
opportunity to be the voice of the student 
body. “I promise to be honest, respectful 
and dedicated to represent our students,” 
Cain stated. 

In an attempt to keep students involved 
with SGA, Cain would like to see aware-
ness rise through other clubs.  Cain thinks 
it is important for students to recognize 
the vital role that SGA has on the campus 
and student life, in general. “I feel like 
students should know how important their 
opinions are and how they need to be 
heard,” she said. “If they have dreams and 
aspirations for what they want out of their 
college experience, SGA meetings are the 
perfect time to share.”

Cain shared her excitement about 
being elected president. “I am honored 

that my peers chose me to represent 
them,” Cain said. “I understand that there 
is a lot of responsibility that comes along 
with this position but I’m very excited to 
work with the other SGA officers. It will 
be an adventure for everyone!”

Although she will be very busy, Cain 
is looking forward to serving the student 
body as SGA president. “Big things are 
coming for our campus,” Cain stated. 
“Morale is picking up and it will continue 
to exceed expectations. We're only here 
for a short time and we need to have the 
best Wesleyan experience possible.”

As the new VP, Hooks has similar 

goals he wishes to fulfill. “I’d like to 
bring religion back to the campus,” 
Hooks stated, stressing that it is crucial 
to get more students involved. “It’s all 
about having a voice,” Hooks said. “I 
want every student involved.”

Not a stranger to being involved with 
school organizations, Hooks is a member 
of the Psychology Club.  “Terrence has 
a very positive presence,” noted Dr. Fred 
Sanborn, the club’s advisor.  “He’s good 
at connecting with all kinds of different 
students. He genuinely cares about people.”

Another goal for Hooks is to 
elevate use of the Hartness center.  “The 
Hartness is a recreational building that’s 
supposed to draw in students,” Hooks 
stated. “I want to improve it.”  Hooks 

plans on revitalizing the Hartness by 
organizing more social events there. 

To keep students engaged and aware 
of SGA activities, Hooks intends to send 
out mass e-mails, texts, and Facebook 
messages about upcoming meetings 
and events. In his new position, he 
oversees the residence life, security, and 
food committees of SGA and openly 
welcomes all complaints or suggestions 
from the students.

As vice president, Hooks hopes to 
bring the Wesleyan community together.  
“As a leader, I’d like to unite students so 
we can come together as a family.”
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Athletes of the Year: Robert Kjellberg, 

men’s tennis , Mackenzie Tingle, 

volleyball, seen here wtih AD John 

Thompson.                              SI Photo

New SGA President Rebekah Cain and Vice President Terrance 
Hooks              G. Wallace Photo

Student Sarah Livesay was one of more than 100 members of the 
Wesleyan community to participate in the Stop-the-Hunger service 
project earlier in the semester. The group assembled packages of 
food for the disadvantaged.          C. Lewis Photo

Cain, Hooks Elected to Lead NC 
Wesleyan Student Government
By Anna Hart
Decree Staff Writer

Rebekah Cain has been elected Student 
Government Association president, while 
Terrance Hooks, a fellow junior, was 
elected vice president in recent student 
balloting held at the Blue and Gold Café.

Other new officers include Secretary 
Rajon Ward, Treasurer Deontae Swain, and 
Senior Class President Samantha Urquhart.

The official vote tallies were not made 
available by SGA election coordinators.

SGA is a student-based committee at 
Wesleyan organized to give the students 
an opportunity to communicate directly 
with the administration.  Members of 
SGA are responsible for addressing 
student concerns, allocating funds, and 
supervising the association’s committees.

“Rebekah will make an amazing SGA 
president for many reasons,” said senior 
Jesse Southerland, a fellow member of 
Refuge, who added that Cain is one of the 
most self-motivated people he has ever 
met.  “She is very encouraging, respon-
sible and organized in all she does.”

Cain said that one of her main goals is 
to improve communication between the 
student body and the administration. She 
also plans to work closely with her fellow 
officers, students, faculty, and staff to 
make everyone’s time at Wesleyan count.  

“We’re beginning to create a stronger route 
of communication by utilizing new methods,” 
Cain stated, adding that, “if someone has a 
problem or sees an area that needs improve-
ment, they should have two well-thought-out 
suggestions for such improvement.” Cain 
hopes this fresh outlook will result in a 
healthier and more productive student body. 

Cain intends to achieve her goals as 
SGA president by continuing the work that 
has already been accomplished by previous 
leaders, while bringing new ideas to the 
table. “I want to see everyone's experience 
at Wesleyan become brighter through 
more service, school spirit and academic 
activities,” the new president said.

 Hesitant about joining the association at 
first, Cain said she is now glad she decided 
to run for president.  “Initially I wasn't 
positive about SGA but after several fellow 
students asked me to consider running, I 
decided to do it.” Cain believes her previ-
ous leadership positions at Wesleyan will 
help her effectively serve the student body. 
“I feel that I can learn and adapt pretty 
well, but with the help of my peers and the 
faculty, staff and administration, we can all 
help create a more efficient SGA and have 
a great impact,” Cain said.

As president, Cain plans to represent 
the student body by having direct 
and honest meetings with the college 
administration, the board of trustees, 
department chairs, and leaders of campus 
organizations.  Through these meetings, 
Cain recognizes that she will have the 

Student Costs to Rise 
3.37% Next Year

North Carolina Wesleyan’s price tag will 
rise 3.37 percent for the 2012-13 school year, 
President James Gray has announced.

The increase will cover tuition, books, and 
room and board, the president said.

Last year, the first for its books-in-tuition program, 
the college raised total costs by 6.88 percent.

President Gray said that this year’s hike is slightly 
lower than the increases announced by most of 
NCWC’s small-college competitors in Virginia and 
North Carolina. "We are especially pleased that we can 
include all of a student's books in this lower-than-
average increase in tuition, room, and board,” he said. 
“It puts us in a good competitive position with our peer 
schools and it’s reflective of the concern we have for 
the finances of our students and their families." 

Loren Loomis Hubbell, vice president of 
Finance, explained the 3.37 percent hike will cover 
an across-the-board rise in expenses, but that next 
year’s budget includes provisions for financing of 
some new initiatives and/or moderate increases in 
spending for the following areas: student support/
advising, faculty and academic programming, coach-
ing and the athletic program, administrative services 
to ASPIRE students, and admissions/marketing. 

Graduating Seniors Look 
Forward to Next Step
By Sara Sims 
Decree Staff Writer

Graduation is what all seniors are 
anxiously waiting for this spring.

Mackenzie Tingle, one of 186 set to gradu-
ate, is anxious for the May 5 ceremony at 
the Dunn Center. “I’m ready to start the next 
chapter of my life, but I know there’s more to 
do here and to get ready to move on,” she said 
a few weeks before the end of the semester.

Of the 186 students, 79 come from the 
Rocky Mount traditional program and 107 
from the three ASPIRE sites: 47 from the 
Triangle campus, 26 from the Goldsboro 
campus, and 34 from Rocky Mount.  

A lot of seniors plan to further their studies 
in a graduate program. Tingle, a Winchester, 
Virginia native, is a sociology and psychol-
ogy double-major with aspirations to be an 
occupational therapist. NCWC’s Female 
Athlete of the Year, she plans to use her 
education this summer while in an internship 
at Womack Hospital in Fayetteville. She 
intends to apply to three graduate programs.

Tingle reflected on her time at Wesleyan 
as a member of the volleyball team all four 
years. “One of my favorite memories was 
winning rookie of the year, 1st team all-
conference and freshman athlete of the year,” 
she said. “I was so surprised and honored 
to receive all of those awards and I couldn’t 
wait for volleyball season next year.”

A couple of Maryland seniors, RJ Bass 
and Justin Wolf, share the same favorite 
memory as Battling Bishops on the men’s 
soccer team. “It was freshman year when 
we beat CNU at home, 3-2, to win the 
conference,” Bass said. 

The pair shares a second great memory 
from a Virginia Wesleyan game. “When we 
came back to tie VA Wesleyan in the final 
minute, that was a great game,” Wolf said.  

