
team’s four tournaments.

Ripke said he’s encouraged Nakamura 
to make adjustments in his fundamental 
positioning. “We’ve worked on his line-up 
relative to target line,” said Ripke, who 
added that the Maryland native has focused 
on his mental approach as well. “Tommy 
gets real down on himself when he has 
a few bad holes in a row, and I've been 
talking to him regarding ‘staying with the 
process’ and not focusing on the bad holes.”

In recent months, Ripke said, Naka-
mura shot some of his lowest scores in 
competition, as well as a career-low 70 
at Wesleyan’s home course, Belmont 
Lake.

Bardswick (76-73) and Freeman (73-
76) were one stroke behind Nakamura 
in 47th place, while Wilson finished in a 
tie for 99th with scores of 82 and 75.

Norman, Bardswick, Nakamura and 
freshman Matthew May will form the core 
of next year’s team. Wilson, a May gradu-
ate, leaves after four years of consistent 
ball striking and scoring. Reporting on 
recruitment, Ripke said that he’s received 

verbal commitments from five high school 
seniors—all with scoring averages in the 
70s––including one recruit from Michigan 
and one from England.

Ripke praised Wilson and observed 
that his value to the team extended 
beyond steady play. He said Wilson has 
been instrumental in influencing many of 
Ripke’s recruits, in particular his former 
high school teammates from Southern 
Nash, to come to Wesleyan. The coach 
said that his team captain will be hard to 
replace. “Allen-Michael has always been 
dependable, respectful, and coachable,” 
Ripke said. “He’s been a hard worker at his 
game and academics. The guys love him.”

Wilson said this year’s team was his 
favorite. “We really bonded more,” he 

said. “This has been the best season in 
the four years I’ve been here. When we 
all played well, we could compete with 
every team in the country.”

Freeman’s Wesleyan career ends af-
ter one year, as the former Wake-Tech 
golfer has used all of his collegiate 
eligibility. Ripke said Freeman was 
an important contributor to the team’s 
success in 2013-2014. Besides the 
team’s strong showing at Lejeune, the 
Bishops took first place as host of the 
annual Don Scalf tournament and won 
two other events.

“Chris brought collegiate golf 
experience,” Ripke said, adding that he 
pushed his teammates to excel, while 
“providing scoring leadership for us.”

Ferrum Eliminates Softball Team in Conference Tourney
Wesleyan’s softball team saw its 2014 

season end April 12 at the USA-South 
Conference tournament in Rocky 
Mount, losing to 4th seeded Ferrum, 8-0.

The Bishops finished with a winning record, 
12-10, in the conference, 18-19 overall.

In Friday’s tourney opener, the 7th-seeded 
Bishops managed just one hit in a 7-0 loss 
to 2nd-seeded Huntingdon. But the team 
rebounded that afternoon to post a 7-1 victory 
over 3rd-seeded Averett in the second round.

Wesleyan scored its first runs in the third 
inning, loading the bases on back-to-back 

singles by seniors Jessica Hodges and Carly 
Creef, followed by a hit-batsman. Three 
consecutive wild pitches each brought in runs 
for a 3-0 Bishop lead. 

Wesleyan went on to make it 7-0 with 
four more runs in their next at-bat, as Brittni 
Jones, Kendra Hoes and Paige Pritchett each 
collected RBIs. It was more than enough 
for sophomore hurler Jasmine Edgren (8-8), 
who allowed just one run on six hits over 
seven innings. Pritchett went 2-for-3 and 
Creef 2-for-4 to pace the offense. 

Next up for Bishops was Ferrum College on 

Baseball Team Finishes 
Strong, Climbs to Sixth
By Decree Staff

The Bishops baseball team came on 
strong in the last month, but was unable 
to overcome a lethargic start.

Wesleyan placed sixth in what’s now 
an 11-team USA-South Conference, 
with three of the newcomers—Cov-
enant (1st), Huntingdon (3rd) and 
Piedmont (4th) finishing ahead of the 
Bishops. By virtue of its 19-8 record 
(26-13 overall), Covenant, a small 
college in northern Georgia, took the 
conference title.

