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Contested Elections 
For Wesleyan’s SGA

SGA elections are in progress, with 
winners to be announced by April 1, 
current board members announced.

Running for president are three juniors––
Jamie McClease, Megan Simpson and the 
current SGA secretary, John Williamson.

The winner will succeed Jacob Strick-
land, who has served an unprecedented 
three consecutive years in office.

The other contested race is for vice 
president, with Erick Higginbotham and 
Marcus Wright as the declared candidates.

Unopposed are Vivian Brown 
for treasurer and Sharise Jones for 
secretary.

Carl Lewis, NC Wesleyan’s faculty athletic representative, accepts the college’s 

first ever All-Sports Trophy for men’s athletics from Rita Wiggs, commissioner of 

the USA South Athletic Conference. See article on page 3.                       SI photo.

Cost of Wesleyan Education To Rise 6.88 Percent
Leila Heinonen  
Decree Staff Writer

NCWC will increase tuition and room 
and board 6.88 percent for 2011-12, 
pushing the total costs from $30,940 to 
$33,070 per year.

Total educational fees will rise 8 
percent, with 5.17 percent of that increase 
going toward tuition and 2.83 percent 
financing a new textbook program. Room 
rates will increase 3.43 percent and board, 
3.9 percent, college officials announced. 

The increase is the highest in three 
years. President Gray said he was not 
happy to announce the increase but 
believes that it will improve the college 
and the student learning experience. “Our 
mission is to provide a better school 
every semester,” he said. 

According to President Gray, NCWC 
is going through many changes and 
improvements to become the “America’s 
next great college.” One of the big 
changes next year is to include the cost 
of books in the tuition fee. Wesleyan is 
going to purchase books for students and 
rent them each semester. “It has become 
a problem that students don’t buy books 
or they get them too late,” said President 
Gray. “It’s our responsibility to provide 
tools to learn.” The book charge per 
semester is $325, calculated into the 
tuition increase. 

President Gray emphasized that 
NCWC is not the only school that has 
increased tuition. Mount Olive College 
and Barton College both are increasing 
the tuition as well, he said.

According to Jazmine Wheeler, a 
Barton College admissions counselor, the 
tuition will increase 5.2 percent next year. 
And according to Tiffany Grandi, Mount 

Olive College admissions counselor, their 
tuition will increase 5 percent.

President Gray noted that the national 
recession is still affecting Wesleyan and its 
students. “Our cost goes up every year, and we 
also want to improve the campus,” said Gray. 

According to President Gray and Vice 
President of Finance Loren Loomis-
Hubbell, the school will improve in many 
ways. The plan is to replace carpeting 
and conduct other renovations to some 
sections of the residence halls, improve 
the cafeteria, upgrade technology, 
enhance class room environments, as 
well as providing textbooks.

Some Wesleyan students were not 
pleased about the tuition increase. Some 
international students said that they will 
now face problems with financing their 
studies next year. “I’m already struggling 
to pay the tuition this year and I don’t 
know if I can afford to come back next 
semester,” said junior Kristin Seidel, 

who’s from Germany.
Swedish student Jakob Aronsson 

agreed with Seidel. “The tuition increase 
doesn’t sound good, and it will definitely 
affect my decision to come back,” he said. 

Tija Riley thinks that many students will 
not come back or will transfer because they 
can’t afford to attend Wesleyan. She added 
that she would like to see where the money 
goes. “It’ll be tough to pay the increase but 
I want to finish my degree,” said Riley.

Junior Justin Wolf thinks that the 
school is overpriced. He said he’ll be able 
to pay the tuition next semester, “but it 
will hurt in the long run, because I have to 
pay all my student loans back,” he said.  

 President Gray has faith in NCWC 
and believes that the college can be 
“America’s next top school.” Emphasiz-
ing the importance of education, the 
president said he feels that it is a smart 
investment. “It’s worth it,” he said. 

Students Receive New 
Option in Wesleyan Villas
By Leila Heinonen
Decree Staff Writer

The pink Wesleyan Villas sign 
welcomes you to the new clean 
neighborhood, north of campus. The 
front sides of the light yellow and beige 
townhouses are packed with students’ 
cars. I ring the doorbell while admiring 
the fresh light yellow paint on the walls 
and the beautiful front porch. Melanie 
Rhodes welcomes me in. I am facing 
the large open space with a chestnut 
colored hardwood floor and a new big 
kitchen with granite countertops. The 
big windows on both sides of the house 
create natural bright light to the kitchen 
and living room area. The furniture 
was still missing but the baby grips 
and car seats catch my eye. Rhodes 
tells me that there are six students and 
two babies, 9- and 18-month-old girls, 
living in this townhouse.  

According to Steve Myszak, director 
of residence life, there are 17 students 
living at Wesleyan Villas. There are 
three different townhouses: one is hous-
ing six male students, the second has six 
female students and two babies, and the 
last one consists of five female students. 
There were more than 35 applicants 
but only 17 of them were chosen. “We 
didn’t really have any particular criteria 
but we emphasized the GPA, number of 
credit hours, and their classification,” 
said Myszak. “We wanted to get the 
commuters back to campus area.” 

Commuters Rhodes, Jessica Jackson, 
Nicole Drake, and Malaika Mussa 
moved back on campus for a number 
of reasons. “I moved here because of 
the easy access to school, work, and 
everything I need,” said Rhodes, “and 
it is cheaper to live here than renting an 
apartment alone in Rocky Mount, and 
paying utilities.”  Mussa agreed with 
Rhodes: “I moved here because I lived 
in Goldsboro and it was really expen-
sive to drive back and forth or rent an 
apartment alone.” The commuters were 
also promised $1,000 towards their 
financial aid if they return to campus. 
“The townhouses are nice because it’s 
included in financial aid and you do not 
necessarily have to cough up money 
every month,” said Drake. 

Jakob Aronsson, Morten Granan, 
Kieran Bertsch, and Brittany Holiday 
agreed that the Wesleyan Villas are 
better compared to dorms. Bertsch 
wanted to move away from the dorms 
but still be able to socialize and have 
fun with roommates. “And of course to 
get away from the caf food,” he said. 
The students at Wesleyan Villas are 
required to get the commuter meal plan 
of 50 meals for $260 instead of the full 
meal plan for $2,050 which is manda-
tory for the dorm residents. “We save 
a lot of money because we don’t have 
to pay for the full meal plan at school,” 
said Bertsch. Holiday was glad to move 
out of the dorms. “Dorms were noisy 

and full of drama,” she said. “I couldn’t 
study or eat at the caf.” 

The town houses have two and a half 
bathrooms, one master suite, and three 
bedrooms upstairs. They are spacious 
and bright because of the open floor 
plan and big windows. There are two 
different types of rooms: single rooms 
that cost $2,635 and double rooms for 
$2,550 per semester, including utilities. 
For the dorms, the single room rate is 
$2,350 and double room rate is $1,895. 
Even if it looks like living in the villas is 
more expensive, the students save a lot 
of money when they are not required to 
take the full meal plan.  

Rhodes is sharing the master suite 
downstairs with Drake. “I really like my 
room, and especially the bathroom includ-
ing the hot tub,” said Rhodes. Bertsch also 
enjoys the master room in his place. “I love 
our room. It’s spacious,” he said, “and the 
walk-in-closet is really big but I guess it’s 
more important for girls than for guys.”