Bass, an exercise science major, hopes to play 
rugby after graduation. He will be living with 
Wolf in Myrtle Beach for a while before trying 
to play rugby in New Zealand. “Since rugby is 
only semi-pro here, I couldn’t make it a career,” 
he said. “If I was offered a spot over there, I 
would accept in a heartbeat.”  If not, Bass plans 
to get his masters in exercise science and would 
like to be a strength-and-conditioning coach. 

Wolf, a business major with an account-
ing minor, said he would like to pursue a 
job in banking.  “But my dream job would 
be a professional poker player,” he said.

Dani Abbey also plans on attending grad 
school and has applied to Virginia Com-
monwealth University.  The Dinwiddie (Va.) 
native is completing an exercise science 
degree and hopes to work as a physical 
therapist technician until she completes her 
graduate program. Abbey then wants to be a 
physical therapist for wounded soldiers. She 
admitted the same nervous feelings about 
graduation as other seniors. “I’m excited to 
move on with my life,” she said, “but I have 
so many memories here and I’m nervous 
about grad school and what will happen 
next.”  

Devin Nichols views graduation 
with a sense of urgency. “I’m happy 

to graduate but reality is setting in 
that it’s really time to grow up,” the 
Fayetteville native said.

 A Wesleyan hooper, he is applying to law 
school at NC Central and Elon and is graduating 
with a major in criminal justice and sociology 
minor. Nichols is also considering joining the 
military to help pay for his education. His favorite 
memory was traveling to New York City with 
the men’s basketball team. “It was my first time 
going to Time Square,” he said, “and it was 
bigger and more exciting than I was expecting.”  

April Pfeiffer is planning on taking 
some time off after graduation before get-
ting her master’s degree. The Goldsboro 
native’s number-one choice for graduate 
school is North Carolina State University.  
As a psychology major, she is still unsure 
what to study if she does attend a graduate 
program. But first she plans to move to 
Raleigh and begin searching for a job.  

Many of the Wesleyan seniors found 
themselves reflecting on their years here 
as a Bishop. Nichols offered some advice 
that he will also be using during his post-
graduate education. “Don’t procrastinate 
when it comes to school work!” he said.

 Likewise Tingle offered some words 
of wisdom for underclassmen: “Stay on 
top of your work and have fun. These 
four years flew by for me. You should 
enjoy every minute.”  Bass provided 
similar guidance: “Make the best of 
every day you have ‘cause it flies by.”  

Besides the U.S., six foreign countries 
will be represented among the graduates: 
Canada, Russia, England, Finland, Sweden 
and Iceland.  From the United States there 
will be 165 from North Carolina, 10 form 
Virginia, nine from Maryland, and one from 
New York State.

The commencement speaker will 
be Chancellor Holden Thorp from 
UNC Chapel Hill. Thorpe is the 110th 
Chancellor for Chapel Hill and has 
many accomplishments that will help 
him to inspire the Wesleyan graduates.

Police Investigating Thefts, 
Five Ex-Students Charged
By John Kostet
Senior Staff Writer

Rocky Mount police arrested and charged a 
former Sodexo employee and five former NC 
Wesleyan students in connection with several 
thefts on campus dating back to October.

The culprits were identified by police while 
they were investigating the latest series of thefts, 
which struck the Collins residence hall during 
spring break. City police are continuing to investi-
gate the spring break thefts, according to Randy 
Williams, vice president of Student Affairs.

“Thefts aren’t something new on our campus, 
and unfortunately it’s a problem on most college 
campuses,” Williams said, as he explained how 
the spring break thefts were unique. “They were 
done without force and clustered.”

While Dean Williams would not disclose the 
names of the students who had been charged, he 
did acknowledge that four students have been 
expelled in the wake of the earlier incidents.

In its March 24 edition, The Rocky Mount 
Telegram reported that the following individuals 
had been arrested: Malcolm Dwayne Swinson, 
20, Christopher Dan Gutierrez, 20, Jimmie Lee 
Glaspie Jr., 23, Sterling Armand Smith, 20, 
Quinton Lamont Joyner, 21, and former Sodexo 
employee Jared Blake Elliot, 24. According to 
The Telegram, Gutierrez, Glaspie, Smith and 
Joyner were each charged with felony breaking 
and entering, felony larceny after breaking and 
entering, and felony obtaining property by false 
pretenses. Swinson was charged with felony 

possession of stolen goods and misdemeanor 
breaking and entering, while Elliot, the former 
Sodexo employee, was charged with two 
counts of second-degree trespassing and one 
count of misdemeanor larceny.

The college registrar’s office confirmed that 
Swinson, Glaspie, Smith and Joyner were not 
enrolled as of April 15. It said that Gutierrez 
was enrolled last fall, but that he had withdrawn 
during the first week of classes in January. 

The most recent thefts occurred during 
spring break in Collins Hall. Dean Williams 
reported that three rooms were hit on the 
second floor, and three on the third.

One of the victims was freshman Noah 
Huff, who was traveling with the baseball team 
at the time of the incidents. “There was nothing 
we could have done to prevent it. The door was 
locked,” said Huff, who said he lost an Xbox, 
two controllers, two hard drives, three games, 
as well as several textbooks. “Our room was 
completely trashed when we got back.”

Paden Dietrich, Huff’s roommate and 
baseball teammate, said that they returned to 
his residence hall on March 1 around midnight. 
He found his room locked. When he entered, 
he said, “the drawers were pulled out and 
there were clothes all over the place, and my 
blankets were thrown around. I looked around in 
disbelief. I’m thinking ‘Really. What the F.’” 

Dietrich estimated that he lost $2,000 
worth of belongings that included an Xbox,

See Thefts on pg 2
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 two controllers and three games, a Toshiba laptop 
computer, a 19-inch Magnavox flat-screen TV, 
five baseball hats, NCWC baseball sweatpants, an 
Overbrook (N.J.) High School hoodie, two pillows, 
acne medicine, and $10 in laundry change. “My 
sister had just bought me the laptop before I came to 
school in the fall,” he noted.

A master key was found in a trash can outside 
Collins, which explained why there were no signs of 
forced entry. “We will have to change every lock on 
campus now,” Dean Williams said. 

John Jackson was shocked when he came 
back after spring break to discover that almost 
everything he had of value was gone, including 
his PlayStation 3, seven games and three 
controllers. Other missing items included a set 
of headphones, an iPod charger, hair clippers, 
and several books.

“The door was locked but the light was on,” 
Jackson said in describing what he found when 
he returned to school. “My roommate’s bed was 
flipped, the drawers were pulled out, and all our 
stuff was gone. I was really shocked because I 
thought I was cool with everybody here.”

Dean Williams said that the college will replace 
the stolen textbooks, which students now rent as 
part of their tuition. But there is no policy in place 
to reimburse students for thefts of their possessions. 
Instead, the students must rely on their own insurance. 
But both Huff and Dietrich said they doubted that their 
home insurance would cover their losses. “I just sent 
the police report to the insurance company back home, 
but I ‘m not too sure,” Huff said. 

Jackson was surprised and disappointed 
that the school doesn’t have a reimbursement 
policy. “The doors were locked and our stuff 
was supposed to be safe,” he said.

Dietrich agreed and said there was nothing 
he and Huff could have done differently to 
prevent the thefts. “They need to step up security 
somehow,” he said. “This is ridiculous.”

The police told the victims that gaming 
consoles with serial numbers on them will be 
much easier to retrieve, but since most of them 
did not have that marking, they are pessimistic 

about finding them. “I just want to get my 
money back,” Huff said.

As a result of the thefts, some students have 
called for security cameras to be installed in their 
residence halls across campus. “Other colleges 
have plenty of cameras, so why wouldn’t we have 
them?” Huff said.

Jackson echoed Huff and added that he would 
appreciate an increased presence of police and 
improved security on campus, as long as it’s 
reasonable. “I don’t want the police to make 
rounds every 30 minutes in our dorm, or the 
surveillance to turn into ‘Big Brother’ or anything 
like that,” he said. “I know it’s too late now, but 
something needs to be done.” 

Dean Williams said that the administration is 
looking into different options to monitor residence 
hall lobbies and hallways. He added that there has 
been discussion with the Rocky Mount police to 
heighten their presence on campus. “The investiga-
tions have been taken very seriously,” he said, as 
he commended the police for their assistance and 
the campus community’s response. “We have had 
multiple successful meetings with staff and students.”