Before the season, USA-South 
coaches voted against holding an 
end-of-the-season tournament, as had 
been the case for years. Now that the 
conference has expanded to 11 teams, 
such a tourney would have played 
havoc with the schedule.

“The coaches were given a choice 
on the tournament,” said Wesleyan’s 
Charlie Long, the 2013 conference 
coach of the year. “We could start 
conference play and our opening 
games on the first weekend in Febru-
ary and hold the tourney (in April), 
or begin later in the month, allowing 
us to play other games before we 
started league play, and forgo the 
tourney. We chose the first option.”

The Bishops lost 10 of their first 
12 games, as well as 9 of their first 
11 conference match-ups. Among 
the losses were back-to-back 
sweeps at the hands of Covenant 
and Huntingdon.

Long said the Bishops struggled 
to find a set lineup early in the 
season. “Guys were in and out 
of the lineup and felt pressure to 
perform,” he explained.

But the coach was pleased with 
his team’s resilience. The Bishops 
took two of three games in consecu-
tive series against Averett, Piedmont, 
Methodist and Maryville, with the 
final conference win over the Scots 
at Five County Stadium, home of the 
Carolina Mudcats.

“We pitched much better in the 
last six weekends and played much 
better defensively,” Long said. 
“We found a set lineup and the bats 
began to come alive.”

Long said he hopes the late-season 
momentum carries into next season. 
“I’m excited that our lineup will be 
basically the same from the beginning 
next season,” he said.

Two freshmen, Kani Upshur 
and Luis Palencia, established 
themselves as everyday outfielders. 
In fact, Palencia, a second-team 
all-conference performer, led the 
team in batting average (.373), hits 
(50), runs scored (35), and stolen 
bases (23). His 17 RBIs was second 
highest on the team.

Other returners will include 
sophomore shortstop-pitcher Ciro 
Norzaragay, (.331 BA and a team-
high 5 homers and 24 RBIs), who 
joined Palencia on the USA-South 
second team. Junior first baseman J. J. 
Rodriguez (.342, 1 HR, 16 RBIs) will 
be back, as will sophomores Lee Dunn 
(.271) and James Lovett (third-team 
all-conference in 2013), who will com-
pete for starts at catcher. Two former 
starters, centerfielder Justin Disanto 
and second baseman Brad Guengerich, 
will return after injuries shut down 
their 2014 seasons. Sophomore James 
Kornegay (.286) will try to establish 
himself as the everyday third basemen.

Starting pitcher Will Beasley has 
concluded his Wesleyan career, but two 
freshmen, Spencer Ramsey and Ryan 
Grant, combined for a 7-1 record and 
should form the core of the starting 
rotation next season.

“We’re still young in a few spots 
but will return a lot of potential,” 
Long said. Next year “our goal will 
be to start faster but the task will 
be tough as we begin on the road in 
Alabama at Huntingdon.”

Freshman CF Luis Palencia batted .373 

and led the Bishops with 50 hits, 23 

steals and 35 runs scored.         SI photo

Saturday morning. The Panthers scored all eight 
of their runs in the second inning, highlighted 
by a two-run homer by Sadie Wallace. Four 
different Bishops tallied hits in the contest, led by 
Creef who finished the tourney by going 4-for-9 
with a pair of runs scored.

The Ferrum game marked the final ap-
pearance for seniors Maria Seay, Leanna Fann, 
Creef (second team, all-conference), Hodges, 
Jones and Pritchett (a third-team selection).

After the tournament, The Decree 
interviewed Coach John Brackett via email:

Q. Your record improved over last year, when 
the team was 15-20. How would you compare 
this year’s team to last season’s? In what areas did 
you see improvement? In what areas would you 
like to see even more improvement?