 Jessica Jackson and Malaika 
Mussa wanted to have the single rooms 
because they both have baby girls living 
with them. “I have an 18-month-old 
daughter so I wanted to get the single 
room for us,” said Jackson. Mussa is 
also happy that school provides the 
opportunity for the mothers to live with 
their kids. “It would be great if we could 
have one whole house for students who 
are also mothers,” she said. 

 It is not a surprise that all the students 
enjoy living at Wesleyan Villas. “I really 
like living here,” said Rhodes, “especially 
the home feeling.” Rhodes is also happy 
to have polite and friendly roommates. 
“I really like the girls, and especially the 
kids,” she said. “I have grandchildren so I 
love to be around kids.” 

All the students were excited about 
having their own kitchen, where they 
can cook and hang out together. “We 
cook a lot in this kitchen,” said Mussa. 
“Sometimes we cook and eat together 
with our friends.” Bertsch, Aronsson and 
Granan emphasized the flexibility. “We 
have more flexibility when to eat and what 
to eat,” Bertsch said. “At the caf there 
are strict eating times and not that many 
dinner options,” he said. Granan added, 
“We also have a great group of guys living 
here and it makes it more fun.” 

Even if the life at Wesleyan Villas 
looks new and exciting, there have been 
some problems with the houses, rules, and 
the neighbors. As late as mid February, 
students were complaining about the miss-
ing living room furniture and appliances.

In a more recent interview, Myszak 
reported that it took up to eight weeks 
to obtain the custom-designed furniture 
needed for the town houses. He said 
that he was notified late last semester of 
the finalized plans to move Wesleyan 
students into the Villas.

See VILLAS pg 4

Bishoops Take USA-S Tourney, 
Season Comes to End in NCAAs
By Kevin Quicker 
Decree Sports Writer

One member on the USA South 
all-conference first team, two 
members on the all-conference 
second team, conference coach of 
the year, regular-season conference 
champions, conference tournament 
champions and a trip to the NCAA 
tournament.  This was the impres-
sive resume of the NC Wesleyan 
men’s basketball team for the 2010-
11 season.  

The team finished with a 21-7 
record over all and an 11-1 mark 
in the conference.  The Bishops 
took advantage of their home court, 
winning all 14 of their games at 
Everett Gymnasium. But their hopes 
of a NCAA championship ended in 
the first round against Franklin and 
Marshall as the team lost by a score 
of 69-56 in Norfolk, Va.

Junior Matt Dougherty (15.3 ppg) 
was selected as a member of the 
USA South all-conference first team, 
juniors Alex Murray (12.4 ppg) and 
Domarius Thomas (14.1 ppg) were 
on the second team, Ric Yarbrough 
was placed on the all-sportsmanship 
team, and head coach John Thomp-
son was the USA South coach of 
the year for the second consecutive 
season. Thomas was chosen the 
MVP of the conference tournament.

Coach Thompson saw the poten-
tial in his team early on. “As soon as 
the first practice began, I knew we 
could become the team we were,” 
said Thompson. “We were always 
evolving and getting better every 

day and we became a great team by 
the end of the season.”

This Wesleyan team achieved two 
“firsts”––the first Wesleyan men’s 
hoops team to win back-to-back 
regular season champions and the 
first to claim both the regular season 
and the conference tournament titles. 

It was not an easy road for the 
Bishops. The preseason poll pre-
dicted Wesleyan would finish fifth 
in the conference. On hearing that, 
Murray wanted to prove the doubters 
wrong.  “I knew we had a good 
team before the season started.”  he 
said. “With the great teammates I 
have, I knew we could play against 
anyone.”  And that they did, beating 
last year’s tournament champions 
Christopher Newport twice and 
beating preseason-favorites Ferrum 
two of three times. After losing 
their first meeting with Ferrum on 
the road, the Bishops claimed the 
regular season title by winning their 
season finale, 74-71, as Dougherty 
hit a last-minute three-pointer from 
the left flank. Then, in the confer-
ence tournament title game, the 
Bishops vanquished the Panthers in 
overtime, 74-70, after the team blew 
a fourth-quarter lead.

The Bishops’ dream season ended 
in the first round of the NCAA tour-
nament to Franklin and Marshall. 
“It’s always tough to lose your last 
game of the year,” Thompson said. 
“Franklin and Marshall was a solid 
team and we weren’t as sharp on 
offense like we were all year.”

Murray believes that nerves af-
fected the Bishops early in the game. 
“Being in the tournament was very 
exciting,” he said. “Adrenaline and 
nerves affected our young team but 
we were able to settle down as the 
game went on. What we gave just 
wasn’t enough.”

Next year, with all their starters 
and a total of nine juniors return-
ing, the Bishops look to repeat as 
conference champs and play farther 
into the NCAAs. There is plenty of 
optimism. “We have high expecta-
tions for next season,” Thompson 
said.  We will come back better next 
year than we are now.  We are very 
determined and hungry to make that 
next step.”

Taal Appointed 
Soccer Coach
By Decree Staff

Frankie Taal has been named men’s soccer 
coach at NC Wesleyan following the an-
nouncement that Jason Kilby has accepted the 
head position at Mary Washington University 
in Virginia.

“He’ll do a tremendous job. He knows 
the ins and outs. He’s been instrumental in 
building our program,” Kilby said of Taal, 
adding that his long-time assistant has been 
“like a family member. I’ll miss him.”

Taal, a native of Gambia, has been an 
assistant for the past seven seasons. Prior to 
joining Wesleyan, he was an assistant coach 
for the Bethany College men’s team. He 
served two seasons as head women’s coach at 
Bethany, his alma mater in West Virginia.

During his playing career, Taal was a 
two-time Presidents’ Athletic Conference 
all-conference selection. He was a member of 
the Bisons’ 1994 national championship team.

Kilby leaves after nine seasons at the 
helm of the Bishops. His teams have posted 
a 120-43-13 overall record. Last season, the 
Bishops won the regular season USA South 
championship with a 5-0-1 record, including 
a 3-2 upset victory on October 13 against rival 
Christopher Newport, which was then ranked 
number one in the country. The Bishops lost to 
CNU, 3-1, in the conference tournament, and 
failed to gain an at-large bid to the NCAAs 
despite its 13-4-2 overall record.

Under Kilby, the team’s most impressive 
season was 2007, when the Bishops––
ranked number two in the nation for most
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Frankie Taal will now lead the NCWC 

men’s soccer team.                   SI photo



North Carolina Wesleyan College, Rocky Mount, North Carolina 278042

NEWS & OPINION

March 31, 2011

Senior Staff Writers
 Rodney Holley, John Kostet, 

Alyson Matarazzo

Staff Writers
Michael Billinger, Georgettae  

Fields-Turrentine, Jacqi Flynn, Alvin 

Hare, Leila Heinonen, Ashley Mead-

ows, Joshua Meeks, Bristy Parker, 

Kevin Quicker, Melanie Rhodes, 

Kandyse Shaw, Jacob Strickland, 

Amadou Taal, Jessie Tamez

Cartoonist
Lorenzo Whitley

Staff Photographers
Claudricia Thomas
Lorenzo Whitley

Special Contributors
Matthew Esterline

Carl Lewis

Jackie Lewis

Grace Wallace

Faculty Advisor
Dr. William Grattan

(ext 5336)
171 Braswell • Phone: 985-5336
Email: WJGrattan@ncwc.edu

Copyright Policy
The Decree holds the copyright of every article 

and graphic for one-time and future 

publication at the discretion of the editorial 

board. Submission implies agreement with this 

policy.