It’s been noted that four of the five alleged 
culprits from the earlier thefts had been members of 
the NCWC football team. Current players and old, 
game-day programs confirmed that Glaspie, Joyner, 
Smith and Swinson have all played for the Bishops. 
Smith, a defensive back, was a third-team USA South 
All-Conference selection last fall.

When Jackson, the team’s starting quarterback in 
2011, was asked about the possibility that teammates 
might have stolen from each other, he said that’s what 
hurt the most. “I thought we all had good friendships 
and that we could trust each other,” he said. “But I 
guess you never know with people.” 

Jackson said that when the arrests were made, the 
trust and chemistry had dropped among his teammates, 
but that he now hoped that they can come together and 
become even stronger than before. “Hopefully we have 
gotten rid of our weak links,” he said.

Additional reports indicated that at least one 
of the arrested students had been expelled once 
before from the college because of previous 
alleged crimes, but that he had been readmitted 
to campus last fall. Dean Williams would neither 
confirm nor deny that this was true.

Two Student-Athletes Reflect on Time at NCWC
John Kostet

I write this with only days left before 
graduation. It is time to summarize and 
put an end to my American experience, 
and what an experience it has been. Four 
years of my life have gone by, and who 
would have thought that I would spend all 
of them here in Rocky Mount, NC. I am 
very restless and I am always daydreaming 
about my next step, my next trip. I simply 
can’t stay in the same place for too long. 
But somehow I got stuck here. Something 
made me want to stay and commit to a 
team (men’s basketball) and a degree (in 
political science) for four years. I don’t 
know what that something was, and I don’t 
think I will know until years from now. I 
guess it’s true that “you don’t know what 
you have until it’s gone.” But I know that 
when I put my feet on the frosty parking 
lot in Sweden, I will definitely miss the 
ability to wear shorts and a T-shirt.  

But the weather was not what brought 
me here. I came to fulfill my dream of 
playing basketball in the country where 
the sport was invented. The playing 
part never really worked out for me, as 
I suffered from a variety of injuries and 
settled for the bench. I did not mind, 
the competition was tough and I wasn’t 
motivated enough to make much of a 
difference. But I still loved it. The overall 
experience gave me more knowledge than 
any class had ever taught me. The things 
we learned and experienced as a team 
have been priceless and the memories 
will forever stay with me. The friends I 
made through basketball might not be my 
closest, but our relationship is special and 
my teammates will never be forgotten.

I have met a lot of people throughout 
these years, and I have made friends from 
different parts of the world. It has been 
amazing to see how such a small school 
like Wesleyan has been able to attract such 
a variety of students. Not everyone stays to 
pursue a degree; instead many international 
students leave after only a semester or a 
year. But the high number of foreigners has 
truly contributed to an important cultural 
mix that I have really enjoyed. I think that 
the diversity at this school is what makes it 
so special. It feels great to know that I have 
friends from New Zealand to Fayetteville, 
from New York to Brazil, from Cameroon 
to Iceland and from England to San Diego. 
Hopefully it also means a free place to stay 
when I come to visit.

When I first got here, I’ll admit I was 
very skeptical of the liberal arts concept. 
It did not make any sense to me. I already 
had my mind set to study political science, 
and I was questioning why I had to take 
all those unrelated courses. At European 
universities, you usually choose a field of 
study and stay within that field. I couldn’t 
see how studying theatre, biology or 
underwater rocks could help me understand 

politics. I still can’t, but I realize that most 
of my peers were not sure about what they 
wanted to study, and a year of a little bit of 
everything might have helped them. I also 
discovered that I prefer writing and thinking 
rather than reading and memorizing, 
which led me to journalism. That would 
probably not have happened in Sweden. In 
retrospect, I am glad that I had to take other 
classes, and today I might even write better 
in English than I do in Swedish.

I don’t regret coming here and I don’t 
regret staying here. Instead, it has been four 
great years that have been both joyful and 
inspirational. At times I might have felt a little 
“stagnant,” but that has only produced an even 
greater urge to travel. The general education 
and the classes I have taken might have just 
touched the surface, but it created an interest 
for certain subjects. I might miss the friends I 
made, but the memories will always remain.

Patrick Laffin
I always knew I wanted to play a sport 

in college. I was devastated, after hurting 
my neck in football, to find out that I would 
no longer be able to play the sport I loved, 
hockey. I had lofty, and possibly semi-
realistic, dreams of playing in the NHL, and 
to this day it pains me to see some of my 
Boston-area peers playing Division-I hockey 
and getting drafted into the NHL because I 
know it could easily have been me.  After my 
injury, I focused all of my energy and time 
on another passion--baseball. After being told 
baseball was one of the only sports I could 
play due to my neck, I decided it was the 
sport I wanted to play in college.  It was my 
dream to play college baseball in the South, 
because I was sick of the cold weather and 
snow cutting my baseball season short. While 
in high school I was recruited heavily by 
Wesleyan and I decided to come down for a 
visit with my father and we both fell in love 
with the beautiful field and the rich history 
of the program, its tradition of winning. I 
decided that I wanted to play for Wesleyan 
and before I knew it, I got a letter in the mail 
saying I had been accepted.

Looking back it feels like my three years 
here flew by.  I still remember the butterflies 
in my stomach before my first college game. 
I will always remember my first college hit, a 
9th inning game-tying double against Eastern 
Mennonite College. My first season was 
2009 and we had one of the best teams I have 
ever played on, as we made it to Regionals 
and were two wins away from going to the 
College World Series. I experienced the 
highest of highs and the lowest of lows my 
sophomore season. After starting off the 
season hot, I fell into a slump and lost my 
starting right-field spot. I was so upset, but 
I kept working and soon I won the DH job, 
not a role I particularly wanted, but at least I 
was in the lineup again. I started hitting really 
well again and by the end of the season, I 
successfully won back my starting position 
in right. I was on fire by the end of the year, 

going 5 for 10 in the conference tournament 
with two homeruns. Then tragedy struck at 
home and I was forced to leave Wesleyan and 
attend another college in 2010-11.

I was heartbroken when I had to leave 
behind the school, teammates, coaches and 
teachers that I had grown to love. I enrolled 
in a college at home in Massachusetts, but 
the feeling wasn’t the same. I struggled to 
make friends in a school that was incredibly 
cliquey, and I hated playing baseball on a 
team where no one, including the coach, 
cared enough to put in the time and effort 
to be good. I quit the team, sadly realizing 
my college baseball career was over.  I only 
needed one more year of classes to finish my 
degree, so I decided to focus on school and 
earning my business degree. Then toward 
the end of the spring 2011, I decided to write 
Coach Long a letter, thanking him for believ-
ing in me and giving me the opportunities he 
did, and for allowing me to play in such an 
incredible program. I especially appreciated 
the way Coach Long coached the NCWC 
team, after a season of playing for a coach 
who had no idea how to run a college pro-
gram. At the end of the letter, I explained that 
I was not playing baseball anymore, choosing 
to focus on school instead. A week later I got 
a phone call that would change my life.

Coach Long told me point blank that I 
had too much talent to give up on baseball. 
He explained to me that I had one of the best 
swings he had ever seen and that there was 
no way on earth I should give up playing. 
He encouraged me to think long and hard 
about giving up on baseball. After I hung up, 
I realized what I wanted to do, so I called 
him back and told him I wanted to return to 
Wesleyan. He was ecstatic and helped me 
with the transfer process. My parents were 
thrilled, as they had become concerned with 
how depressed I was after quitting baseball. 
I was so happy to be back at Bauer field, 
playing for the Battling Bishops.

My senior year flew by, but looking back I 
am very happy I decided to return. I was a First 
Team All-Conference selection, an NCAA 
Tournament First-Team selection, the MVP 
of the baseball team, an Academic All-
Conference selection. And I was nominated 
for Wesleyan Male Athlete of the Year.  The 
awards and accolades were a tremendous 
achievement that I am very proud of, as I 
worked so hard in the off season to get back 
in baseball shape; however, the awards are 
not what makes me the most happy about my 
season.  I am happy because I got to play with 
some incredible teammates and make life-long 

friends in the process. Baseball great Bo Jack-
son once said, “If I miss anything about the 
sport, it's the camaraderie of old teammates.”  
I believe that is true, because at the end of 
the day no one remembers how the team 
performed as a whole; you just remember the 
guys you played with. I feel blessed to have 
had the opportunity to play with this group of 
men one last time. My teammates are what 
made this year so exciting for me and I am 
going to miss them tremendously as I move on 
to the next chapter of my life.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

About the Cross
By Rebekah Cain

(This letter was submitted in response to 

a page-two article, “Groups Raise Cross,” 

in the March 8 edition of The Decree.)