A. This year’s team was better because we 
were more experienced and deeper. We had a 
winning record in a very strong conference. We 
beat everybody in our conference except the top 
two teams (Piedmont and Huntingdon). We beat 
the other nine teams in our conference at least 
once. The biggest improvement was on defense 
where we cut down on our errors. But next year 
we still need to cut down on strikeouts.

Q. What was the highlight of this past season?
A. In the regular season it was sweeping 

William Peace University in comeback fashion 
during the last week of conference play, which 
qualified us for the tournament. Another 
highlight was beating the #3 seed Averett, 7-1, 
after they swept us during the regular season.  

Q. What was the low point?
A. I would say it was being eliminated from 

the tournament by Ferrum. That ended our 
season and the careers of six very special seniors.  

Q. Was there any particular part of 
your team’s play that you liked?

A. I really liked the competitiveness and 
enthusiasm of this year’s team. We played 2 

nationally ranked teams to close ball games 
early in the season, losing to Virginia Wesleyan 
5-2 and Salisbury 4-2.  Salisbury is currently 
the #1 ranked team in the nation, and Virginia 
Wesleyan has been ranked in the Top Ten most 
of the year.  Our team really enjoyed compet-
ing, and their enthusiasm was off the charts.  

Q. You’re losing six seniors, including 
five starters and your top pitcher (Fann). 
How do you feel heading into next year? 
Have some underclassmen proved ready to 
take over starting positions?

A. As I mentioned earlier, we lose six very 
special seniors who will be hard to replace. All 
of them were starters and very talented softball 
players. More importantly, they were all very 
good students and great role models. Their 
departures mean that our underclassmen will 
need to be ready to step up next year. A number 
of them started or got quality playing time this 
year, so I’m confident that experience will help 
them next season.  And we’ll welcome back Carla 
Matthews, who was a starter as a freshman and 
sophomore but had to sit out this year due to a 
season-ending injury she sustained in February.     

Q. Who were some of the freshmen 
and other newcomers who made signifi-
cant contributions to this year’s team?

A. Our freshmen twins, Brittany (LF) and 
Tiffany Manning (3B), were key contribu-
tors as they started for most of the year.

Q. What are your goals as far a recruiting? 
And what’s your approach--Do you look for 
athletes to fill particular positions or just the 
“best available athlete?”

A. Recruiting has gone extremely well as we 
have a number of commitments already. We’ve 
filled some holes and will continue to try and 
add some other talented softball recruits. 

 (Sports Information contributed to this report.)

By Decree Sports Staff
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adding that “SGA is an organization which 
the board supports and respects; we always 
hope to encourage, not discourage, its activi-
ties, speech and the free exchange of ideas.”

Laurens did not respond to an email sent 
by a Decree staff writer seeking comment.

Lassiter noted that the SGA petition 
produced “a very positive effect on the 
board.” As a result of the petition, he said, 
the college has formed a committee to 
draft formal procedures that would govern 
future job searches. He said that the college 
now lacks such a written policy.

In the wake of the recent contro-
versies, one trustee has resigned from 
the board. After serving 19 years as a 
trustee and 10 years on the board of 
visitors, Phyllis Cowell said she was 
dismayed by the board’s recent actions.

In her resignation letter to Chairman 
Lassiter, Cowell wrote: “It seems that my 
vision for North Carolina Wesleyan College 
and that of the current board of trustees have 
become increasingly divergent and thus I 
can no longer effectively serve the college.”  

She described the board’s response to 
issues raised by the faculty and its reac-
tion to the ensuing no-confidence vote as 
“inadequate.” She called the “disrespect-
ful treatment” of Laurens “disgraceful.”

FAREWELL from pg 1

 residence halls, and the Hartness Student 
Center, as well as construction of the new 
tennis center and campus green 
• the fundraising work in the Strength of 
Heart campaign, launched in 2011. Gray 
said that $7 million has been raised so far 
toward a goal of $20 million

But Gray said his proudest accomplish-
ment was his application of the “Infusion 
of the Possible,” or, more generally, the 
rising morale of Wesleyan’s students. 
“‘Infusion of the Possible’ means trying to 
get people here to believe that it’s possible 
for Wesleyan to be that absolute fastest-
growing, best college in America,” Gray 
explained. “I’ve been called a cheerleader 
and I’m proud of that. Any progress, even 
little, is worthy of cheerleading.”