Editorial Statement
Commentary/opinion and letters to the editor 

represent the individual author’s views, and 

not necessarily those of North Carolina 

Wesleyan College, the Decree  

staff or the Decree advisor.

Submissions
To suggest an article, or submit an opinion 

piece or letter to the editor, send an email 

attachment (Microsoft Word) to: WJGrat-

tan@ncwc.edu. Note that the Decree staff 

checks all submissions for accuracy and 

edits in accordance with acceptable grammar 

and punctuation as well as AP Style.

Corrections
The Decree corrects mistakes of substance.  

If you would like to request a correction, send 

an email to WJGrattan@ncwc.edu, 

or call 985-5336

THE DECREE
since 1960 “of, by, and for the Wesleyan community.”

sTA F F

Issue In-Focus 1: The Next SGA Administration
Question: The student body is about to elect a new SGA president and board. What are 

the top three goals you would like to see the new administration set?
Alvin Hare
What are the top three goals of the 

next SGA administration? That’s a good 
question. I think a top priority should be 
more student activities that won’t cost an 
arm and a leg. I know that money is tight, 
but maybe the college can get creative or 
can ask for a student vote on the activities 
the school can provide with the new bud-
get. Another goal is that I think somehow, 
some way, the SGA should advocate for 
students who need work-study jobs. Many 
students are eligible for work-study but 
there is a lack of jobs. SGA might explore 
the possibility of expanding the job catego-
ries. The last goal is to improve the food 
at the school. It is now getting to the point 
I think I paid for a meal plan for nothing 
because from lunch to dinner, on a daily 
basis, the food served either lacks taste or 
tastes bad. I wish we had a variety of food 
every day. That would be wonderful.

 Leila Heinonen 
The top three goals for the next SGA 

board are to inform the students about 
SGA, engage them to take part in it, 
and improve the student activity rate at 
school. I think it is important that SGA 
informs the students about their meetings 
and how everyone can be part of it. It 
is important that the students would 
know what SGA is, what the purpose of 
it is and how to be part of it. That way, 
they would get more students engaged/
involved in it—more students have more 
power to change things on campus. It is 
vital that the students want to make the 
improvements and be part of it. I think the 
new SGA board should also concentrate 
on the student body, and how to improve 
the student life. There have been improve-
ments in student activities, but they 
should continue developing it more. 

Rodney Holley
The new SGA president’s first goal 

should be to represent the student body. 
Students’ voices need to be heard and 
taken into account. Without the students’ 
support, the new SGA administration 
probably wouldn’t last long. Branch-
ing off the first goal, the second goal 
should be to connect the students and 
administration to truly make Wesleyan 
a community. There seems to be a 
distrust on the students’ part toward the 
college and this needs to be resolved if 
Wesleyan hopes to retain its students. 
The third goal should be to think 
outside the box. I think the new SGA 
president should help organize concerts 
that showcase local talent (Wesleyan 
students and NC residents). This goal 
could help bring the campus to life, as 
many students complain about nothing 
happening. 

Joshua Meeks
I think that the most important goal 

for the next SGA Board is to be visible 
to the students. Many students have no 
idea what SGA even is, let alone see 
what their intentions are. I think that 
if the students see that the people who 
represent them are doing things that 
are collectively in the students’ best 
interests, then it might cause the student 
body to become more involved in school 
functions. Secondly, I think the next SGA 
Board needs to relate to the students 
better, asking students for input on things 
they want done. SGA is the student 
voice but since most students don’t 
even know who or what SGA is, I feel 
even its existence is moot. SGA needs 
to reach out to the students and find 
what the students want. SGA will then 
have a better chance of representing the 
students. Finally, the SGA needs to find a 
way to build a better relationship with the 
administration. For some reason, there is 
a feeling that the administration is a large, 
abstract figure that does not connect 
with the students and is seen more as an 
enforcer of its rules and regulations than 
a body that is here for the students in the 
attempt to “create the nation’s next great 
college.”  I think there needs to be better 
communication between administration 

and the students, a conscious effort to 
bridge a gap so that we—faculty, staff, 
administration and students—can get the 
best out of the college.  Students want to 
know why tuition is going up at the rate it 
is and what the money is being spent on. 
SGA should take the initiative to improve 
the relationships among all of us.

Kevin Quicker
The first goal of the new SGA board is 

to make events on campus more known 
to the student body.  Whenever there is 
a concert or some sort of dance, a lot 
of students are unaware of these events 
going on. More signs around campus 
could help this problem. The second goal 
is to push to tighten up security inside of 
the dorms. Students’ valuables get stolen 
every year without the culprits getting 
caught. Setting up security cameras in 
the hallways will significantly decrease 
the thefts in the dorms. The third goal 
for the SGA is to try to change food 
services on campus.  The food during 
my time at Wesleyan has always been 
subpar, and many students can attest to 
this.  Sodexo has been trying to improve 
by adding healthier foods, but the taste 
has not improved. The SGA should seek 
improvement from this company or try 
to get it changed completely.

Issue In-Focus 2: The Capital Campaign & Campus Improvements
Question: The college has embarked on a major capital campaign. What should be the number-one priority as far as campus facilities?

Michael Billinger
I think that the top priority should be 

to improve the heating/air conditioning in 
the residence halls. There have recently 
been some issues with not having hot 
water, and some students’ heat not work-
ing in their rooms. These are things that 
the students should not have to deal with, 
considering that we pay over $30,000 
a year to attend this private institution. 
Imagine buying something that did not 
deliver what it was supposed to. That is 
almost how it feels sometimes. It would 
also be nice if the dorms could be remod-
eled; given the state of the economy, and 
the school in particular, I doubt that will 
happen in the near future. The campus 
beautification was a great idea, and the 
president did a great job of focusing 
on the college’s outward appearance. 
Now the focus should be improving the 
inward appearance. It’s like a car dealer 
cleaning a car up to sell it to someone, 
while there are still problems with the 
engine. I understand that this institution 
is a business, but we should be selling 
quality to our buyers to ensure that their 
experiences reach their full potential.   

Alvin Hare
Let’s all be honest with ourselves. 

The school has made its mark in 
athletics with all the teams making big 
improvements. I think it’s safe to say 
the student body is dominated by ath-
letes that have come here to play sports 
and be a NCWC Battling Bishop. I 
feel that our fine baseball team has a 
great field, and the basketball team 
has a great gym to host its games. The 
football team has been left out and I 
think they deserve a stadium. If we’re 
talking about improvements, they are 
the most improved team at NCWC and 
the school and student body have a lot 
of pride when it comes to that team. 
They win the conference about every 
year and every year put out a winning 
season. The least the school could do 
is say their efforts have not gone un-
noticed and build them a great stadium 
to call their home.

Leila Heinonen
The top priorities should be to improve 

the dorms, classrooms, and programs. The 
dorms really need some major improve-
ments. The college should renovate the 
existing ones; new bathrooms and new 
furniture would improve the look. By 
doing this, the school would have more 
students interested of staying on campus. 
NCWC should also improve some of the 
class rooms. Paint the walls and buy new 
desks and chairs, to make it more engaging 
and professional for the faculty and stu-
dents. I think there are several things that 
should be fixed or added to the campus, 
but one of the major ones is the academic 
programs. I think some money should be 
put towards the language programs and 
communications. There is a lack of classes 
and programs at NCWC, and this affects 
the student enrollment and retention.