When considering others’ right to their own 
opinions and perspectives it’s always important 
that we remember the Golden Rule: "Do unto 
others as you would have them do unto you." 
This rule is what has helped sustain the "melting 
pot" that is the United States of America for 
hundreds of years. If this rule is embraced by 
people of different viewpoints, we can truly live 
in peace together. Scriptures say that with the 
help of the Lord we will always aim to "conduct 
[ourselves] in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ" (Philippians 1:27). Though we might 
disagree on moral or theological points, as adults 
we should respect each other enough to appreci-
ate one’s willingness to stand up for something. 
After all, our country was founded by people of 
faith and it was Alexander Hamilton, one of our 
founding fathers, who said, "Those who stand 
for nothing will fall for anything.”

It has been pronounced by a minority 
representation of our faculty that the nine-foot 
cross (placed by students) was offensive and 
an infringement on student rights. Last time 
I checked each of the paychecks that faculty 
members willingly accept and deposit are 
funded in large part by student tuition, alumni 
giving and the Methodist Church. And the 
checks have the words “North Carolina 
Wesleyan College” on it. I can only imagine 
how much of an undue burden this is for 
someone who willingly accepted employment 
at a small Methodist college. Let’s be realistic. 
This is North Carolina Wesleyan College, a 
school founded by the Methodist church to 

educate individuals through Christian beliefs. It 
is mind-boggling to me that a school that claims 
to promote “Wisdom and Courage through 
Christian Education” would remove the Christian 
and Methodist symbol of a cross until a verdict is 
reached on its appropriate or inappropriate nature. 
The opinion that students at a Christian College 
are trying to force religion on others by simply 
posting biblical scriptures on a cross is profoundly 
misguided. If this were the case, then all faculty, 
students and staff would be oppressed by religion 
when they view our college’s name on the website 
or stationary. If the symbol of a cross is offensive, 
then all 10,000+ alumni of our college must break 
underneath the burden of seeing the symbol of 
the cross printed on their diploma and having the 
motto: "Wisdom and Courage Through Christian 
Education" imprinted there as well. After all, our 
college is named "Wesleyan" after John Wesley, a 
devout Christian and founder of Methodism.

As the leaders of tomorrow, we cannot 
afford to live in fear. Inaction for fear of 
offending anyone is an unrealistic philosophy 
that some in our community are trying to push. 
Not allowing one to voice his or her opinion 
based on the thought that it might offend 
another leads to a meaningless cycle that 
leaves everyone oppressed by fear. This is not 
tolerance or true equality. This is unrealistic 
bias and unnecessary "drama.” Common sense 
dictates that if religion offends someone, then 
they should rethink attending and seeking 
employment at a Christian college. If tolerance 
is what is needed, then let us truly be tolerant 
in every situation. To many, this situation only 
reinforces the need for more Christian virtues 
like Love, Patience and Kindness on this 
campus. One can only imagine the reaction 
of our college's founders if they were to hear 
the claim that a cross––the ultimate symbol of 
Christian love––is offensive and an inhibition 
to students finding their own path of faith. 

 The intent of the Cross is to have a visual re-
minder, for everyone who comes on this campus, 
that Christ made the ultimate sacrifice, the perfect 
example of love. The beauty of this portrayal 
lies in the fact that He rose from the dead and is 
now alive in every believer. The verses that are 
placed on the cross are for another purpose; 
they are well thought out and prayed over 
before they ever go up. The night before the 
scriptures are placed, student representatives 
carefully consider scriptures that will encourage 
the student body! The scriptures cause readers 
to think, but an important fact is that each 
student independently interprets the scriptures 
they see for themselves. There is no pressure 
from other students or organizations. They are 
just as free to stop and look as they walk by.

It was Christian faith that was at the heart 
of the college’s founders and there are many 
who believe that this same faith should be 
encouraged on campus. After all is said and 
done, I don't believe it is negative or offen-
sive for students acting out of their Christian 
faith to encourage others as they continue 
to grow at NCWC. It is important to realize 
that the placement of a cross on campus was 
initially an effort entirely led by students, and 
not organizations. On our campus, Christian 
organizations are encouraged by the cross 
and appreciate the administration’s eventual 
approval of its installation. The cross is now 
properly maintained by Refuge Campus 
Ministries and Campus Crusade for Christ. 
We ask that before anyone creates a bias 
about Christians, they understand the basics 
about the campus ministries...we are here 
to glorify God in everything we say and do 
(Colossians 3:17). We meet to uplift and 
encourage each other in mind and spirit. We 
are always excited to meet for fellowship 
each week. All are welcome to come to CRU 
on Monday nights at the Chapel and Refuge 
on Tuesday nights in the Hartness Center.

(Cain has served as president of Refuge)

Laffin                                        SI Photo
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Student-Athletes of the Year: Samantha 

Urquhart, women’s basketball, Matt Dough-

erty, men’s basketball, shown here with Carl 

Lewis faculty athletic rep.               SI Photo

Women’s Tennis Completes Breakthrough Season, Men Cruise
By Bristy Parker
Co-Sports Editor

The NC Wesleyan men’s tennis team is 
waiting to learn its seeding in the upcoming 
regional tournament after it captured its 
fourth straight USA South Conference title.

Playing in Burlington, the Bishops 
vanquished Christoper Newport, the 
second-seed, by a score of 7-2. Four NCWC 
athletes were named to the All-Tournament 
team: Rinat Khussainov, Robert Kjellberg, 
Fred Lemongo and Alexey Rumyantsev.

After teaming with Lemongo to win 
at #3 doubles, senior Marcelo Prata said 
that the experienced Bishops team has 
set its sights on a national title. “Our goal 
is the top,” he said. “I'm looking forward 
to making our dream come true.” It’s 
not the size and overall reputation of the 
school that’s important, he said, ‘it’s the 
players that make the difference! We just 
need to keep raising our level of play!”

NCWC had earned the number-one 
seed in the tournament by winning all six 
of its conference matches, four by 9-0 
shutout, and one by an 8-1 rout. In their 
regular-season matchup, the Bishops 
beat CNU, 6-3, in Newport News.

Ranked 18th in the country, NCWC lost 
only two of its 18 matches in 2012, one to 
13th-ranked Carnegie Mellon (4-5) and one 
to 16th-ranked Johns Hopkins (3-6). One of 
the season’s highlights so far was the team’s 
victory over Kenyon, now ranked 4th in the 
country, by a 5-4 score in Ohio.

Khussainov is optimistic about his 
team’s chances in the NCAAs. “I like 

the team spirit, the way we cheer for each 
other, the way we fight no matter what,” 
said the Kazakhstan native. “The only goal 
is the NCAA tournament. I really want to 
do my best to get into this event.”

Meanwhile the women’s team saw its 
successful season end in the semi-final 
round of the conference tournament, as the 
Bishops fell to Methodist, 5-4.

After claiming a share of first place in the 
regular season, the Bishops were bidding to 
win their first tournament title in women’s play.

As so often happens, it came down to 
doubles play, with the Monarchs taking 
all three matches, 8-5, 8-5, 8-2. Down 
3-0, the Bishops battled back, taking four 
singles matches, before falling just short.

Shelly Hart, number four singles, found 
it bitter to be ending the season early. “We 
had a good season, especially when I got to 
play again,” said Hart, a native of Australia, 
whose season was delayed by a leg injury. 
“It was awesome we won the regular 
season but unfortunately not the tourna-
ment. Doubles is where we should have 
won at least one game out of the three.”

Samia Karcher, number two singles, 
echoed her teammate. “When we beat 
them previously, we picked up two 
doubles games and that made all the 
difference,” said the junior from France.