The president’s second proudest 
accomplishment was the growth of 
the ASPIRE Program on campus. The 
program has expanded from 600 students 
to nearly 1,000, and from having three sites 
to having nine, and, soon, ten, Gray said.

As far as unfinished business goes, 
Gray mentioned that he did not reach 
the $20 million goal of his fundraising 
campaign and the fact that Wesleyan 
did not reach a higher enrollment dur-
ing his presidency. But Gray expressed 
confidence that the fundraising goal will 
be reached during the next few years. 

This prediction is not surprising based on his 
past careers in marketing. Gray served as asso-
ciate dean for marketing and communications 
at Duke University’s Fuqua School of Business 
from 1999 to 2005. A graduate of UNC Chapel 
Hill with a degree in English literature, he 
spent his early career as a newspaper reporter 
and spent many years in public relations and 
advertising at agencies such as Sylvan Lee, a 
British firm based in New York. 

After retiring in May, Gray said, he intends 
to work part time at Wesleyan to continue 
his fundraising and enrollment work, while 
continuing to chair the host committee for the 
USA-South Conference athletics tournament 
held in the spring. Gray also anticipates doing 
part-time work apart from Wesleyan. “I would 
like to stay busy,” he said.

Gray and his wife plan to live in either 
their home in the small mountain community 
of Roaring Gap, or in Durham, where two of 
their children and four grandchildren reside. 
The Grays will move from the president’s 
house around mid-May, Gray said.

“Working at Wesleyan has been the 
best job I’ve ever had and the most chal-
lenging I’ve ever had,” he said. “I said 
that coming in and I’ll say that going out.”

Dr. Vivienne Anderson, professor of English, is retiring after more 

than 25 years of service to the college.   Photo by Wesleyan PR

Rachel Jones-Grooms, seen here, 

collaborated with Apil Gurung to win 

first place in the college’s annual 

Science Symposium for their project 

“Novel Food Source Does Not Affect 

Squirrel Tail Twitching.” There was a 

tie for second place: Jasmine Edgren 

& Nicole Liette for “How Do You Start 

Your Morning?: Comparing the Energy in 

Breakfast Cereal,” and Elizabeth Cobb, 

Molly Satterwhite & Allen-Michael 

Wilson for “Effects of Temperature 

on Digestive Passage Rate in Eastern 

Garter Snakes.”          Photo by R. McWilliams.

NCWC Honors Projects Help Foster Self-Growth
By Decree Staff

It can be a grueling, but Wesleyan’s honors 
students describe the year-long process of re-
searching, writing and presenting their senior 
projects as confidence-building endeavors.

Emily Bower, an English major, was 
one of nine students whose experience in 
the Roger G. and Gaile Davenport Taylor 
Honors Program culminated last month in a 
lecture delivered to the campus community. 
Her project, directed by English Professor 
Vivienne Anderson, was titled “The Failure 
of the Multi-Voiced Narrative: Kingsolver's 
‘The Poisonwood Bible.’”

“There were so many times that I wanted to 
quit, but with the help of a few friends and my 
director, Dr. Anderson, I stuck it out and now 
I have something to be proud of,” said Bower, 
who believes her English major has prepared 
her for a wide range of potential careers.

Other honors project topics ran the 
gamut, from “sexting,” to parents and 
the political beliefs of their children, to 
exercise efficiency, to extroversion and 
leadership in business.

 For Cassie Goodenough, a business and 
psychology double-major, the honors project 
provided a way to explore her future career—
next year she is pursuing a graduate degree in 
occupational therapy at Howard University––
and indulge one of her passions, dance. Her 
project, directed by exercise science professor 
Kathy Thomas, was titled “Does Incorporating 
Music and Dance into an Exercise Routine 
Improve Enjoyment/Mood?”