Rodney Holley
The college should focus some of the 

funds on further improvements to the 
Hartness Center. I would like to see an X-
box 360 (or any newer gaming system) in 
the Hartness Center but the college won’t 
get one, probably because people keep 
trying to steal the existing gaming systems 
(the Wii was recently removed from the 
Hartness because someone tried to steal 
it). I think the college could combat this 
by bolting the systems down in a case 
and only allowing workers to open them. 
I’d also like newer pool sticks and a new 
foosball table. There aren’t enough usable 
pool sticks and this has been a compliant 
for quite some time. The foosball table’s 
playing surface is crooked and missing 
a player. The ping pong table probably 
needs to be replaced too, along with balls 
and paddles because they never seem to 
make it through the entire school year.

John Kostet
I believe the priorities for the new 

capital campaign should be to take 

care of our dormitories. Most of the 
bathrooms are absolutely dreadful, and 
the need for renovations is obvious. The 
update has already started in some of the 
resident halls, but it’s far from a done 
project. I have heard students complain-
ing daily about these issues throughout 
my years here at Wesleyan, and lots 
of students want to move off campus 
simply because of the low standards. But 
many are forced to stay on campus and 
live under these poor conditions due to 
new rigid policies, which force students 
to spend at least a semester in the 
dorms. There are probably more reasons 
for these rules other than to keep the 
resident halls filled. But I think the issue 
became clearer when the staff has to 
force students to live on campus. Instead, 
I believe changes should be made so that 
students actually want to live on campus.

Joshua Meeks
The top priority goes far beyond 

putting pine straw on the grounds and 
beautifying the campus.  The living con-
ditions have to be improved in the dorms, 
mostly by upgrading furniture.  Also, 
the cafeteria food needs improvement. 
I feel that the school’s biggest problem 
is retaining students. The environment 
students live in is the biggest problem 
with retention. If a student is constantly 
having problems with the living condi-
tions and food, then they are not going 
to want spend four years here. A way 
to counteract the problems would be to 
first find a better food supplier. Sodexo 
needs to be abolished from the school as 
soon as possible. Second, bettering the 
furniture where the students spend most 
of their time would increase the morale 
on campus.  Finally, a much larger goal 
for the future would to build a new dorm 
building.  The building could be built 

with suites, which would also increase 
friendships and togetherness on campus.

Kevin Quicker
I think the top priority should be to 

improve the quality and cleanliness of each 
of the dorms. The school has added new 
furniture to a couple of dormitories, but it 
needs to change this in all buildings. Also, I 
believe the college needs to get the janitors 
to work harder to clean the bathrooms. 
Students have complained multiple times 
about how dirty and unsanitary the rest-
rooms are in all of the dorms. The school 
should also work on getting the desks and 
chairs replaced in the classrooms to give 
students a better learning environment 
when they walk into the classroom. 

Kandyse Shaw
With the capital campaign, I think 

the school’s top priority should go to 
fixing up the existing dorms instead of in-
vesting more money into the Villas behind 
the campus or building a new dorm. I think 
if they were to fix up the old dorms, then 
more people would be interested in staying 
on campus. The dorms need new furniture 
in the rooms because the furniture is old 
and it brings mold and other problems. The 
bathrooms can also be in better conditions.  
The newer dorms, Centura and Boddie, 
are in better condition and more people 
want to live in there.  I think if the school 
was to fix up the older dorms, then people 
wouldn’t mind having a roommate, being 
in a dorm with 100+ people, let alone like 
living on campus. If they were to fix up the 
dorms, I think more people would stay on 
campus and it would bring more participa-
tion with events on campus because fewer 
students would have to travel to attend 
them. When things are held on campus 
and students live in the Villas or in their 
own apartment, they are less likely to come 
back to campus all the time.

Five Students Suspended 
But Overall Crime Wanes
By Decree Staff

Five NC Wesleyan students have been 
suspended on drug charges and a sixth 
withdrew from school prior to his hearing.

Dean of Students Randy Williams 
said the college’s Hearing Board handed 
down the suspensions earlier in the year. 
Citing confidentiality rules, the college 
has declined to identify the students, 
except to say that all six were freshman 
males. All cases were marijuana related, 
and all six students were charged with 
drug possession, Dean Williams said.

When it comes to drugs, the college 
has maintained a zero-tolerance policy. 
“We want to protect the students, but 
we’ll bring the hammer down on those 
who are found with drugs,” said Steve 
Myszak, director of residence life.

Despite the recent drug cases, 

officials said that overall campus crime 
has dwindled as a result of steps the 
college has taken in response to a series 
of thefts, false fire alarms and other 
mischief that occurred in 2009-2010.

According to Dean Williams, the 
college has increased campus patrols 
by Rocky Mount police cruisers and 
installed cameras in some of the dorms.

Perhaps the most effective measure, he 
said, has been a new housing policy that 
has integrated upper-classmen in traditional 
freshman residence halls like Petteway 
and Edgecombe. The change has allowed 
upperclassmen to serve as role models for 
the first-year students, the dean explained.

Myszak added that residence life has 
made a priority of raising awareness 
among students and resident hall staff

See CRIME pg 3



North Carolina Wesleyan College, Rocky Mount, North Carolina 27804 3March 31, 2011

SPORTS

TAAL from page 1

of the year––compiled an 18-2 record and 
made a Sweet 16 appearance in the NCAA 
Division III tournament.

Kilby said that he was proud of the work 
he did early in his career, transforming a 
program that had gone 3-14 and, for years, 
had not won its conference and qualified for 
the NCAA tournament. “It’s been awesome to 
take the program and build it from the ground 
up,” he said, noting that he appreciated the 
opportunity given to him by Athletic Director 
John Thompson.

Kilby, a native of northern Virginia, will 
take control of a team that finished 10-6-2 
last year as a member of the Capital Athletic 
Conference, which includes schools such as 
York (Pa.), Salisbury (Md.) and Frostburg 
(Md.), Kilby’s alma mater.

Kilby looks forward to September 28, 
when MWU will meet Wesleyan in non-
conference action. “It’ll be strange,” he said 
and then joked, “But once that whistle blows, it 
will be every man for himself.”

(Check the next issue of the Decree for 
Kevin Quicker’s interview with Coach Taal.)

Tennis: Women Start 3-2, Men Go 5-2 against Elite Competition
By Leila Heinonen
Decree Staff Writer

Update: The women’s tennis team 
has begun the season with a 3-2 record, 
winning their first two matches against 
Chowan and Virginia Wesleyan and 
then, in their fifth match, trouncing Peace 
College, 9-0. The team has lost matches to 
Washington College and Meredith.

On the men’s side: the Bishops have 
opened with a 5-2 record, including a 9-0 
shellacking of Shenandoah in the team’s 
first USA South action and a 5-4 win 
over one of the nation’s elite teams, Johns 
Hopkins.

Following is Leila Heinonen’s 
coverage of a dual home match versus 
Virginia Wesleyan on March 11:

The NC Wesleyan women’s tennis team 
won two out of three doubles matches, 
leading them to victory, 5-4,  against 
Virginia Wesleyan College at home.

The same day the men’s team 
crushed Virginia Wesleyan, 9-0, with 
all three doubles matches finished in 30 
minutes, all with scores of 8-1.

“The key to our success was definitely 
doubles,” said Coach Dominic Modise.

Modise said that the hard work 
done in practice by the doubles teams 
had paid off. “The girls played great 
doubles. Even if we lost the number 
two doubles, they had great rallies 
throughout the match.”