A week earlier, NCWC had beaten Methodist, 
6-3, to secure a share of the conference lead. 

NCWC Tennis Coach Dominic Modise 
pointed to the losses in doubles as well. 
“We have beaten Methodist before, so I 
knew it was possible,” he said. “Losing 

three doubles killed us. It’s hard to come 
back from that. It’s possible, but harder 
and with more pressure.”

Modise’s team opened the tournament 
with a 9-0 shellacking of Mary Baldwin.

The team finished with an overall record 
of 10-9—its third consecutive winning 
record––and a conference mark of 8-1 that 
was highlighted by victories over Methodist 
and CNU, 7-2. NCWC’s only conference 
loss was to Meredith, 2-7, back on March 13.

Kacher said that challenging matches 
early in the season contributed to the team’s 

overall success. “I think this season we did 
the best we’ve ever done,” she said. “We 
were focused and put forth our best for all 
the matches.” In particular, she noted that 
non-league matches in Ohio and against the 
University of Chicago allowed team mem-
bers to hone their games. “The pre-season 
helped us be more prepared for the season.”

Modise expressed pride at the strides 
made by the women’s team in recent years. 
He noted that four years ago the team placed 
last in the conference before finishing fourth 
the next two years and then tied for first 

in 2012. “I am proud of my team because 
they’ve come a long way,” he said. “People 
don't realize that we work hard every day. 
We do have the talent, but we make every 
opponent dig deeper. We support one 
another all the way.”

The coach said that the recent success 
of both the men’s and women’s teams, as 
well as the new tennis complex, should 
help the program recruit more student-
athletes in the years to come.

(Sports Information contributed to this report.)

Young NCWC Baseball Team 
Struggled in Conference Play
By Joshua Meeks
Co-Sports Editor

After a long year of battling on the mound 
and at the plate, the North Carolina Wesleyan 
baseball team finished its season with an 
early exit in the USA South Conference tour-
nament.  Led by seven seniors, the Bishops 
strived to finish the year strong regardless of 
how anyone reads the record book.

The Bishops’ overall record stands at 
16-25-1 (2-10) but Head Coach Charlie Long 
likes how the team fought until the final pitch.

“My goal at the beginning of the year 
was for our team to be competitive in 
games and they were,” said Long.

The win column could look significantly 
different if the Bishops could have pulled out 
games that were close. The team lost 10 games 
by one run and four games by two runs. 

“Our youth showed up at times and also, there 
was some bad coaching,” said Long with a grin.  
“We have been on both sides when it comes to 
close games. When you’re going good, you seem 
to win all the close games but when you’re not, 
it’s a little tougher to pull out those wins.”

Long attributed the close games to 
good pitching and the good character he 
saw throughout his team.

“We really had guys on the team that were 
not only competitive but also never quiet,” said 
Long.  “This was one of my favorite teams I 
ever coached, just because we were so scrappy 
and we never gave up on each other. When we 
weren’t hitting the ball very well, our pitchers 
never got down on our guys because they 
knew, late in the game, our bats would come 
alive and we would have a chance.”

The Bishops played five games where a 
score could not be settled after nine innings. On 
April 5th, vs. Stevenson, the bats woke up in the 
ninth inning and the Bishops scored five runs. 
The only way the game could be stopped was 
darkness overtaking the field in the 12th inning.

“I don’t really understand why we couldn’t hit 
early in the game,” pondered catcher Tyler Clark.  
“For some reason, though, we would just start 
hitting when we needed it the most. Maybe we 
were more patient at the plate and we played our 
best when our backs were against the wall.”

The scrappiness the Bishops played with 
was appreciated not only by Long, but also 
the USA South as five players picked up 
honors. Of those players, senior right fielder 
Pat Laffin received first-team honors after 
leading the Bishops in conference play with 
his stick and his glove. Laffin batted a .372 to 
go along with a .472 on-base percentage, and 
he had a perfect a 1.000 fielding percentage.  

Receiving second-team honors was 
sophomore first baseman Will Beasley, who 
finished just behind Laffin in average batting 
at .370.  Honorable mention was nabbed by 
senior third baseman Andre Nichols, junior 
shortstop Jake Alexander and Clark, who led 
the team in RBIs with 31.

With Alexander and Clark returning at the 
top of the lineup and two-time USA South 
rookie of the week winner Hatteras Brooks 
back to tag team the top of the rotation with 
the power arm of senior Jake Swartout, the 
Bishops feel like they are close to regaining 
their 2010 conference championship form.

“I think we are going to be really good next 
year,” said Long. “I think we are just a few power 
arms and sticks away from being back on top.”

Long said the reason his team will 
reach the top would not just be because of 
dominant hitting, pitching, or coaching.

“I think experience will help us more than 
anything else,” Long explained. “We were 
young this year but now our guys have played 
together and should be ready to make a run. I told 
them early in the season after a loss that we can’t 
get too down on ourselves because that other 
team had been playing together for three years. 
This was our third game playing together so we 
needed time to start playing for each other.”

The team will find their leadership from 
Alexander, Clark and Swartout as the trio will 
be the only seniors on the field next spring. 
They will also bring back their top five ERA 
leaders and seven of their top nine hitters.

“Our goal next year, like this year, has to 
be a conference championship,” said Clark. 
“We need to be able to finish games and make 
sure we come out hitting from inning one. 
This year I tried to focus on getting hits when 
runners were in scoring position so I think we, 
as a team, need to do the same thing.”

Long seemed anxious to start the next 
season, already taking a long trip to the 
Northeast to start recruiting.

“I’m ready to see what these guys are made 
of,” said Long. “When you’re a freshman, a lot of 
the time you just try to impress the coach, which I 
think leads to competition. Hopefully these guys 
stay after it and continue to try to get better and 
we’ll have a pretty good season next year.”

The team feels that they have the right 
pieces to make a run. Maybe next year their 
maturity will show and they might be able 
to scrap together a conference championship.

  

Sports Pundits Look at NFL Draft, 
Peyton, and Head Hunters
By Patrick Laffin & Josh Meeks

(Editor’s Note: This column was prepared 

prior to the NFL draft.)

MEEKS:  With free agency shaping up 
and more importantly, especially for Colts 
and Redskins fans, with the draft just about 
here, it is time to talk some NFL football.  
There have been some big stories because 
of the Saints bounty fiasco, but anyone talk-
ing about the 2012 NFL season must first 
touch on Peyton Manning's departure from 
Indianapolis to Denver.  I think Manning, 
when healthy, is the best quarterback in the 
league.  He constantly has a rotating door at 
the receiver spots and he continues to win 
13 games with an average-at-best defense.  
The move to the Mile High city will 
instantly make the Broncos better; they won 
8 games and advanced to the second round 
of the playoffs with a guy who completed 
47% of his passes (this is not a typo).  If 
Peyton stays healthy and the defense plays 
well enough to keep games close, the 
Broncos will be a force in the AFC.

LAFFIN: I may be a little home team 
biased, but I believe the Patriots will be 
the best team in the NFL. I don’t know 
how anyone can seriously believe that 
the Patriots will not be a contender while 
they have number 12 at quarterback. With 
off-season acquisitions of Brandon Lloyd, 
Anthony Gonzalez, and Donte Stallworth 
adding to Brady's repertoire of receivers, 
it is obvious to me that the Patriots will 
be the best team in the NFL. The Patriots, 
like a lot of other teams, are relying heav-
ily on the draft to add depth and quality 
players to their roster. The draft this year 
features two highly praised quarterbacks 
in Robert Griffin III and Andrew Luck

MEEKS: Just a little home biased, this is 
where I throw in the Patriots haven't won 
a Super Bowl since spy-gate and last year 
they let Chad Henne throw for over 400 
yards against them. But like you said, the 
draft is here and it starts with Luck and 
RG3. I fell in love with Griffin when he 
was a freshman and I was the conductor 
of the bandwagon way before anyone was 
on it. He has everything, arm strength, 
accuracy (only 6 interceptions last year) 
and athleticism. So as a Dolphins fan--yes 
a Dolphins fan--I wanted them to trade 
up for him. Instead, we will probably get 
Ryan Tannehill from Texas A&M and I 
think it will be a huge mistake. But just 
like any other draft, no pick is a certain 
(except that New England will probably 
trade out of theirs).