“Dance is already beginning to be used to treat 
psychological disorders in the medical world,” 
Goodenough noted. “And it seems to work!”

Like Goodenough, Chelsea Laurens found 
the honors project––hers was titled “The 
Relationship Between Positivity, Self-
Efficacy, and Injuries Sustained by Division 
III Men and Women Athletes”––to be a 
rewarding experience. Besides deepening 
her understanding of the role psychological 
support provides in healing from sports 

injuries, Laurens said the research and 
writing process made her more self-aware. 
“I learned that I work best with deadlines,” 
she said.

Her director, Dr. Kim Martin, was 
effusive in her praise for Laurens, who 
plans to study for a doctorate in physical 
therapy after a stint in Wesleyan’s 
Advancement Office. Dr. Martin, an 
associate professor in psychology, said 
the former Bishops soccer player and 
student body president needed little in the 
way of motivation. “Chelsea is tenacious 
and applies herself fully to everything 
she does,” she said. “She doesn’t need to 
be coaxed into giving her best effort and 
does not shy away from challenges. Yet, 
as determined as she is, she was flexible 
and extremely responsive to feedback.”

Dr. Martin and other faculty directors 
were impressed not just with the work 
ethic and collaborative attitude exhibited 
by honors students. The research papers 
were of high quality as well. And 
sometimes the findings were surprising.

“I think the most interesting outcome 
of Chelsea’s study was the counterintuitive 
finding that athletes suffering re-injuries were 
less negatively emotionally affected than 
those who suffered new injuries,” Dr. Martin 
said. “This finding was not expected, but it’s 
consistent with research that shows that hav-
ing successfully overcome hardships in the 
past can improve resiliency and help a person 
deal more positively with future adversity.”

Some students were doing graduate-level 
work in their projects, noted Honors Program 
Director Bill Yankosky. The mathematics 
professor advised Zach Seitter on a complex 
project that deconstructed the “Purple” cipher 
machines used by the Japanese navy to encrypt 
and decrypt messages during World War 
Two. Seitter, a math and computer informa-
tion sciences double-major, figured out the 
mathematical description and inner workings 
of the machine. He then wrote two programs, 

one using C++ and a second using a TI-83 
graphing calculator, to act as virtual machines.

“I was impressed by his ability to cre-
ate the programs,” said Dr. Yankosky. “He 
actually commented to me about how 
much more involved the programming 
was for his honors project than anything 
he had done for regular classes.” 

While Dr. Yankosky said he will encourage 
Seitter to publish his findings in a professional 
journal, another honors student intends to 
apply his research toward a new business.

Senior business major Wesley Thompson 
just completed a project, titled “Thompson’s 
Vending…Improving Life One Machine at 
a Time,” that involved developing a business 
plan for his new company, set to launch 
in December. David Walker, an instructor 
of business and finance, said that the new 
Eastern North Carolina Center for Business 
& Entrepreneurship, to be based on the 
Wesleyan campus, will provide support to 
Thompson as he embarks on his new venture.

He called Thompson, a former 
Bishops linebacker, “an excellent 
student. Wesley has proven to be 
both an exemplary athlete as well as 
an exemplary student throughout his 
tenure here at the college.”

Other 2013-14 honors projects included:
• Leanna Fann: “The Metabolic Energy 
Cost While Walking at Preferred Speed 
at Varying Inclines and the Impact on 
Postural Control in Healthy Young Adults”
• Steven Franklin: “The Extrovert Ideal: 
Perceptions of Introverted and Extroverted 
Leaders in Business and Social Settings”
• Trevour Huber: “Sex Positivity and Sexting”
• Shalonda Wilburn: “The Transmission of 
Political Ideological Beliefs: A Look into the 
Political Influence a Parent Has on their Child”

Two Students Charged 
With Sexual Assault
By KeCharna White
& Decree Staff

Two Wesleyan students were arrested and 
charged with second-degree sexual assault 
on a female student following an incident in 
Nash Hall on March 16.