Number three doubles partners Carole 
Ateba and Tija Riley played well together, 
winning 8-5 against Stephanie Bittner 
and Gabbie Sacco. “I think we had a great 
strategy and we put everything into what 
we had practiced,” Ateba said.

Bishop number one double partners 
Kristin Seidel and Samia Kacher played 
an intense match against Saida Bennou 
and Meredith Willet. Seidel and Kacher 
were down 4-1 at the beginning but then 
improved their game and gained the 
lead at 7-6. Kacher earned the last point 

with a great overhead to the service line.
“I’m proud of our game,” said Seidel. 

“We improved a lot of things compared 
to our first doubles match.” She added 
that she and Kacher often start slowly. “I 
think we play better when we play under 
pressure.” Kacher agreed with Seidel, 
adding “hard work with volleys and 
overheads has finally paid off.” 

Bishops number two double partners 
Bristy Parker and Tori Jones were up 5-2 
but lost their focus and fell 8-6 against 
Virginia Wesleyan’s Cay Gee and Kate-
lynn Duncan. “It was a great game even 
though we lost,” said Parker. “Tori and 
I have a good chemistry on the court.” 
Parker and Jones agreed that they need to 
stay focused, keep each other pumped up, 
and play smart points and finish them. 

Coach Modise was excited about 
the women’s performance in singles as 
well. “The girls really played great and 
concentrated on their matches,” he said. 
“The number one, two, and three singles 
were tough but the girls really put forth 
effort and pushed themselves.”

Bishops number six Tija Riley opened 
the singles matches for the women. She 
ran to each ball and fought for each 
point, earning the first set 6-4. After win-
ning the first set Riley gained confidence 
and beat Sacco in two sets 6-4, 6-2.

Both Parker and Jones won their 
singles with similar scores. Parker 
kept her strokes clean and strong while 
keeping her mind focused. The match 
was over after two sets, 6-2, 6-2. Parker 
was pleased after her singles. “I think my 
singles was good,” she said. “Our tennis 
is about keeping the ball on the court and 
out-working the opponent. And that’s 
what I keep in mind when I’m playing.”

Jones won her match against Duncan, 
6-2, 6-4. “I expected the match to be 
tough but I fought through it and came 
out victorious,” said Jones. After the 
victories at the bottom three singles, 

NCWC held an overall lead of 5-1. 
Even if the match was already 

determined, the top three women played 
their matches. Ateba lost to Bennou at 
number one, 6-1, 6-4. “It was a tough 
match, but I gave my all,” said Ateba. 
At number two, Kacher played a long 
match against Willett but lost 6-4, 7-5. 
“It was a close match but I still need 
to improve my game,” said Kacher. 
Seidel lost to Gee at number three, 6-4, 
6-2. “Even though I lost it was a good 
match,” said Seidel. “I need to improve 
my focus and just finish the points.”

Both Coach Modise and the players 
were happy with the results but agreed 
that there is still room for improvement. 
“The top three singles were tough and we 
didn’t win the big points,” said Modise. 

For future matches, the coach said the 
key will be for the women to “believe 
in themselves. They need to believe that 
they can win their matches. Get the lead 
and be confident.”

Men’s Team Wins 9-0
According to Coach Modise the doubles 

were the key to success for the men’s team 
as well. “The guys played good doubles. 
They poached the net better,” he explained.

The Bishops manhandled Virginia 
Wesleyan, earning victories in all three 
doubles matches by 8-1 scores.

The singles followed the same 
pattern. Number one Rinat Khussainov 
beat Zak Bartley 6-2, 6-2.

Victor Selander drubbed Sky Masand 
by scores of 6-0, 6-0. “My plan was to 
play aggressive but with few mistakes 
from the baseline,” said Selander. 

Marcus Ribbenstedt beat Steven 
Bond with the same numbers, 6-0, 6-0. 
Kieran Berstch won his match over 
Ryan Sadinski, with scores of 6-1, 6-2, 
while Dominic Forsdike defeated Don-
nie Greathouse 6-2, 6-2. “My strategy 
was to put pressure on him by holding 
my serve,” said Forsdike.

Kalpesh Patel earned a victory 
against VWU’s Zac Carter scoring 6-1, 
6-1. “It was a great feeling of winning 
all the singles and doubles,” said Patel.

Even if the match was easy for the 

Bishops, like the women’s team, they 
still see areas of their game to refine. “We 
really need to work on consistency in 
doubles and singles,” said coach Modise.

According to Modise doubles is the 
key element for winning matches. “To 
be able to win the NCAAs, we need to 
work hard and win the doubles,” he said.   

The fourth-year coach has set lofty 
goals for his men’s team. “The goal is 
to win the conference tournament and 
make it to the final four of the NCAA.” 

Baseball Team 1-6 in Early Conference Play
By Josh Meeks
Decree Staff Writer

Update: The baseball team fell to 
1-6 in the conference after losing a 
weekend double-header to Christo-
pher Newport at home, 3-2 and 7-3 
and then, a week later, falling 6-4 to 
Greensboro at home on March 25.

Following is Josh Meeks’ coverage 
of a recent double-header action vs. 
Rowan University:

Max Knowles dominated Rowan 
hitters en route to 9-5 victory and a 
split of a double-header at home on 
March 12.

The Bishops lost the second game, 3-1.
Knowles struck-out seven and 

yielded eight hits in 7 2/3 innings.  
“My changeup was working all day,” 
he said.  “I just wanted to keep the 
batters off-balance by mixing speeds.”

Although Knowles made batters look 
foolish from the beginning of the game 
to the end, the story of the day was the 
awakening of Wesleyan’s bats. The 
Bishops tallied nine runs on nine hits and 
seemed to run laps around the base paths.

Senior first baseman Zach Alexander 
had his fingerprints all over the game on 
both the offensive and defensive ends. 
In the second inning, Alexander injured 
his leg as he made a sliding catch in foul 
territory close to the Rowan dugout. He 
shook off the injury and continued the 
game, going 2-4 with 3 RBIs and 3 runs 
scored and all but put the game away in 
the bottom of the 7th with a shot over 
the left centerfield fence.  

“He threw me back-to-back curveballs,” 
described Alexander, “and I knew the first 
one was up and out of the zone but the 
ump called it a strike. The second one hung 
and I knew if it got high enough it would 
get out of here.”

Alexander’s homerun was the 
second of the inning, coming just after 
junior Andre Nichols hit his first home-
run of the season. Nichols’ blast snuck 
over the leftfield fence and started what 
would become a four-run inning.

But the Bishops had to fight off a late 
Rowan rally to maintain the lead and 
hold on for the win.  With the Bishops 
up 9-2 entering the 8th inning, Scott 
Weaver approached the plate for the 
Profs with runners on the corners and 
blooped a pitch into leftfield just out 
of the reach of the leftfielder Nichols. 
The hit scored two and cut the lead to 
five. The Bishops then turned to closer 
Shane Flynn, who ended the inning by 
striking out Kevin O’Brien looking.

The Bishops were shut out in the bot-
tom of the eighth and led 9-4 heading 
into the top of the 9th when Flynn 
stumbled into trouble. With two outs 
and a runner on base following a Bish-
ops error, Flynn gave up back-to-back 
hits and loaded the bases after getting 
ahead in the count on both batters.

Ben Longton then replaced Flynn. 
With bases juiced and the tying run at 
the plate, Longton got Brandon Winkler 
to pop up for the final out of the game.