LAFFIN: I don't know about either of 
the quarterbacks. In my mind I don't 
see how anyone can look at a college 
quarterback, no matter how dominating 
they are, and say that they are going to 
be a top quarterback in the pros. For 
instance, in 2006, both Matt Lienart and 
Vince Young were considered to be top 
"can’t miss" prospects, and look at how 
they played out in the draft. Another 
example is my guy Tom Brady, who 
was drafted in the 6th round with the 
199th overall pick, which most "experts" 
considered too high of a draft pick for 
his talent...look at how that turned out. 
With that being said, I believe that both 
Robert Griffin III and Andrew Luck were 
good college quarterbacks but I don’t 
think any team should gut itself just to 
draft one or the other.  

MEEKS: Well, we can both agree, since my 
team doesn't have one and yours does, that you 
have to have a quarterback to win in the NFL. 
You have to be able to throw the football on 
offense and rush the quarterback on defense. 
If you don't have these abilities, your team is 
going to be average at best. Since it is a passing 
league, the Browns pick at number four is the 
most interesting pick in the draft. They have 

Colt McCoy who is a giant question mark but 
he has never had any help around him. If the 
Browns don't trust him they could go Tannehill, 
a huge reach who shouldn't go in the top 10. 
If they want another year out of McCoy or 
want USC quarterback Matt Barkley next year, 
because the Browns will surely be picking in 
the top 5 again, they could get receiver Justin 
Blackmon from Oklahoma State or running 
back Trent Richardson from Alabama. I think 
they should go Richardson; Blackmon is not as 
big or as sure to be a threat the same way Calvin 
Johnson and Larry Fitzgerald were. Still, I hope 
they pick Tannehill so the Fins don't have to...

LAFFIN:  I think the Browns are going to 
take Trent Richardson. He is a franchise type 
running back who should easily get 25-30 
touches a game, which will balance the 
Brown's offense, possibly making McCoy 
more effective. I believe the Dolphins are 
going to take Tannehill as he is a possible 
franchise quarterback, and with a new head 
coach, it might be the perfect time for the 
Dolphins to start new with a new quarter-
back. The big news prior to the draft is more 
allegations against the Saints, this time for 
eavesdropping.  According to reports the 
Saints had the Superdome wired so they 
could listen to other team's play calls.  This 
report further tarnishes the Saint's name and 
makes one question their legitimacy.

MEEKS: Yeah, the Saints are going 
through really tough times right now. I really 
don't know how true the eavesdropping ac-
cusations are. It kind of reminds me of "The 
Little Giants" when the Giants yell through 
the vent into the other locker room that they 
are going to rip Spike's head off. The bounty 
program is a different story. I have a strong 
stance against paying players to hurt other 

players. That is now what the game is about. 
However, I think the game thrives on big 
hits. Linebackers like Dick Butkus and Ray 
Nitschke are in the Hall of Fame because 
they were big nasty dudes who threw people 
around and hurt guys. Greg Williams was 
just pumping his guys up before a game.  He, 
like any other defensive coordinator, would 
want his guys to rip Frank Gore's head off 
and the thought is old-school and tough. This 
is football, not soccer or competitive disco 
dancing. People need to get over themselves 
when saying that Williams should never be 
allowed to coach in the league again because 
he said things that are violent. Football isn't 
just a contact sport, it’s a collision sport and 
that's what puts people in the seats.

LAFFIN: I couldn't agree more, we 
are talking about professional football 
players, and they should be able to take a 
hit. With that being said I don't think any 
athlete at any level should go out with 
the intention of hurting another person or 
causing serious injury. All in all this NFL 
season is shaping up to be very interesting 
with Peyton in Denver, Tebow in New 
York, and an exciting draft...is it fall yet?

Softball Team Finishes 17-20

Golf Team 
Places 6th

Burlington––North Carolina Wesleyan's 
golf team wrapped up its 2011-12 season 
with a 6th-place showing at the USA South 
Conference Championships.

Freshman Lucas Norman once again led 
the Bishops with rounds of 74, 80 and 77 
to finish 13th among the field of 35 golfers.

The three-day event was held at the 
par-71 Stoney Creek Golf Club where, 
for the first time since 2002, Greensboro 
College captured the title. The Pride held 
off a late charge by Methodist to defeat 
the Monarchs by five strokes. Christopher 
Newport placed third while Averett was a 
close fourth. 

In addition to Norman, Allen-Michael 
Wilson tied USA South Rookie of the 
Year Andy Thorne with a three-day 238, 
while Stephen Bardswick finished just one 
stroke behind them. Darren Lau and Stefan 
Hauksson rounded out Wesleyan's scorers.

Norman's play in Burlington mirrors 
his solid performance at last week's Glenn 
Heath Memorial in Williamsburg, Va., 
where he carded rounds of 78 and 76 to 
finish 3rd. His performance earned the 
freshman the league's final Rookie of the 
Week honor of the season.

(Article courtesy of Sports Information)

By Bristy Parker

The Bishops softball team ended its season with a 
12-1 loss to Methodist at the USA South Conference 
tournament in mid-April.

While in Burlington for the double-elimination 
competition, senior first-baseman Meredith Mills 
picked up the second All-Conference honor of her 
career, after compiling a .357 batting average and 
a team-best 32 runs on the season. Sophomore 
second baseman Carly Creef was a Third-Team 
selection after leading the team in batting average 
(.406), hits (39) and sacrifice bunts (6).

Freshman outfielder Carla Matthews brought 
home recognition as an Honorable Mention. She 
accumulated a team-high of 5 homeruns and led in 
walks (19) and on-base percentage (.456).

Although the season did not end in their favor, the 
Bishops can say that it has stood out far more than 
recent ones. “This season was remarkably different 
than last year,” said shortstop Maria Seay. “We had 
a lot more talent and better attitudes on the field. But 
above all that, this team had a willingness to work 
hard and put our teammates before ourselves.”

Mills went on to say, “This is the best record 
we’ve had since I have been here. We had the most 
successful pitching although we only had two.”

Two young pitchers, Kelsi Bailey and the aptly 
named Leanna Fann, were workhorses on the mound 
for the Bishops. Fann, a sophomore, finished with an 
11-9 record, 135.1 innings pitched, a 2.38 earned run 
average and 64 strikeouts, while Bailey, a freshman, went 
6-11 with a 3.35 ERA and 49 Ks, in 106.2 innings.

Among the team’s 17 wins was the 400th of 
Coach John Brackett’s 21-year career. He said he’s 
been encouraged by the team’s improvement over the 
last year. “We were still a young team but we certainly 
made progress,” he said. “Sometimes we get lost 
in numbers, but I believe we got better because we 
progressed as a team. Our conference is so strong and 
we had a lot of close losses but we’ll take that next 
step and do what we did to use it for next year.”

Next year Brackett and his players would like to 
see more improvement at the plate and in the field. 

Seay thinks it comes down to discipline. 
Citing the mistakes made by the young Bishops 
team, Seay said, “Discipline will help us earn 
runs and make our opponents earn their runs as 
well.” Mills added that there is room for improve-
ment in fundamentals like “routine pop-flies, 
routine ground balls and even communication.”

Coach Brackett agreed. “Defensively, we’re a 
good team but unfortunately we had a tendency to 
make critical mistakes in games and that’s what came 
back to haunt us,” he said. “We need to be sharper 
and more consistent defensively and just be better.”

On offense, the coach said he was pleased with the 
team’s batting, but described it as inconsistent at key 
moments of a game. “As far as hitting, it comes and 
goes,” he said. “We hit the ball well for the most part but 
we need to work on timely hitting and clutch hitting.”

With its young pitching staff, sophomores starting 
in the middle infield, and a young outfield—there were 
three freshmen in the outfield for some games—the 
Bishops should be competitive in years to come.

(Sports Information contributed to this report.)

LAX Team 
Goes Winless

The NCWC lacrosse team suffered 
through another difficult campaign, 
losing all ten of its matches.

The highlight of the season came early 
when the team was edged, 8-7, by LaGrange 
College. But in the other nine matches, the 
Bishops lost by lop-sided margins.

The team yielded an average of 
16.5 goals per game, while scoring an 
average of 2.9.