The Rocky Mount Telegram quoted 
police reports that identified the suspects as 
Antwain Xavier Kee, 20, and Styles Wilson, 
19. The two were jailed in Nash County 
under $200,000 bond, but released April 3, a 
Nash County Jail official reported.

Following the incident, the female 
student was treated and released from Nash 
General Hospital, according to an email 
sent the next day to members of the college 
community by President James Gray, who 
said that “staff responded with great care to 
the student in an advocate role.”

Last week Dean of Student Affairs Randy 
Williams said that the two suspects had been 
suspended in the wake of the incident. If found 
not guilty in court, the two suspects may return 
to the college, the dean said. Citing privacy 
concerns, the college refused to provide 
additional information about the suspects.

Dean Williams and several students have 
confirmed that the alleged victim, a freshman, 

has returned to campus and resumed her classes.
The incident occurred after midnight on 

March 16 in a room on the third floor of 
Nash, a co-ed residence hall. Junior Logan 
Waters, the resident assistant on the all-male 
third floor, said in an interview that he was 
unaware of the incident, until after it occurred.

In its initial public statement, the college 
said it’s conducting its own investigation and 
that the Rocky Mount Police Department 
has undertaken the criminal investigation.

Dean Williams declined to say whether 
alcohol may have been a factor in the incident, 
but acknowledged that, nationwide, alcohol 
consumption does often play a role in sexual 
assaults, as well as other student misconduct 
cases. Wesleyan is a dry campus, and Dean 
Williams said that a recent study done by 
Student Affairs indicated that the rate of 
alcohol consumption at Wesleyan falls below 
the national average for college students.

Responding to student safety concerns, 
Dean Williams said that two additional 
private security guards were hired to 
patrol campus on weekends, joining the 
college’s courtesy police office, Tamika 
Locke, who was among the first respond-
ers after the incident in Nash.

Spring Commencement 

Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award: 
Chelsea Laurens

President’s Cup:  
Cassandra S. Goodenough

Student Support

Academic Support Student Leader Award: 
Shalonda Wilburn

Internship Award: Gabrielle L. Wooley

Humanities

Religious Studies Award: Timothy Evans
Theatre Award: Katherine Crickmore

Science and Math

Biology Award: Allen-Michael Wilson
Environmental Science Award: Carly Creef
Mathematics Award: John Zach Seitter
Exercise Science Award: S. Leanna Fann

 Education and Social Sciences

John Paul Jones History Award:Timothy Evans
History Major Outstanding Student Award: 

Katherine Crickmore
Criminal Justice Outstanding Student Award: 

Nicolai Joscha Nemitz

SNCAE Education Award: Crystal Walcott
Psychology Outstanding Student Award: 

Rachel Faith Jones-Grooms
Political Science Outstanding Student Award: 

Shalonda Wilburn
ROTC Highest GPA Award: Katelyn N. Liseki
ROTC “Hooah” Award: Joshua T. Simmons
ROTC Golden Joe Award: Michael W. Toreno
ROTC Golden Jane Award: Katelyn N. Liseki

Business

Accounting Award: Steven Franklin
Business Administration Award: 

Cassandra S. Goodenough

Outstanding Adult Degree Student Awards

Goldsboro Campus: Cydney Johnson
Greenville Campus: Kimberly Swanner Jordan
Raleigh-Durham Campus: Michelle Jones Lovell
Rocky Mount Campus: Rebecca Dare Pugh
Washington Campus: Tina Lassister
Whiteville Campus: Andrea Jacobs
Wilmington Campus: Ervin Pllaha

TENNIS from pg 1

get all three matches under our belts, we can 
surprise any team that we face in the 
NCAA tournament. 

Q. I know that coaches don’t like to talk 
about athletes who are injured or otherwise 
ineligible. But how much would the presence 
of Robert Kjellberg (sidelined by a shoulder 
injury) and Artsiom Prostak (expired eligibility) 
help your chances at advancing far into the 
tourney and even competing for a national title?