In the second game, both starting 
pitchers pitched all seven innings. The 
Bishops faced southpaw Curtis Arsi, 
who came into the game with a 0.60 
ERA in three previous appearances. The 
lefty allowed just one earned run on four 
hits and one walk and struck out eight.  

Webb pitched a great game as well, 

allowing just two earned runs on six hits 
and one walk.  The flamethrower led his 
team into the 7th inning with the score 
knotted up at one apiece. After a double 
by Rowan’s Marc Magliaro, Matt Hill 
hit a double just off the glove of right-
fielder Casey Power to score Maliaro.  
The run would prove to be enough as 
Arsi struck out the side to end the game 
and give the Profs a 3-1 victory.

Although the Bishops lost a well-
fought battle, it seems as if the bats 
are starting to gain some life.  In the 
previous series, Wesleyan took games 
from Penn State-Abington, 4-2 and 7-0. 

“Penn State may have been the spark 
we needed” said Coach Charlie Long.  
“Our guys’ confidence is kind of down 
and this may put us back on track.”

Long said the team needed to get 
better at the plate in order to turn 
around their recent struggles.  

“Hitting is contagious,” he said. “We 
have a couple guys kind of hitting. We 
just need everyone else to get on board 
and everything else will fall into place.”  

The Bishops will need to improve 
their hitting, pitching, and defense if they 
want to recapture their conference title. 

This season’s conference com-
petition has been fierce. Besides 
CNU—ranked fifth in the nation as of 
March 23—Wesleyan must contend 
with Shenandoah, now ranked number 
one. In their first match-up, March 4-5 
in Winchester, Va., the Bishops gave up 
35 runs, in losing 15-0 and 20-10.

Women’s Basketball Team Showed Slight Improvement
By Bristy Parker
Decree Staff Writer

Despite finishing with a record of 
4-20, the women’s basketball team 
showed improvement over last year’s 
season when the Bishops finished with 
a 1-23 mark.

Conference victories were recorded 
against Mary Baldwin and Peace on the 
way to a 2-16 mark and a last-place fin-
ish. Other wins were against Lynchburg 
College and Newport News Apprentice.

Although disappointed in their 
overall record, players were proud of the 
improvement. “I knew this season would 
be a challenge because of the record 
last year,” said freshman guard Jaleesa 
Honesty. “We had a lot of proving to do, 
but we shocked a lot of teams because we 
weren’t the same Wesleyan as last year.”

Second-year Coach Artina Trader 
noted that she has a young team, with 
nine freshmen on the roster. She ac-
knowledged that her team lacked several 
key components: size and consistency.

“We’ve had our growing pains,” Trader 

said. “Some games we competed and some 
we didn’t show it. But one of the main things 
you can ask of your team is to compete.”

The Bishops showcased their competi-
tive edge when they beat NN Apprentice 
on their home court, 77-71, a victory that 
avenged an earlier 97-51 blowout by the 
non-league opponent. The Bishops shot 
46 percent in the second meeting.

“Our victory shows growth and says 
a lot” about our team, Trader said.

Freshman A’leisha Henderson called 
the second NN Apprentice matchup “the 
most memorable game” of the season, 
noting that it gave the team confidence.

Honesty said the turnaround that 
occurred between the first and second 
games was due to focus. “We were 
prepared,” she said. “We played 
‘Bishops basketball.’”

According to Trader, another highlight 
was her team’s performance in its second 
game against a powerful Christopher 
Newport February 5 in Newport News, 
noting that the Bishops outscored the 

Captains, 37-36, in the second half.
Trader said that in assessing her 

team’s improvement, one must look 
beyond the four victories. “We made 
strides throughout the season,” she said.

The coach hopes to build on her 
team’s small successes next season. The 
team loses only two seniors, Madonna 
Ware and Desiree Driver, to graduation. 
While she hates to lose the leadership 
provided by Ware and Driver, Trader 
thinks her young team will benefit from 
experience gained in 2010-11.

“Hopefully we’ll be able to learn 
from what we did this year and go from 
there,” she said.

Next year the Bishops will be led 
by rising junior, Samantha Urquhart, 
a forward who earned a spot on the con-
ference’s honorable mention team. For 
the second year in a row, Urquhart was 
the team’s leading scorer with 11 points 
per game. She was second on the team 
in rebounding with 6 per game. “She’ll 
only continue to improve,” Trader said.

The coach said she will expect Urqu-
hart and her teammates to refine their 
games through summer workouts. “I can’t 
re-iterate enough how much we need to 
work over the summer and improve every 
aspect of our game,” she said.

While team members have embraced 
the themes of “Determination, 
teamwork and dedication,” individual 
players talked about improvements 
they want to make to different facets 
of their game.  “We all have our own 
challenges,” Henderson said.

Salisbury wants to improve her jump 
shot and ball handling while Honesty 
wants to work on her mental game and 
court awareness. Breeden wants to be 
a better defensive player and “knock 
down shots when I get the opportunity.”

To reach the next level, Trader said 
she’ll need to add size to her roster. “We 
compete, but at times other teams’ size 
took its toll. But I don’t believe size is 
‘end all, be all,’” she said. “We also lack 
consistency top to bottom at every posi-
tion. We have players that can do great 
things but it has to be consistent- consis-
tency is how you win,” said Trader.

All-Sports Trophy Comes to NCWC
By Amadou Taal
Decree Staff Writer

The Battling Bishops received 
their first-ever President’s Cup trophy 
at half-time of their regular season 
basketball finale.

Rita Wiggs, commissioner of the 
USA South Conference, presented the 

cup to Carl Lewis, NCWC’s faculty 
athletic representative, at half-time of 
the Bishops game against Ferrum on 
February 19.

Finishing in a tie with Christopher 
Newport University at 38 points, 
the Bishops will keep the cup on the 
Wesleyan campus for spring semester. 
CNU was in possessions of it in the fall.

Athletic Director John Thompson 
said his department “was happy and 
excited” to receive the award.

He praised the work of Wesleyan’s 
athletes, coaches, and trainers and cited the 
fine support provided by Wesleyan fans.

The cup was awarded in recogni-
tion of the men’s program’s excellent 
performance in their 2009-2010 
seasons. Four of the men’s athletic pro-
grams—baseball, basketball, football 
and tennis––won their regular season 
championships, while the soccer team 
finished second that year.

This is the fifth time the USA South 
Athletic Conference has awarded the 
trophy and the first time that CNU did 
not win the award outright.

CRIME from pg 2

about preventing crime. He wants “all 
students to have the best possible experi-
ence during their time here,” he said.

Dean Williams said that the college 
has seen a dramatic decrease in thefts 
over last year, when, in his words, the 
situation “was challenging.”

Last fall the college released its lat-
est Clery Report, a federally mandated 
accounting of crimes committed on 
campus during the 2009 calendar year. 
The report includes the following 
crimes for that year: one forcible sex 
offense, six burglaries, two alcohol 
violations, and three arrests for drugs.

(Michael Billinger contributed 
reporting)

Andre Nichols bats in recent action.

Tija Riley (left) and Carole Ateba 

teamed up for a recent match win 

over Virginia Wesleyan.        SI Photos
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Each unit now is furnished with:
• Bedroom furniture that includes: a 

“loftable” bed, two dressers, a desk and 
chair for each resident.

• Living room furniture that 
includes: a couch, chair, two end tables, 
a coffee table, as well as one round 
table with four chairs.