Krissy Brannon led the Bishops in 
goals scored with 6, followed by fellow 
freshman Julia Smith (5) and senior 
Courtney Jamieson (4). Four players 
each netted four goals for NCWC.



each year,” she said, noting that most students 
wait too long, until their senior year or even 
after graduation.

Career development is not just preparing a 
resume for a job; she said it should involve a 
deliberate six-step process:
1: Self-assessment that uses a tool called 
FOCUS, which is available at the Career 
Services Office to every student.
2: Exploration of different careers, based on 
the self-assessment results.

3: Participation in volunteer and community 
services opportunities.
4: Information interviews with prospective 
employers/internship sites.
5: Internships.
6: Mock interviews.

Alexander stressed that students can improve 
their chances of finding internships and first 
jobs by taking advantage of the services offered 
by her office.
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On May 11, NC Wesleyan opens “The Dog Show” in the Mims Art Gallery of 

the Dunn Center. On exhibit will be paintings by four artists from around North 

Carolina: Clair Hartmann and Keith Norval, as well as NCWC faculty members 

Everett Adelman and Roger Drake.                                      Photo courtesy of E. Adelman

Tiffany Alexander, director of Internship 

and Career Services at NCWC. Wallace photo

Sophomore Christopher Knox has taken home several trophies from physique 

competitions in recent months. Among his many awards was a 1st-place over all in 

the junior division in the 2012 NPC North Carolina State Championships.    Wallace photo

College Deals with Increased Facebook Bullying
By Emily Bower & Anna Hart
Decree Staff Writers

An NCWC administrator has reported 
many instances of what could be consid-
ered cyber-bullying on social media sites 
such as Facebook and Twitter at Wesleyan. 
“Cyber-bullying is an electronic posting 
where a person is negatively talking about 
another, and there is no constructive inten-
tion to their posts,” said Steve Myszak, 
assistant vice president for Student Affairs 
and director of Residence Life.

Most students do not post to intentionally 
hurt another, but feel that their need to 
express themselves outweighs the damage 
that can be caused. “Students don’t know or 
care what their words can do,” said Myszak, 
who, in turn, invites students to express 
themselves in a safe environment, “one that 
will not follow them for the rest of their 
lives. I’ve even encouraged them to come to 
my office to ‘talk, swear, cry or whatever.’”

Myszak provided a few common 
examples of Facebook bullying: Mak-
ing fun of a fellow student’s weight, 
clothing, hair style or general appear-
ance; describing a peer as sexually pro-
miscuous; teasing or harassing a peer 
about his/her sexual orientation; and 
“vicious name calling.” Sometimes, he 
said, students will “Facebook” photos 
of “giving the finger,” with “mes-
sages of disrespect” directed toward 
individuals or organizations.

“On-line bullying is part of student 
life,” Myszak said, “so much so that I 
don’t believe students realize they’re 
doing it when they post on Twitter or 

relate a story on Facebook.”
Often, Myszak noted, students do not 

know the peer they’re attacking. “It’s easy 
to be mean to someone you don’t know 
and do not have to have a conversation 
with about your words,” he said.

Myszak said that egregious cases of 
bullying have resulted in judicial action 
taken by the college. Punishments 
have ranged from reflection essays to 
community service. In many cases, the 
perpetrator must meet with Myszak 
and write a letter of apology to the 
victimized individual or group.

Leslie Veach, director of Counsel-
ing & Disability Services, said a 
growing number of students bring up 
issues related to social media in their 
counseling sessions. She said that 
college students consider “social media 
as important––almost vital––in their 
relationships with others. I’ve had a 
number of folks talk about feeling hurt 
by others’ ‘posts’ or ‘status updates’ on 
Facebook and other social media sites.”

Veach said that posts sometimes 
include comments on videos or 
photographs. “Often the person’s name 
is not listed, but they say they can tell it 
is about them,” said Veach, who added, 
“More often, I hear folks talking about 
arguing via text or social media.”

Around campus students shared their 
own definitions of cyber-bullying. “Post-
ing pictures or words about people that 
don’t concern you could be considered 
online bullying,” stated Brittany Wills. 

Fred Lemongo thinks that “making bad 

things about a person public, or posting 
anything that a person doesn’t want anyone 
else to see online” is a type of bullying that 
is growing. “And it is harmful because 
once those comments or pictures are posted 
online, they’re there forever,” he said. “You 
might be able to delete it, but who knows 
if somebody saved a certain picture or has 
records of what a person said.”

Some have seen or experienced on-
line bullying themselves. Wills stated 
that online bullying had impacted 
both her and her friends. “People do it 
because they know that others will see 
it,” she said. “It’s a public form of bul-
lying that doesn’t occur face-to-face.”

Rebekah Cain knew of a high school 
classmate who was bullied. “It affected 
other aspects of her school and social life,” 
she said. “It’s a sneakier way of bullying” 
because it avoids direct confrontation. 

Lemongo stated that he had 
witnessed friends get in a physical alter-
cation because of pictures posted online. 
“People get mad and ask for the posts to 
be removed,” he said, “but sometimes it 
results in physical violence.”

Taylor Johnson, a sophomore, said 
that she doesn’t take online posting 
seriously. “I always assume that people 
are joking,” she said. “Even if a person 
makes statements about another per-
son’s sexual orientation, the way they 
dress, or stuff like that, I’ve never seen 
comments like that followed up outside 
of the Internet, or known of them to 
seriously hurt someone’s feelings.”

Senior Christine Keen also disagreed 
that bullying is a problem. She said that 
she has seen “people spat and argue back 
and forth, but I think that I’m past that teen 
and young adult age group that resorts to 
dealing with problems on Facebook.”

Myszak stated that a majority of 
online bullying cases he has seen here 
involve women. “Men and women 
communicate differently,” he said. 
“Women like to get other people 
involved to validate their thinking or 
reasoning behind what they’re doing.”

He also said that cyber-bullying is not 
confined to a certain class, but occurs 
with people of all ages in all places. 
“This issue is not specific to Wesleyan––
it’s a problem everywhere,” he said. 

Researchers Carol Walker, Beth 
Rajan Sockman, and Steven Koehn have 
completed a preliminary study on the effects 
of on-line bullying. They found that victims 
report symptoms that may include drinking 
alcohol, smoking, depression, and low 
academic commitment. Bullying can also 
take multiple forms. In this study, conducted 
in early 2011, it was shown that insults made 
up 66 percent of bullying incidents, followed 
by threats (27 percent),  and the posting of 
embarrassing pictures (18 percent). 

Of respondents to their survey, 
one-fifth reported experiencing online 
bullying repeatedly, while 72 percent 
admitted to having been bullied at least 
once in the past year. 

Many states are taking action in 
dealing with the growing issue of 
cyber-bullying. In March 2010, parts 
of California determined that “online 
threats against a student were not 
protected speech and allowed a civil law 
suit against the alleged perpetrators, their 
parents, and school officials to proceed.” 

Here at Wesleyan, Myszak is continuing 
to work toward helping students hold 
themselves and others accountable. “It’s 
important to let students know that they 
can talk to staff and faculty to help monitor 
the situation,” he said. “But how do you 
teach somebody to care?”

New Career Services Director 
Tries to Reach More Students
By Gloria Arizpe
Decree Staff Writer

When a student asks about internships and 
resume critiquing, the answer will always be Tif-
fany Alexander. As the new Director of Internship 
and Career Services, Alexander takes pride in 
helping create career opportunities for students.

Alexander’s undergraduate degree was in 
child development/family relations from Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania, and though she “loved 
working with little ones,” she eventually decided that 
what she really wanted to do was work with college 
students. “I felt I could truly make a difference with 
these students to help them succeed in their upcom-
ing careers,” said Alexander, a Pittsburgh native, 
who went on to earn a masters in higher education 
administration from the University of Pittsburgh.

Randy Williams, vice president of Student 
Affairs, feels that Alexander has done a “commend-
able” job with her department. He praised her “skills 
and determination” in trying to provide Wesleyan 
students with attractive job opportunities.

 In assisting students like seniors Madonna 
Ware and Katherine Halstead, Alexander strives 
to give one hundred percent of her time to the 
students. “I am always on the phone talking 
with businesses in hopes of giving the students 
more internship opportunities,” she said.  