A. Tennis is a team sport, and even though 
Robert could not play, we turned that situation into 
something positive that we could use. Knowing 
that he would not be able to play, we came together 
and fought more, because we knew that in order 
for us to play and win big, we needed to do it as 
a team. Robert and Artsiom are both excellent 
players, and they were certainly missed throughout 
the season because they can perform at a very 
high level. But we still went out there and played 

the game of tennis, knowing that we needed to 
put more effort into everything we did, so that we 
could achieve the goals we had for our season. 

Q. During the past year, were there members 
of the men’s team who showed dramatic 
improvement or surprised you in some way?

A. I think everybody improved throughout 
our tennis season, but everybody did it differently. 
Mike Konnov had to step up and play #1, so he 
played smarter tennis; he was more consistent, 
and mentally tougher as well. Elias Kerem is a 
very solid freshman, who was able to compete in 
every position he played, but he lacked experience 
in playing college tennis as a team. By the end of 
the season, he was a true team player, motivating 
and pushing everybody to play better. Peter Hviid 
had some injury problems throughout the season, 
but he kept playing, knowing that the team needed 
him to win the conference. Eduardo Ugalde ended 
up playing excellent doubles, and I was very 
surprised at how well he played this season. Ben 
Tolhurst gained more experience and was able to 
play better tennis as he got fitter and improved his 
footwork throughout the season; he improved in 
doubles a lot as well. Philipp Vylegzhanin worked 
to become a more aggressive player on the court, 
which he did perfectly by the end of conference. 

Q. Turning to the women, tell me your reaction 
to the way your team performed during the year.

A. We did start small, as we had a team last fall 
of one player: Katie Beeman. Fortunately, recruiting 
has gone well, and keeps going well. By January, 
we had four more girls on the team, giving us 
almost a full roster. Despite missing a sixth player, 
we still went out there and competed, and we were 
very close to making it to the conference tourna-
ment. One of our new recruits, Natalia Lopez, was 
named Rookie of the Year, and I’m sure that she 
will continue to surprise other teams and players, 
as she will get a regional and national ranking in 
the future. It’s important to say that we were able 
to compete and play at a high level this year, even 
though we had a couple of players who just picked 
up tennis. We practiced hard, and I’m fortunate to 
have a true leader like Katie Beeman on the team. 
Katie is our captain, and her efforts as a player and 
teammate definitely helped throughout the season. 

Q. What members of the women’s 
team do you expect to return next year?

A. I’m expecting all of the girls to return next 
year! We have three freshmen (Lopez, Neryzza 
Calo, and Leigh Hales) and two sophomores 
(Beeman and Jordan Harrell), so we should have 
all of them back and ready for our fall season. 

Q. How optimistic are you about next year’s 
team—both in your ability to field a full team on a 
consistent basis and on their prospects for success 
in the conference and beyond during 2014-15?

A. I’m very optimistic. If the team keeps 
working like they have, we will make the tourna-
ment, and compete against the top teams in our 
conference. Now they have the experience, and 
I know how to work with each of them, so I’m 
looking forward to our next years with the team. 
All we’re going to do is work harder and play 
harder, and the results will come by themselves. 

Q. Talk about recruiting for both the 
men’s and women’s teams.

A. I don’t like talking about recruiting very 
much. I keep that to myself and my players. But I 
can say that things look promising, and hopefully 
we can get other players who are as committed to 
the team as our current players. My recruiting ef-
forts are local and global. My experience as a tennis 
player and coach has given me an opportunity to 
stay in touch with great players and coaches around 
the world, which allows me to recruit international 
players. But I’m also very interested in local players 
in North Carolina and in the U.S. This summer I’ll 
be traveling to many different places to see athletes 
for both our men’s and women’s tennis teams. I’m 
always interested in bringing the right student-
athlete, because my players are not just tennis 
players; they are great students and great leaders. I 
hope to bring more of those to our institution.

(Sports Information contributed to this report.)
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