• Kitchen appliances that include: 
a refrigerator, stove, dishwasher and 
microwave.

Still, Mussa and Jackson were not 
pleased when they heard they had to buy 
some of the appliances. “School doesn’t 
provide the washer or dryer so we had to 
get them together,” said Mussa.

All the students have noticed 
that there are some problems with 
neighbors, who are in their 40s and 
50s. “Neighbors are complaining about 
the noise,” said Bertsch.

Myszak said the college has been re-
sponding to the problems. “There have 
been complaints about the noise and 
some behavioral problems,” he said. 
“We’re going to have a meeting with 
Randy Williams about some policy and 
criteria changes for next year.” 

Community meetings and email 
communication have helped to correct 
some of the issues, but noise and 
other behavioral problems remain an 
ongoing concern, Myszak said, adding 
that some of the Villas were occupied 
prior to Wesleyan showing interest in 
renting the units. The older residents 
have expressed concerns about noise, 
parties, parking and overall neighborly 
respect. Myszak stressed that the Wes-
leyan students who live in the Villas 
must adhere to the same rules followed 
by students in the residence halls.

Although the townhouses seem to 
be a good alternative for students, there 
are some downsides. “The townhouse is 
nice but I definitely miss my freedom at 
my apartment and not having so many 
people living with me,” said Drake.

Holiday said that there are too many 
people involved. “Too many people 
have access to the house,” she said. 
Mussa and Jackson want to keep their 
privacy in the house. “What happens at 
the villas stays in villas,” said Mussa 
laughing. Despite the downsides, the 
students are happy with their choice 
and freedom, and get along well. “Plus 
we have a very cute cable guy,” said 
Mussa.  

How to Become a Fashionista/Fashionisto
By Georgettae Fields-Turrentine
Decree Staff Writer

What is the definition of fashion? 
The answer is simple. It’s your identity 
conveyed through the use of clothes. 
College students often think it’s not 
possible to look fashionable on a 
limited budget. But it is.

I have simple solutions that will 
transform you into a fashionista and 
fashionisto with little money.

 My first piece of advice is to shop 
off season. Department stores and 
smaller chains are bringing in spring 
wardrobes and marking down older 
clothes in order to make room for 
newer ones. “Start from the back of the 
store and slowly work your way to the 
front,” sophomore Shamika Grenardo 
said. “This is where the clearance 
stuff is and you can make a $1 shirt 
look expensive by accessorizing with 
chunky chains and rings.”

Rocky Mount is a small town, 
but offers big savings on clothes. 
When people think fashion, they go 
to common places such as Raleigh, 
Durham and Chapel Hill. But if you 
want to stay in Rocky Mount, Golden 
East Crossing Mall, located on North 
Wesleyan Boulevard, is the place to 
go. JC Penney, Pac Sun and Rue 21 
are among the stores found at the mall. 
Want to go out of the comforts of the 
traditional mall?  Goodwill, located off 
Sunset Avenue, is a store that offers 
quality clothes, shoes, and accessories 
at cheap prices.

JC Penney offers clearance racks 
where shirts are as low as $2. The 
store’s various clearance racks range 
from 50-80% off in clothes, shoes, and 
accessories. This department store has 

various styles that’ll suit the modern 
businesswoman, not to mention the 
aspiring college graduate. For example, 
JC Penney has an abundance of 
women’s tanks marked for as little as 
$1.97 and dress/graphic shirts for men 
as low as $4.97. 

Pac Sun is another great place to 
shop. It has an amazing sale on sum-
mer and older clothes. Their clothes 
are marked down with an additional 
50% off the already marked-down 
price. This store also has tanks, dresses, 
shorts and other spring/summer clothes 
that run between three and seven 
dollars. What’s good about this store is 
that it carries wristlets (small women’s 
purses with a wrist holder attached) in 
grey, turquoise, white and black, just 
to name a few colors. Sunglasses are 
75 cents to one dollar and this store 
caters to both men and women. It’s 
recommended for the punk rock or 
simple–styled individual.

Rue 21, another unisex store, has 
$3, $5, $7, and $9 racks for both sexes 
and the clothes are young, fresh, and 
bold. The store carries clothes, shoes 
and accessories that are bright and fun. 
Some of the store’s signatures include 
checkered tennis shoes, high-heeled 
boots, and colorful accessories. Not 
only does the store cater to those who 
love color, it has all the basic clothing 
of men and women.  Ladies, if you 
want that cardigan or shrug (around 
four to eight dollars) and, men, if you 
want that ideal pea coat (around $30), 
Rue 21 is the place to get it. Those 
with a bold, vintage, sophisticated, or 
dressy casual styles will find this store 
suitable.

Goodwill, located behind the Mc-
Donald’s on Sunset, also has prices that 
are reasonable for a college student’s 
budget. It’s true what they say, another 
man’s junk is another man’s treasure 
because you will find good quality 
clothes at unbelievable prices. Because 
this is a thrift store, clothes are marked 
way below retail value. Women’s skirts 
are as little as 75 cents and men’s dress 
shirts, one dollar. Everyone from the 
young to old donates to this store so 
everyone from all walks of life will be 
able to find something that comple-
ments their style. This store also carries 
brand names, so before you spend 
those extra dollars on a skirt or pants, 
make a trip to Goodwill.

Remember when shopping that tank 
tops are a recommendation because not 
only are they dirt cheap during this time 
of the year but they can be worn year 
round. Dresses are also recommended 

because a lot of them can still be worn 
and you miss out on a huge savings 
when you look at clothing and say, “I 
can’t wear that now.” Throw on a shrug 
or cardigan and you’ll be surprised at 
the number of your new outfits. 

Don’t have any money at all? Shop 
in your closet. That’s right, your self-
made store is right at home. They’re 
your clothes so of course you won’t 
have to worry about the way they fit 
or look because you bought it. Female 
college students make the mistake of 
storing EVERYTHING affiliated with 
summer in bags, closets and totes. 
That is WRONG! If women don’t own 
any shrugs or cardigans, they should 
borrow a sweater from their father 
or boyfriend. Wearing an oversized 
sweater is hot; it’s retro and fashion-
able. Accessorize with exaggerated 

bangles and necklaces and you’ve got 
an instant couture look.

Men, you too can preserve summer 
attire, and the androgynous look is 
in style. Wearing leggings or silk 
dress socks underneath capris with a 
solid-colored cardigan and paperboy 
hat is a simple, yet fashionable outfit 
that’s fresh and bold. Most of these 
items are already in your closet or a 
family member’s closet, so you don’t 
need to spend money to make a fashion 
statement. 

So remember when shopping for 
that next party or outing, start at the 
clearance items. Buy things that are 
plain and spice it up by purchasing 
exaggerated bangles, chains and brace-
lets. For the last-minute outfit, simply 
raid your closet and complement the 
outfit with vintage jewelry.

‘The Tempest’: A Review
By Joshua Meeks
Decree Staff Writer

North Carolina Wesleyan’s 
production of “The Tempest” may be 
summed up in one word: brilliant.  The 
play ran smoothly from beginning to 
end and had only a few minor bumps 
in the road that kept it from perfection. 
The production put a nice touch on the 
play leaving the original setting of the 
Mediterranean Sea and placing the play 
in the middle of the Caribbean. 