Ware received a position at Draka World 
Headquarters after Alexander called the company 
during the fall semester. “I do owe Tiffany a lot of 
credit for my internship,” Ware said. “If it wasn't 
for her, I wouldn't be in the position I am right 
now for a promotion.”

Halstead said that Alexander critiqued her 
resume. “She did help me a lot with my resume, 
making sure I put in information about my skills that 
I was missing,” she said, noting that Alexander is 
very detailed oriented. After Alexander’s tweaking, 
Halstead sent out a resume that landed a recent job 
interview. “I’m excited!” Halstead said.

Besides critiquing resumes and trying to 
identify possible internships for her students, 
Alexander attends professional development 
workshops in her field, gives presentations on 
campus, and networks with companies on and 
off campus. She reports that a considerable part 
of her day is dedicated to sending and responding 
to emails. She admits that emailing is her least 
favorite part of the job. “There are always so 
many,” she said.

Her job is made challenging by the fact that 
she is a one-person department. “Though this 
is a problem I have had to face since the begin-
ning,” she said, “it has taught me to prioritize 
and focus on one particular area at a time.” 

Asked to assign herself a grade so far, 
Alexander gave herself a B. She said she wants 
to reach more students. She believes that the 
student body is aware of her services, but she’s 
flummoxed by the low utilization rate. “I just 
don’t know why they don’t come,” she said.

Alexander works very hard to reach out to the 
students. Besides conducting on-campus workshops 
and giving presentations in classes, she sends out 
daily emails about internship and job opportunities, 
and she makes herself available for both appoint-
ments and walk-ins at her Hardees Building office.

When students do seek her assistance, 
they’re always grateful for the help, 
Alexander said. “When students come back 
to my office to tell me they love their new 
job, or when they just come to say thank you, 
it’s a really great feeling,” she said.

Alexander believes students should begin 
career development as soon as possible. “It’s 
very important and should start when you’re 
a freshman in college and continue through 

Dorm Visitation Policy: 
Changes Are Coming
By Sara Sims
Decree Staff Writer

“The rules suck!” was the first reaction many 
students gave when asked about visitation rules 
in the dorms.  Many students think it is time for 
a change, and Director of Residence Life Steve 
Myszak has a plan in mind.

The current policy is described in the student 
handbook, pages 43-44. Among the most contro-
versial aspects of the policy is the following rule:

“Students may entertain guests of the opposite 
sex in their rooms during the hours listed below: 
Sunday through Thursday 9 a.m. to midnight
Friday and Saturday 9 a.m. to 2 a.m.”

Kristina Hill, a sophomore, feels too regulated 
under the current policy. “We’re adults in college 
and we’re treated like little kids with some of the 
rules,” said Hill, who lived in Boddie Hall during the 
past year.  She agreed that her residence hall doesn’t 
have the strictest enforcement of the rules and she is 
glad to live there. But she also noted the recent thefts 
in other dorms and wondered if changes in the rules 
would lead to an increase in thefts.

Lindsay Cicero, an Edgecombe Hall resident, 
thinks she lives in the most stringent female dorm. 
“They’re very strict and they always make sure people 
are out of the rooms when it’s time,” Cicero said. The 
sophomore agrees with the majority of students who 
think the rules are outdated and need to change.  

Logan Tollison shared Cicero’s frustration 
about Edgecombe. “I know the rules and I 
don’t like them,” she said. “We’re adults who 
should be able to make some adult decisions.”

Tollison called on the college to implement new rules. 
She feels that students should be able to host overnight 
guests on weekends and that weekday hours should be 
extended. “Sometimes on a weeknight I can’t finish a 
movie with someone because they came over too late 
and then they have to leave by midnight,” she said.

Transfer sophomore Taylor Babe Johnson came 
to Wesleyan this semester from Peace College. She 
explained that NCWC’s rules are similar to those at 
Peace, so she was used to them. “I think the rules are 
more relaxed here than at Peace,” said the Collins 
resident, who added that her father is a firefighter and that 
she understands some of the rules need to be enforced for 
safety reasons. “Because of my Dad’s job, I get why there 
is a limit to the number of people allowed in the rooms.”  

Some students hold contradictory opinions 
about the rules. Terrance Hooks, a Collins resident, 
thinks that the current rules are just fine. “It sets 
boundaries for the students,” he said. “Then you 
know who is in the building and where they are.”

But the junior did question one rule following 
a recent incident in Collins. “I was on the first 
floor hanging out with my friends and at midnight 
the R.A. comes in and asks me to go back to my 
room,” recalled Hooks, who was unaware that 
he had to leave friends in his own building 
because he was on the women’s floor. 

Reginald Auls agreed with Hooks about 
the current visitation rules in the dorms. The 
sophomore expressed concern about possible rule 

changes. “I heard the rules are changing and I don’t 
think they will work,” the Nash resident said. “I 
think people will take advantage; things will get out 
of control and be loud. It could just lead to chaos.”

Auls pointed out that students break the rules now. “I 
think the current rules should stay,” he said. “You don’t know 
who from off campus will be coming here, or who may get 
angry and bring others back just to escalate an argument.” 

In a recent interview Myszak described changes now in 
the works. Among the most significant is that the college will 
allow 24/7 visitation in Nash, Collins, Boddie and Centura 
residence halls as well as the college’s new townhouses on 
the north side of campus. Edgecombe and Petteway will 
continue to operate under the current policy, Myszak said.

He added that he’s working on details of the new 
policy, such as roommate contracts, log-in procedures, 
rules for escorting guests, and the like. “There will be 
some limitations,” Myszak stated, noting that if abuse 
occurs, privileges can be taken from individual rooms, 
floors or residence halls. “Along with the new rules 
comes more responsibility from the students and more 
severe consequences if rules are broken.” 

In a related move, Myszak announced that 
Nash will become an all-female dorm, while 
Collins will be all male.

He said that Residence Life and Dean Randy 
Williams hope to present the changes for President 
Gray’s approval in late May. “Both Randy and I 
feel hopeful it will be approved,” he said.

Ten-Minute Play 
Winners Announced

Vivian Brown won the annual “Ten-Minute Play” 
competition with a submission titled “My Master, Oh 
Master!” She received the $100 first prize.

Organized by Roger Drake, professor of theatre, the 
contest featured blind judging by a panel of NC Wesleyan 
faculty members. This year students were asked to submit 
scripts on a theme of pets and pet ownership.

Other top plays were:
2nd: “A Boy and His Rock” by Katherine Crickmore, $50
3rd: “The Apology” by Michael Taylor, $25

4th: “Percy” by Michael Taylor, $15

5th: “New Dog on the Block” by Andrew Herring, $10

San Jose Named 
Top Place to Eat

San Jose Restaurant was named the top 
sit-down restaurant in an informal poll of 
Decree staff writers.

In the polling of 16 staffers, the 
Mexican eatery, located in the Wal-mart 
shopping center, earned 24 total points, 
to edge Olive Garden (22 points) and the 
Japanese steakhouse Ichiban (20).

Joshua Meeks ranked San Jose as his top 
choice. His favorite menu item is the enchi-
lada del puerto. “It’s a ten-inch tortilla filled 
with rice, chicken and the best chorizo I have 
ever had,” he said. “The entire enchilada is 
drenched in a white cheese sauce, which is 
also great for chips and dipping.”

Bristy Parker enjoys the fun atmosphere 
at San Jose, which she called a “great place 
to go any night with friends.” Her favorite 
dish is the combination burritos, served with 
rice and beans. “The chips and salsa are also 
really good!” she added.

John Kostet, a native of Sweden, visits San 
Jose to indulge his passion for Mexican cuisine. 
“It’s always good and very cheap,” he said.

In the survey, Decree staff members 
were asked to identify their three favorite 
sit-down restaurants in Rocky Mount. 
Five points were awarded for a top choice, 
three for a second and one for a third.

Other top vote-getters include: 
Outback Steakhouse and Chili’s, with 
14 total points apiece. Hibachi Sushi N 
Supreme Buffet finished with 9 points, 
while Red Lobster gained 8, and Cracker 
Barrel and The Grill both had 6.