Steven Pavelsky played Prospero 
(the duke of Milan in the original play), 
who, became the duke of Marien for 
this production. Also, instead of the king 
of Naples, in Wesleyan’s production 
Alonso (played by Gregory Spence) 
was king of Hispaniole, which is present 
day Trinidad and Tobago.  Finally, one 
of the best touches to the play was how 
the character of Ariel was played by 
two people. These two players wore 
microphones, and special effects were 
added, at times, to their voices to give a 
mystical air to their speech.

The Caribbean setting touched every 
aspect of the play. The costumes were 
bright and vivid and the colors helped 
the audience keep track of the different 
characters. The stage, a piece of art just 
as much as the play itself, was very 
evocative with rocks and other details. 
Even without sand or palm trees the 
audience felt as if they were on a 
dessert island. Backdrop lighting was 
effectively used to set various moods 
during the play, particularly during the 
shipwreck scene.

The performances gave reason to 

quickly fall in love with the characters. 
But Pavelsky’s performance as 
Prospero often seemed unenthused. 
Prospero is supposed to be a larger-
than-life character but often during 
Wesleyan’s production I felt as if he 
was played with just as much life as the 
zombie spirits he later conjured. Not 
only did the acting of Prospero seem 
dull and flat, lines were often forgotten 
and it took away from the smoothness 
of the play.  

Although Prospero was not a 
highlight of the play, the other 
characters had great chemistry and 
their enthusiasm for theatre was clear.  
Trinculo (Katherine Crickmore) and 
Stephano (James Guy) kept the crowd 
laughing with their comic relief.  Their 
scenes of drunkenness paved the way 
for the character I felt was the best 
player in the production, Justin Lowe 
as Caliban. Lowe, whose costume and 
make-up made him look completely 
deformed, constantly kept the crowd 
into the play as he embraced the 
persona of the deformed slave. Lowe’s 
passion was second to none in the play 
and his character, although minor, 
stood out more than any others.

Overall, the play was tremendous. 
There were some lulls from time to 
time when Prospero seemed to be 
speaking in monotone but the rest 
of the players picked up the slack. I 
would score North Carolina Wesleyan’s 
presentation of “The Tempest” a 9 out 
of 10, a great production performed to 
almost perfection.

Profile: LaNika Richardson, Student Success Center
By Georgettae Fields-Turrentine
Decree Staff Writer

North Carolina Wesleyan College 
alumnus LaNika Richardson is delighted 
to return to her alma mater as a staff 
member in the Student Success Center.

A student success specialist since last 
August, she has worked as a first-
year academic advisor, facilitator of 
Wesway, and coordinator of Thinking 
Thursday and Motivated Mondays. And 
she supports Scott Marsigli, director of 
the Freshman Advantage program.

One of her daily responsibilities is 
to keep in touch with freshmen and 
make sure they’re adjusting to college 
life, whether academically or socially.

Calling herself “a servant leader,” 
Richardson said, “I’m driven by the 
service I can provide to assist others 
in achieving their goals And I want to 

make a positive impact in students’ 
lives by encouraging them.”

The student success specialist 
said she listens to student needs and 
provides positive feedback that will 
motivate them to be successful. 

Stephanie Battle, director of the 
Student Success Center, was excited 
to have Richardson join her staff. 
“I expect great things from her,” 
Battle said. “She focuses on two very 
important areas, Freshman Advantage 
and overall academic support.”

Battle added that Richardson’s 
position is critical because it caters 
to the needs of students in all areas. 
She believes that Richardson will 
help to strengthen retention and 
hopes that her upbeat personality 
will encourage reluctant students to 
seek needed help and support.

 Richardson graduated from 
Wesleyan in 2006 and received her 
Bachelor’s in environmental science. 
She returned as a staff member who 
wanted to give back to her alma 
mater. “The school gave me a solid 
background and great starting point 
for my adult life,” Richardson said. “I 
was excited when a position opened 
at Wesleyan, and the job description 
fulfilled a career goal.”

Richardson came to Wesleyan 
with an extensive background in 
working with young people. She 
worked at Nash/Rocky Mount School 
Systems for two years, teaching 
at-risk fifth grade boys for a year and 
pre-kindergarten as well. Prior to that, 
she was employed for 8 ½ years as a 
chemistry lab coordinator at Abbott 
Laboratories/Hospira in Rocky Mount.

When she’s not at work, Richardson 
expresses her passion for supporting 
others by heading up the Young 
People’s Ministries at her church, 
St. Mark AME Church. Her hobbies 
include cooking. “I would label 
myself as an amateur chef,” she said 
with a smile. Her favorite foods are 
Asian flavored, but her specialties 
include zucchini and onions and 
Teriyaki chicken. 

Richardson and her husband, 
Chris Barnes, are the parents of two 
daughters, Jyazia, 15, and Laila, 
8. Richardson is working towards 
a master’s degree in professional 
counseling at Liberty University in 
Lynchburg, Va. 

On Music: 
‘GRODT’ Album 
Surpasses 10 Million 
Copies Sold
By Rodney Holley
Decree Music Critic

“Get Rich or Die Trying” estab-
lished 50 cent as one of hip-hop’s 
current greats and as a classic has 
stood the test of time. Eight years 
later, “Get Rich or Die Trying” 
still has the feel of a hard, gritty, 
up-tempo album. The bulk of the 
album’s production was handled by 
50’s mentors, Eminem and Dr. Dre. 
Both producers laid the ground-
work for 50’s witty wordplay.

50, perhaps at his lyrical best, 
provided line after line of gritty 
realism: “I'm innocent in my head, 
like a baby born dead Destina-
tion heaven / Sittin’ politic with 
passengers from nine eleven / The 
Lord's blessins leave me lyrically 
inclined / Shit I ain't even got to 
try to shine / God's the seamstress 
that tailor fitted my pain / I got 
scriptures in my brain I could spit 
at yo dame.”

50’s wordplay portrayed the 
life he lived and provided listen-
ers with images of what he went 
through (getting shot nine times 
and enduring the betrayal of 
friends). 50’s wit on “Get Rich 
or Die Trying” also showed his 
skill as an emcee. “Get Rich or 
Die Trying” provided the listener 
with lyrical content firstly, then 
provided music for listeners to 
bob their heads to: “Some days 
wouldn't be special, if it wasn't for 
rain / Joy wouldn't feel so good, 
if it wasn't for pain / Death gotta 
be easy, 'cause life is hard / It'll 
leave you physically, mentally, and 
emotionally scarred.”

50’s official debut album 
showed progression from his once 
unreleased debut, “Power of the 
Dollar”. While this progression 
may be unnoticeable to some, 50 
was able to tame his hardcore, 
gangster talk to write tracks like 
“21 Questions”. “Do you believe 
me when I tell you, you the one I'm 
loving? / Are you mad 'cause I'm 
asking you 21 questions? / Are you 
my soul mate? 'Cause if so, girl 
you a blessing.” 50’s progression 
was also seen through combining 
the teachings of Jam Master Jay 
(taught 50 how to count bars) with 
Em and Dre’s teachings. In the 
gap of time between leaving Jam 
Master Jay’s label and signing 
with Shady/Aftermath, 50 digested 
what Jay taught him about bars and 
hooks and was able to translate it 
to “Get Rich or Die Trying.”

Quilting , A 

Community’s History 
by the Haliwa Saponi Tribe of 

Hollister, North Carolina will be 

on display  in the Four Sisters 

Gallery April 1- April 30. A recep-

tion will be held from 5-9 p.m. on 

Friday, April 8.        Photo courtesy of E Adelman

LaNika Richardson                    Photo By Grattan


